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STATES 

MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (MIFF 2022) 

The grand closing ceremony of the 17th Mumbai International Film Festival 

(MIFF 2022) dedicated to documentaries, short films and animated films was 

held at the Nehru Center on Saturday (June 4).  

Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari, Union Minister of State for 

Information and Broadcasting Dr. L. Murugan, veteran film producer Shyam 

Benegal and others were present at the function as prominent guests. 

PRIZE 

• The Dutch documentary 'Turn Your Body to the Sun', directed by Aliona 

van der Hosert, won the Mumbai International Film Festival 2022 (MIFF) 

Best Golden Shell Award. The documentary tells the story of a girl who 

went in search of her father, a prisoner of war in World War II. 

• Prince in a Pastry Shop, directed by Katarzyna Agoposovich of Poland, 

won the award for Best Animated Film. ‘Prince in a Pastry Shop’ honored 

with silver shells, testimonials and Rs. 5 lakhs.  

• The best short film award was given to The Malayalam 'Vyaklam' and 

'Brother Troll' from the department. Sudesh Balan has directed 

'Vikashyam' and has been produced by Mumbai IIT. 

• Awards in national category 

• Aditi Krishnadas's 'Kanditundu' was awarded for the best animation film 

(Scene It).  

• Amy Barua's 'Skimming Butterflies' report won the award for the best ropy 

conch short film of up to 45 minutes.  

• In the category of information reports of more than 60 minutes duration, 

'Ojaswi Sharma' directed 'Updated' was selected as the best information 

book.  



 

 

• Directed by Srishtipal Sing, 'Geru Patra' won the award for best short play 

in the national competition department. 

MEGHALAYA WINS BEST PROJECT AWARD AT UN WORLD 

SUMMIT 

• The e-proposal system, which is part of the Meghalaya Enterprise 

Architect, has won the prestigious UN Award- World Summit on the 

Information Society Forum (WSIS) award at Geneva in Switzerland, a 

flagship undertaking of the Government of Meghalaya. 

• Houlin Zhao, General Secretary, ITU presented the Winner's Award to 

Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma at the WSIS Forum Prize 2022 held at 

Geneva in Switzerland   

• Subsequently, voting was held to select the best 90 projects invited at 

Geneva in Switzerland for the final award. 

• Meghalaya competed with projects in Australia, China, Argentina and 

Tanzania. Meghalaya was declared as the best project in this category and 

MeghEA is the only project in India to win this year's winning prize. 

• The MeghEA project is being implemented by the Planning Department, 

Government of Meghalaya. The project has several components such as 

government to citizen or business service, government to employee service 

and government to government service. The e-proposal system, part of the 

government-to-government component, enables the quick process and 

tracking of the schemes. 

THE IAF HERITAGE CENTRE WILL BE STARTED IN 

CHANDIGARH. 

• A heritage centre will be set up at Chandigarh to showcase the role and 

total work of the Indian air force in various wars.  

• The IAF Heritage Centre will be jointly set up by the force and the 

Chandigarh administration. The agreement for the establishment of the 



 

 

centre between the Union Territory of Chandigarh and the Indian Air Force 

was signed. Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit and Air Chief Marshal V 

R Chaudhary were present at the event. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH HAS BECOME THE FIRST INDIAN STATE 

TO APPROVE A POLICY FOR DRONES. 

• The Himachal Pradesh government approved the drone policy as it seeks 

to enable the use of drones and similar technology for various public 

services in the hilly state. 

• Himachal Pradesh Drones (Governance and Reforms Using Drones) Policy 

2022' was approved by Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur.  

• The policy envisages creating a comprehensive drone ecosystem built on 

the foundation of administration and reforms using drones.  

• With this new drone policy, Himachal Pradesh has become the first state 

in the country to officially recognize the public use of drones.  

INDIA'S FIRST CENTRALIZED AC RAIL TERMINAL HAS BEEN 

IMPLEMENTED IN BENGALURU 

• The ultra-luxury Sir M Visvesvaraya Railway Terminal was implemented 

at Bengaluru, the capital of Karnataka. 

• Ernakulam tri-weekly express or missed at a special occasion location. 

According to railway officials, the air-conditioned SMV rail terminal is a 

Rs 314 crore project. It has solar rooftop panel and rain water storage. 

‘MAHARASHTRA RANKS THIRD IN FOOD SECURITY 

STANDARDS’ 

• The state has been honored for being ranked third on World Food Security 

Day today for its outstanding performance in food security. 

• The state has also done well in the 'Eat Right' initiative. Eleven districts in 

the state have been awarded under this initiative. These include 



 

 

Brihanmumbai, Pune, Mira Bhayander Municipal Corporation, Navi 

Mumbai, Thane, Solapur, Wardha, Aurangabad, Latur and Nashik districts. 

• Tamil Nadu has secured the first position, Gujarat second and Maharashtra 

third in the 20 large state event. 

THE PRIME MINISTER INAUGURATED THE RENOVATED SHRI 

KALIKA MATA TEMPLE. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the renovated Shri Kalika Mata 

Temple at Pavagadh Tekri in Panchmahal district of Gujarat.  

• He also worshiped in the temple as per custom. Shri Modi had hoisted a 

'flag' on the temple. The sanctum sanctorum of this magnificent Mahakali 

temple is made of gold. It is one of the oldest temples in the region and 

attracts a large number of pilgrims. 

IMPORTANT ISSUES: 

• The Prime Minister told the crowd that this temple also represents Sabka 

Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, and Sabka Prayas. 

• The Prime Minister thanked God for his good fortune in being able to visit 

the temple. 

• He emphasised the significance of the event, when Dhwaja, the sacred flag, 

was flown on the temple after five centuries and even 75 years after 

independence. This ‘Shikhar Dhwaj,’ he explained, is a symbol of the 

reality that centuries pass, eras pass, yet religion endures. 

• Mr Modi added that ‘Garvi Gujarat’ is synonymous with India’s pride and 

glory, and that Pavagadh has been a centre of worldwide harmony with 

India’s historical variety. This pinnacle flag, according to Mr Modi, is not 

only a symbol of our faith and spirituality, but it also indicates that the 

pinnacle of faith is eternal throughout centuries of change. 



 

 

• The Gujarat government, according to Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, has 

built several ancient and historic temples to enhance pilgrimage tourism in 

the state. 

• Surendra Patel, president of the Pavagadh Temple Trust, estimates that 

almost two crore people visit the temple each year. The temple’s 

reconstruction was finished at a cost of 125 crore rupees. 

• The Prime Minister stated during the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ that 

Gujarat has made significant contributions to the nation’s freedom struggle 

as well as growth. 

• He claims that ‘Garvi Gujarat’ is connected with India’s pride and 

greatness. He stated that Panchmahal and Pavagadh have continued to fight 

for the pride in our history in the great tradition of the Somnath temple. 

INDIA’S FIRST ‘BALIKA PANCHAYAT’ CONSTITUTED IN FIVE 

VILLAGES OF GUJARAT. 

• The country’s first-ever, ‘Balika Panchayat’, has started in five villages of 

Gujarat’s Kutch district. The initiative aims to promote the social and 

political development of the girls and ensure their active participation in 

politics.  

• The Panchayat has started in Kunaria, Maska, Motagua, and Vadsar 

villages of the Kutch district. This initiative has been taken by the Women 

and Child Development Welfare Department of the Gujarat Government 

under the ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ campaign. The Ministry of Women 

and Child Development is also planning to begin the girl panchayat across 

the country. 

ABOUT THE “BALIKA PANCHAYAT” 

• “Balika Panchayat” is managed by people in the 11-21 age group and its 

main objective is to promote the social and political development of the 

girl child and to remove the evil practices from the society such as child 



 

 

marriage, and the dowry system. The main objective of panchayat is that 

the girls should move forward in politics. In Balika panchayat, the member 

is nominated just like Gram panchayat. 

THE DELHI AIRPORT HAS BECOME THE FIRST AIRPORT IN 

INDIA TO OPERATE ENTIRELY ON HYDRO AND SOLAR 

ENERGY. 

• The Delhi Airport or the Indira Gandhi International Airport has become 

the first airport in the country to operate entirely on hydro and solar energy 

from this month to achieve the ambitious objective of becoming a net xero 

carbon emission aircraft by 2030. 

• Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL), a consortium led by GMR 

Infrastructure Limited, which administers and operates the Delhi Airport. 

• An estimated 6 per cent of the airport's power requirement is met by onsite 

solar power plants, while 94 per cent of the total demand is now being met 

through the use of renewable energy from hydropower projects from June 

1, thus ending the reliance on renewables. 

THE WETTEST PLACE ON EARTH IS 2022 

• Meghalaya's Mawsynram has set a new rainfall record of highest single-

day rainfall since 1966, breaking Cherrapunji's record as the wettest place 

on earth. Mawsynram received 1003mm rainfall in 24 hours, informed 

IMD in a statement.  

• US StormWatch tweeted a video of the waterfall in the area saying, "The 

wettest place in the world Mawsynram just record a mind boggling 39.51 

inches (1003.6mm) of rain in the last 24 hours.". 

• This was the highest single-day rainfall recorded in June, while 

neighbouring Cherrapunji received 972 mm of rainfall, as per the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD). 



 

 

• The rainfall in Cherrapunji, which is also one of the wettest places on earth, 

was the highest in June since 1995 and third highest in 122 years. 

Cherrapunji is located at an aerial distance of 10 km from Mawsynram. 

• Mawsynram is the wettest inhabited place in the world. It is a small town 

located in the East Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya state in Northeastern 

India, 60.9 kilometres from the state capital Shillong 

RARE EGGS OF DINOSAURS FOUND 

• A team of researchers from Delhi University has discovered an ‘egg-in-

egg’ dinosaur egg from Madhya Pradesh, which is probably the first time 

in the fossil history. 

• the discovery is a “rare and important find” as no ‘ovum-in-ovo’ egg was 

found in reptiles until now. The findings have been published in the latest 

issue of the journal Scientific Reports.  

• The abnormal titanosaurid dinosaur egg was discovered from Bagh area in 

MP’s Dhar district, and could provide important insights into whether 

dinosaurs had a reproductive biology similar to that of turtles and lizards, 

or crocodiles and birds, their immediate cousins.  

• The Upper Cretaceous Lameta Formation of central India has been long 

known for discovery of dinosaur fossils (both skeletal and egg remains). 

The authors documented a large number of titanosaurid sauropod nests 

near Padlya village close to Bagh town. While studying these nests, the 

researchers came across one ‘abnormal egg’. 

• The research team found a sauropod dinosaur nest consisting of 10 eggs 

including the abnormal egg which had two continuous and circular 

eggshell layers separated by a wide gap reminiscent of ovum-in-ovo (one 

egg inside another egg) pathology of birds.    

 

 



 

 

NATIONAL 

GOVT LAUNCHES RASHTRIYA PURUSKAR PORTAL. 

• The Union Government has launched the Rashtriya Puruskar Portal for 

inviting nominations for various awards of the various Ministries, 

Departments and agencies to ensure transparency and public partnership. 

This common portal has been developed by the government to bring 

together all the awards under one digital platform.   

• The Portal aims to facilitate citizens to nominate individuals and 

organizations for various awards instituted by the Government of India. 

• Ministry of Home Affairs in a statement today said, presently nominations 

and recommendations for Padma Awards are open till the 15th of 

September this year for Sardar Patel National Unity Awards, nominations 

will be open till the 31st of next month. 

• Nomination for Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award will remain 

open till the 16th of this month and nomination for Jeevan Raksha Padak 

series of Awards will be open till 30th of September this year. 

• The individual can be nominated for Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya 

Telecom Skill Excellence Award till 16th of this month. Individuals and 

organisations can visit. 

THE 'UNMESH' INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE FESTIVAL 

BEGAN IN HIMACHAL PRADESH. 

• The International Literary Festival of Unmesh has been organized at Simla 

from June 16 to 18 at Simla in association with the Ministry of Culture and 

Sahitya Akademi of the Central Government. On the occasion of 

AmritMahotsav of independence, it will be the biggest literary festival in 

the country. 

• It will be attended by Indian litterateurs and litterateurs from 15 other 

countries. It has   been revealed by the Sahitya Akademi that more than 



 

 

425 writers, scholars, translators, film-artists, journalists will participate in 

the literary festival and represent 60 languages. 

• During the three-day festival, more than 1,000 books related to the Urban 

Rights Movement will be on display. 

• Booker prize winner Geetanjali Sri will speak about the writings of women 

in Indian languages. 

EDUCATION MINISTER DHARMENDRA PRADHAN 

INAUGURATED THE NATIONAL YOGA OLYMPIAD 2022. 

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated the National Yoga 

Olympiad 2022 and Quiz Competition in New Delhi. The National Yoga 

Olympiad is being jointly organized by the Ministry of Education and the 

National Council for Educational Research and Training. This year around 600 

students from demonstration multipurpose schools of 26 states and union 

territories and regional educational institutions will participate in the upcoming 

National Yoga Olympiad.   

JAMMU AND KASHMIR WILL HOST G-20 MEETINGS IN 2023. 

Jammu and Kashmir will host the 2023 meetings of the G20, an influential group 

of the world’s major economies. J&K government has set up a five-member high-

level committee for overall coordination of G20 meetings to be held in the Union 

Territory. Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal was appointed as 

India’s Sherpa for the G20 in September 2021. According to the Ministry of 

External Affairs, India will hold the G-20 presidency from December 1, 2022, 

and convene the first G20 leaders’ summit in 2023. 

India’s representation at G20 summits has been led by Prime Minister Modi since 

2014. The G20 countries include Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 

Germany, France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 

South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United States and the United Kingdom. 

 



 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

TURKEY NOW CALLED TÜRKIYE 

• Turkey has changed its name to Turkey. That is, if its Marathi 

pronunciation is going close to the word Turkish, its spelling will now be 

Türkiye. 

• Even in the United Nations, the name of this country will now be Türkiye. 

The country's official request has been approved. 

• Turkish people refer to their country as Türkiye, but still this pronunciation 

of English turn turkey is very common. 

• Turkey or Türkiye comes from a party that eats on western festivals, for 

example Christmas, New Year's, and Thanksgiving. 

• The government has also had objections to Cambridge Dictionary’s 

definition of the term “turkey”; “something that fails badly” or “a stupid or 

silly person”. 

• In 2020, The Netherlands had changed the name to His Hollande. The 

country of Macedonia had changed its official name to North Macedonia 

because they were in a dispute with Greece. 

• Earlier in 2018, Swaziland had changed her name to Swati. 

• There are many examples if you decide to go back in a short history. Just 

as Iran's name was earlier Persian, Thailand was known as Sayam, then 

Jhinbavve's old name was Rhodesia. 

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT VOTED TO BAN THE SALE OF 

NEW PETROL AND DIESEL CARS BY 2035. 

• Members of the European Parliament have voted to ban the sale of new 

petrol and diesel cars by 2035. The move aims to step up the fight against 

climate change through the faster development of electric vehicles. The 

voting was held on an amendment that would have allowed some auto 



 

 

emissions from new vehicles after 2035, which was rejected by Members 

of Parliament. 

WHY THIS HAPPEN? 

• Europe’s shift to electric vehicles and embolden carmakers to invest 

heavily in electrification, aided by another EU law that will require 

countries to install millions of vehicle chargers. 

• The European Union assembly voted in Strasbourg, France to require 

automakers to cut carbon-dioxide emissions by 100 percent by the middle 

of the next decade. 

• The mandate would amount to a prohibition on the sale in the 27-nation 

EU of new cars powered by gasoline or diesel. 

• The vote upholds a key pillar of the European Union’s plans to cut net 

planet-warming emissions 55% by 2030, from 1990 levels – a target that 

requires faster emissions reductions from industry, energy and transport. 

KEY POINTS: 

• Lawmakers suported a proposal, made by the European Commission last 

year, to require a 100% reduction in CO2 emissions from new cars by 2035, 

which would make it impossible to sell fossil fuel-powered vehicles in the 

EU from that date. 

• Attempts by some lawmakers to weaken the target to a 90% CO2 cut by 

2035 were rejected. 

ECUADOR, JAPAN, MALTA, MOZAMBIQUE, SWITZERLAND 

WERE ELECTED TO THE UNSC  

• Ecuador, Japan, Malta, Mozambique and Switzerland have been elected as 

non-permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

for the period 2023-24. 

• From January 1 next year, the country will take the seat of India, Ireland, 

Kenya, Mexico and Norway. 



 

 

• The 193-member UN General Assembly was elected on Thursday to elect 

five non-permanent members for the period 2023-24. 

• The UN Assembly consists of 193 member states, which each year elects 

10 non-permanent members for a two-year term. Each country needs two-

thirds, that is, 128 votes, to make it to the council. 

• Geographical representation is also considered in the election of non-

permanent members. This year elections were held for five seats from three 

regional groups. There are two places for African and Asia-Pacific 

countries, one for Latin America and Caribbean, and two for West Europe 

and other countries. 

CHINA ISSUES WORLD'S MOST TROPICAL MAP OF THE MOON 

• China has released a new geological map of the moon, which it says is the 

most detailed to date, recording even the finest details of the lunar surface 

mapped by the US in 2020. 

• The new map, in which the crater and structure of the image will help in 

the further exploration of the moon. The moon, which has been published 

by China, is expected to make a major contribution to the development of 

the world's most spectacular map of the lunar scientific research, research 

and landing site. 

• The new universal geological map of the moon, published by China, is of 

a scale of 1:2,500,000. This is the most tropical lunar map of all time. 

• The lunar map consists of 12,341 impact craters, 17 rock types, 81 impact 

basins and 14 types of structures. 

• The most detailed map of the moon was published by the Science Bulletin 

on May 30, 2022. 

 

 



 

 

RUSSIA HAS OVERTAKEN SAUDI ARABIA TO BECOME INDIA'S 

SECOND LARGEST OIL SUPPLIER.  

• India's crude oil imports from Russia have increased 50-fold since April 

and now account for 10 per cent of crude purchased from abroad, a senior 

government official said on Thursday. 

• Russian oil accounted for only 0.2 per cent of all oils India imported before 

the Ukraine war. 

• Last month, Russia overtook Saudi Arabia to become India's second-

largest oil supplier after Iraq as refiners cut Russian crude available at a 

discounted rate after the war in Ukraine. 

• Indian refiners bought about 25 million barrels of Russian oil in May. 

12TH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE OF THE WORLD TRADE 

ORGANIZATION. 

The 12th Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade Organization (WTO), which 

represents 164 countries, in Geneva, was a milestone in the development of trade 

and cooperation in the current global context. India was represented at the talks 

by Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal. 

WHAT IS THE WTO AND THE MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE? 

The World Trade Organization is the only international organization that deals 

with the rules of trade between countries. Founded in 1995, the WTO is run by 

its 164 members, and according to its rules, all decisions are taken through 

consensus and any member can exercise a veto. 

Its aim is to promote free trade, which is done through trade agreements that are 

discussed and signed by the member states. The WTO also provides a forum for 

countries to negotiate trade rules and settle economic disputes between them. 

The Ministerial Conference is the WTO’s top decision-making body and usually 

meets every two years. All members of the WTO are involved in the MC and they 

can take decisions on all matters covered under any multilateral trade agreements.  



 

 

WHAT WAS INDIA'S AGENDA? 

1. The moratorium on import duties on e-commerce and electronic transfers 

should be lifted immediately, 

2. Permanent permission to store foodgrains for food security, 

3. Government-to-Government Negotiations 

4. Intellectual property rights to corona vaccines, treatments and diagnostic 

drugs should be dissolved. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

All WTO member states approved the temporary and limited dissolution of 

patents for corona-preventive vaccines. The agreement on an emergency response 

to the food crisis means that there will be no restrictions on food exports Most 

importantly, a compromise was reached on fishing subsidies and a commitment 

to curb illegal and unregulated marine fishing to some extent. But in return, 

developing countries had to accept the demand for an immediate moratorium on 

import duties and tariffs on e-commerce. 

AFGHANISTAN EARTHQUAKE 2022 

• On June 22, 2022, a 6.1-richter-scale earthquake struck Afghanistan, with 

more than 1,500 injuries and the death toll expected to rise.  More than 

1,000 people have been killed and hundreds of people have been injured.  

• Images of the Afghanistan earthquake show landslides and mud-laden 

houses in the eastern Paktika province, where rescuers rush to treat the 

injured. 

• The June 22 Afghanistan earthquake was the most deadly earthquake since 

2002, 44 km from the city of Khost near the border of Pakistan. 

• Haibatullah Akhundzada, supreme leader of the ruling Taliban, expressed 

grief in a statement. 

• The Taliban, which took over Afghanistan in August 2021, could be a 

major test of carrying out rescue operations and they have been largely cut 

off from international aid due to the restrictions. 



 

 

14TH BRICS COUNCIL 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at a virtual summit of the five-nation 

grouping sponsored by China that the consequences of the Covid epidemic on the 

global economy are still apparent and that cooperation among the BRICS 

countries can be a beneficial part of its recovery. The BRICS member nations, 

according to the prime minister, share a similar approach to managing the world 

economy. 

KEY POINTS: 

• Presidents Xi Jinping of China, Vladimir Putin of Russia, Jair Bolsonaro 

of Brazil, and Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa were present as Modi 

delivered the statements. 

• Five of the major developing nations in the world are represented by the 

BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa), accounting for 

41% of the world’s population, 24% of its GDP, and 16% of its commerce. 

• The Ukraine crisis and the protracted military stalemate between India and 

China in eastern Ladakh served as a virtual backdrop for the BRICS 

presidents’ meeting. In its role as the grouping’s chair for this year, China 

hosted the meeting. 

• In his speech, Modi said that the BRICS had undergone a number of 

structural changes that had improved the organization’s efficiency. 

• Modi claimed that by taking such concrete actions, BRICS has become a 

special international group whose goals go beyond discourse. People-to-

people exchanges have improved thanks to the BRICS Youth Summits, 

BRICS Sports, and increased exchanges among think tanks and civil 

society organisations. 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMIC 

US OVERTAKES CHINA AS INDIA’S LARGEST TRADING 

PARTNER IN FY22 

• The United States overtook China to become India’s top trading partner in 

2021-22, reflecting strong economic ties between the two countries. 

According to commerce ministry data, in 2021-22, bilateral trade between 

the US and India stood at US$ 119.42 billion as against US$ 80.51 billion 

in 2020-21. Exports to the US increased to US$ 76.11 billion in 2021-22 

from US$ 51.62 billion in the previous fiscal, while imports rose to US$ 

43.31 billion as compared to around US$ 29 billion in 2020-21. 

• During 2021-22, India’s two-way commerce with China aggregated at 

$115.42 billion as compared to $86.4 billion in 2020-21, the data showed. 

Exports to China marginally increased to $21.25 billion last fiscal year 

from $21.18 billion in 2020-21, while imports jumped to $94.16 billion 

from about $65.21 billion in 2020-21. The trade gap rose to $72.91 billion 

in 2021-22 from $44 billion in the previous fiscal year. 

INDIA’S TOP TRADING PARTNERS 2021-22: 

• In 2021-22, the UAE is India’s third-largest trading partner with USD 72.9 

billion. It is followed by Saudi Arabia (USD 42.85 billion) as 4th, Iraq 

(USD 34.33 billion) as 5th, & Singapore (USD 30 billion) as its 6th largest 

trading partner. 

 FRANCE SIGNS AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT UPI PAYMENTS AND 

RUPAY CARDS FROM INDIA 

Union Minister for Electronics and Information and Technology Ashwini 

Vaishnaw announced the agreement between France and India. He announced 

that Indians could  pay with UPI and Rupay cards in France where there  is a 

terminal or machine of the Lyrca network. 



 

 

UPI is already in existence in many countries at the international level. Indian 

UPI is already used in UAE, Singapore and Bhutan. At the same time, he said 

that there is a plan to implement the NPCI International in Nepal after France. 

SCHEMES 

SRESHTA YOJANA 

• The government has approved a new scheme named SHRESHTA 

(Residential Education for Students in High Schools in Targeted Areas) for 

the purpose of providing seats for the meritorious SC boys and girls in the 

best private residential schools in the country. Every year, it is expected 

that about (3000) students would be selected for admission in Class 9 and 

Class 11 under the scheme. 

THE OBJECTIVE  

• To enhance the reach of the development initiative of the government. 

• To fill the gap in service-deprived Scheduled Castes (SCs) dominant areas 

in the sector of education by collaborating with voluntary organizations. 

• To provide an environment for socio-economic upliftment and overall 

development of the Scheduled Castes (SCs). 

• To provide access to high-quality education to bright Scheduled Caste (SC) 

students so that they can explore future opportunities. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA LAUNCHED THE AGNEEPATH 

SCHEME. 

• It allows patriotic and motivated youth to serve in the Armed Forces for a 

period of four years. 

• Under this scheme, the youth joining the army will be called Agniveer. 

Youth will be able to be recruited into the army for a short duration. 

• Under the new scheme, around 45,000 to 50,000 soldiers will be recruited 

annually, and most will leave the service in just four years. 



 

 

• However, after four years, only 25% of the batch will be recruited back 

into their respective services, for a period of 15 years. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA: 

• It is only for personnel below officer ranks (those who do not join the 

forces as commissioned officers). 

• Commissioned officers are the army's highest ranked officers. 

• Commissioned officers hold an exclusive rank in the Indian armed forces. 

They often hold a commission under the president's sovereign power and 

are officially instructed to protect the country. 

• Aspirants between the ages of 17.5 years and 23 years will be eligible to 

apply. 

OBJECTIVES: 

• It aims at providing an opportunity to the patriotic and motivated youth 

with the ‘Josh’ and ‘Jazba’ to join the Armed Forces. 

• It is expected to bring down the average age profile of the Indian Armed 

Forces by about 4 to 5 years. 

• The scheme envisions that, the average age in the forces is 32 years today, 

which will go down to 26 in six to seven years. 

BENEFITS FOR AGNIVEERS: 

• Upon the completion of the 4-years of service, a one-time ‘Seva Nidhi’ 

package of Rs 11.71 lakhs will be paid to the Agniveers that will include 

their accrued interest thereon. 

• They will also get a Rs 48 lakh life insurance cover for the four years. 

• In case of death, the payout will be over Rs 1 crore, including pay for the 

unserved tenure. 

• The government will help rehabilitate soldiers who leave the services after 

four years. They will be provided with skill certificates and bridge courses. 



 

 

INDIAN RAILWAYS LAUNCHES FIRST PRIVATE RAIL SERVICE 

UNDER 'BHARAT GAURAV YOJANA' 

India’s first private train, aimed at promoting domestic tourism, under the Bharat 

Gaurav scheme has been flagged off from Coimbatore. The train will make stops 

at Tiruppur, Erode, Salem, Yelahanka, Dharmavaram, Mantralayam Road, and 

Wadi before ending its journey in the holy town of Shirdi in Maharashtra. 

Railway has leased this train to a service provider for a period of 2 years. The 

service provider has refurbished the coach seats. At least three trips will be done 

per month. It has a total of 20 coaches including 1st, 2nd & 3rd class AC coaches 

and sleeper coaches.  

FEATURES ABOUT BHARAT GAURAV TRAIN: 

• There will be a doctor on board to be present in any emergency situation. 

• The security apparatus along with the railway police team are in operation 

to protect the train from any kind of damage. 

• There will be electricians and AC mechanics and fire and safety officers 

on board. 

• Trains are taken care of by branded housekeeping service providers that 

clean the appropriate areas with frequent differences and caterers are rich 

in wearing experienced and traditional vegetarian menus. 

• High bass-sound speakers and on-train radio jockeys are installed in the 

coach to entertain passengers during the journey. There will be devotional 

songs, spiritual stories and direct interviews to keep the journey pleasant. 

NATIONAL INITIATIVE FOR PROMOTION OF UPSKILLING OF 

NIRMAN WORKERS (NIPUN) 

• Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri today launched 

an innovative project National Initiative for Promoting Upskilling of 

Nirman workers (NIPUN) in New Delhi.  



 

 

• NIPUN is an initiative of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under 

its flagship scheme of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban 

Livelihoods Mission DAY-NULM to train over one lakh construction 

workers, through fresh skilling and upskilling programmes and provides 

them with work opportunities in foreign countries also.  

• While addressing, Mr Puri said, the transformational impact of the National 

Urban Livelihoods Mission has definitively reduced the vulnerability of 

urban poor households by providing upskilling and employment 

opportunities to urban dwellers, especially the youth.  

• He said, the spirit of entrepreneurship has been encouraged and supported 

by giving urban workers access to self-employment and skilled wage 

employment opportunities.  

• The Minister said, the initiative will enable Nirman workers to be more 

proficient and skilled while making them adopt future trends in the 

construction industry by increasing their capabilities and diversifying their 

skill sets.  

• He said, NIPUN Project will enable the construction workers to seek better 

job opportunities, increase their wages and even pursue overseas 

placements - an indication of a new eco-system. Mr Puri added that through 

suitable skilling initiatives such as NIPUN, India creating a future labour 

force for the construction industry which will propel innovation and large-

scale development in the country. 

• On the occasion, Mr Puri also interacted with some construction workers 

and presented them with safety helmets. 

• Secretary Housing and Urban Affairs Manoj Joshi, Secretary Skill 

development and Entrepreneurship Rajesh Aggarwal, Secretary Labour 

and Employment Sunil Barthwal, Additional Secretary Housing and Urban 

Affairs Sanjay Kumar were among those present on the occasion. 



 

 

ASSAM HAS BECOME THE 36TH STATE TO IMPLEMENT THE 

ONE NATION ONE RATION CARD (ONORC) SCHEME. 

Assam has become the 36th state to implement the One Nation One Ration Card 

(ONORC) scheme. With this, the ONORC scheme has been successfully 

implemented in all the 36 states and Union Territories, making it portable to food 

security across the country. 

Through the One Nation One Ration Card scheme launched by the government, 

beneficiaries will be able to use their own ration cards anywhere in the country 

and the special benefits of this scheme will be extended to the relocated labourers 

living away from their families and the ration can be partially claimed at the same 

place where they live for their work. 

The objective of One Nation One Ration is to provide ration cards with the help 

of ration cards to all the beneficiaries of any state in the country. One Nation One 

Ration Card will help in stopping bogus ration cards. Corruption in the country 

can also be stopped due to this. The scheme will also greatly benefit the relocated 

labourers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INDEX AND REPORT 

QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKING 2023 ANNOUNCED 

• Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), London-based global higher education has 

released the 19th edition of the world’s most consulted international 

university ranking. The QS World University Rankings 2023 ranks the top 

900 universities based on 8 key ranking indicators. This is the largest ever 

ranking with 1,418 institutions across one hundred locations up from 1300 

in the previous year. 

• Key points: 

• The ranking was topped by the United States (US)’s Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT) followed by the University of Cambridge in 

the United Kingdom (UK) and Stanford University (US). 

• Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, Karnataka, ranked 155 

gaining 31 places since 2022 ranking and emerged as the fastest rising 

South Asian university among the top 200 universities. 

• 41 Indian varsities have been found place in the rankings. Among QS 

World University Rankings top 200 varsities, The Indian Institute of 

Science (IISc), Bengaluru (155th) topped among Indian universities, 

followed by IIT Bombay (172nd) and IIT Delhi (174th). 

National rank Name of universirty Global rank/bracket 

1 IISc Bangalore 155 

2 IIT Bombay 172 

3 IIT Delhi 174 

4 IIT Madras 250 

5 IIT Kanpur 264 

6 IIT Kharagpur 270 



 

 

7 IIT Roorkee 369 

8 IIT Guwahati 384 

9 IIT Indore 396 

10 University of Delhi 521-30 

UNCTAD'S GLOBAL INVESTMENT REPORT: INDIA RANKS 7TH  

According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD), in the last calendar year (2021), India has jumped to the 7th position 

among direct foreign investors (FDI) recipients. 

The United States ($367 billion) remained the top recipient of FDI, China ($181 

billion) and Hong Kong ($141 billion) retained the second and third positions 

respectively. 

KERALA TOPS THE LIST OF NATIONAL E-GOVERNANCE 

SERVICES DELIVERY ASSESSMENT (NESDA) REPORT 2021 

• The National e-Governance Services Delivery Assessment (NeSDA) 

Report 2021 was recently published. The report was made public on June 

13, 2022.  NeSDA helps the concerned governments to improve the 

delivery of their citizen centric services and share the best practices across 

the country to emulate all the states, Union Territories and Union 

Ministries.  DARPG launched the second edition of NeSDA studies in 

January 2021. 

• Top Rankers: Overall, in NeSDA 2021, Kerala had the highest overall 

compliance score amongst all the States and UTs. 

• Among UTs: Jammu and Kashmir, assessed first time in NeSDA 2021, 

scored highest among all UTs for six sectors. 

• Among North-east and Hill States: Meghalaya and Nagaland are the 

leading state portals with an overall compliance of 90% across all 

assessment parameters. 



 

 

• Among Remaining State Category: Kerala, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, 

Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh had a compliance of more than 85% among 

the remaing state category. 

HIGHEST IMPROVEMENTS: 

• Among North-East and Hill States: The highest-ranking states of 

Meghalaya and Tripura showed improvement across all sectors compared 

to NeSDA 2019. 

• Among Remaining State Category: The overall score of Tamil Nadu 

increased the most in 2021 compared to 2019. Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 

Punjab, Goa, and Odisha also improved the compliance of their services 

portals by 100%. 

GLOBAL STARTUP ECOSYSTEM RANKING 

• Providing a boost for Kerala’s start-up ecosystem, the State has been 

ranked first in Asia in Affordable Talent in Global Startup Ecosystem 

Report (GSER).  

• The State has also been ranked fourth in global ranking in the GSER, drawn 

up jointly by policy advisory and research organisation Startup Genome 

and Global Entrepreneurship Network. In the first GSER published in 

2020, Kerala was ranked 5th in Asia and 20th in the world. 

IN CITIES CATEGORY: 

• As per the report released by the policy advisory and research firm Startup 

Genome, the city of Bengaluru has moved up to number 22 in the Global 

Startup Ecosystem ranking. 

• Bengaluru’s tech ecosystem value is at $105 billion which is higher than 

that of Singapore at $89 billion and Tokyo at $62 billion, report showed. 

 

 



 

 

IMD'S GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS INDEX 2022: INDIA IS 

RANKED 37TH. 

•  India has seen the fastest growth in Asian economies by jumping six places 

from 43rd to 37th in the Annual World Competitiveness Index 2022. 

• The index has been compiled by the Institute for Management 

Development (IMD).  

• Meanwhile, the highest performing Asian economies are Singapore (3R), 

Hong Kong (5w), Taiwan (7th), China (17th) and Australia (19th). 

• While Denmark has topped the list of 63 countries from the third position 

last year, Switzerland has slipped from the top to the second spot and 

Singapore has regained the third spot from the fifth spot.  

• In the first 10, Sweden is in fourth place, followed by Hong Kong SAR 

(5th), Netherlands (6th), Taiwan (7th), Finland (8th), Norway (9th) and 

USA (10th). 

ACCORDING TO THE WORLD GOLD COUNCIL REPORT, INDIA 

RANKS FOURTH IN THE WORLD GOLD REWAPS. 

• According to the World Gold Council report, India has emerged as the 

fourth largest repeater in the world and the country has re-evaporated 75 

tonnes in 2021. 

• According to the WGC report titled ‘Gold Refining and Recycling’, China 

tops the global gold recycling chart due to recycling. 

• According to the WGC report titled 'Gold Refining and Recycling' from 

300 tonnes in 2013, India's gold refining capacity increased by 1,500 

tonnes (500 per cent) in 2021. 

• The report further states that the country's gold purification landscape has 

changed over the last decade, with the number of formal operations 

increasing from five in 2013 to 33 in 2021. 

 



 

 

INDIA'S AGE RISES TO 69.7 

• According to the Sample Registration System (SRS) data, India’s birth age 

between 2015-2019 has reached 69.7. 

• India's birth age has increased by 10 years. However, it is still lower than 

the world average of 72.6. 

• The data suggests that high mortality and child mortality under the age of 

five may be one of the reasons why it is difficult for India to raise the age 

at birth. 

• The difference between the age at birth and the age of one year or five years 

is the largest in states like Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, which have 

the highest child mortality rate (IMR).  

• Madhya Pradesh has the highest number of 43 IMRs. 

• The second-ranked IMR in Uttar Pradesh is 38 and the age has increased 

by the highest number of 3.4 years after the completion of the first year. 

• In states like Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Assam, Gujarat and Odisha, the 

difference between birth and year-to-year expectations can also be seen. 

• The age at birth in India has increased by 20 years, from 49.7 in 1970-75 

to 69.7 in 2015-2019. 

• Among the states, Odisha has increased from 45.7 to 69.8. 

• Tamil Nadu takes the rank after Odisha (increased from 49.6 to 72.6). 

• Uttar Pradesh, the lowest age of 43 years at birth in 1970-75, has increased 

to 65.6 in 2015-2019. 

• There is a significant division in the probability of birth in urban and rural 

areas as well as between states. 

• The highest age of urban women in Himachal Pradesh at birth was 82.3 

years. 

• The rural men of Chhattisgarh had the lowest age at birth, only 62.8 years. 



 

 

• Bihar and Jharkhand are the only states where the age of men in urban and 

rural areas is more than that of women. 

GLOBAL LIVEABILITY INDEX 2022 RELEASED 

• The annual ranking of the world’s most liveable cities has just been 

released by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), and 2022’s Global 

Liveability Index shows some marked differences from the previous year. 

The EIU, which is a sister organization to The Economist, ranked 173 cities 

around the world on a variety of factors, including health care, crime rates, 

political stability, infrastructure and access to green space. 

• New York City, Geneva, London and Tokyo secured a place in the first 

five of the living expenses against living standards and gave Hong Kong 

the dubious recognition of being in the first place. 

• Cities in India are in a bad shape in the list of most liveable cities in the 

world. New Delhi, the capital of India, is ranked 112th in the list of most 

habitable cities. India's financial capital Mumbai is ranked 117th. 

• The city of Karachi in Pakistan and Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, are 

among the least habitable cities in the world. 

INDIA'S RANK IN ENVIRONMENTAL INDICES 

• The environmental performance index for the year 2022 for 180 countries 

around the world has been announced by US-based institutions and India 

is on the trail. Denmark has won the first position by doing the best. Britain, 

Finland is at number two and three respectively. 

• While preparing this report, 40 performance directors have been used, 

which are divided into 11 categories. These indicators show how far the 

country is away from the policy objectives set for the environment. Based 

on this, the order of 180 countries is determined on the basis of climate 

change performance, environmental health and performance of the 

ecosystem in these indices. 



 

 

• Out of the 180 countries in the latest index, India has got the lowest 18.9 

points. Myanmar (19.4), Vietnam (20.1), Bangladesh (23.1) and Pakistan 

(24.6) are also among the countries that have performed poorly in 

achieving environmental policy objectives.  

• China is ranked 161st with 28.4 points in this index. The US ranks 22nd 

among the west 22 most recent democracies, while ranked 42nd in the 

overall list. According to the EPI report, the US's rating has come down 

due to the neglect of environmental protection during the Trump 

administration's time. Russia ranks 112th in the list. 

• The report predicts that by 2050, China will be the world's largest 

greenhouse producer, while India will be the second largest greenhouse 

producer in the world. Even though these countries have recently promised 

to reduce pollution, the situation in the future looks worrisome.  

• There are some countries like Denmark and Britain that can reach 

Greenhouse Gas neutrality by 2050, while important countries like China, 

India and Russia are going the opposite direction. According to epi 

estimates, if greenhouse air emissions continue like this tomorrow, more 

than 50 per cent of the climate will come from just four countries, China, 

India, the US and Russia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SCIENCE 

THE US FRONTIER OVERTOOK JAPAN'S FUGAKU TO BECOME 

THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL SUPERCOMPUTER. 

• With a performance of 1.1 Xflop in the 59th Top 500 list published by the 

International Council of Computer Experts, the US-built supercomputer 

Frontier surpassed Japan's Fugaku (developed by Riken Institute and 

Fujitsu) as the world's fastest machine. 

• U.S. The Frontier Supercomputer at the Department of Energy's Oak Ridge 

National Laboratory has reached an unprecedented level of computing 

performance, known as Excel. 

• Frontier, HPE Cree EX Supercomputer claims first place in the list of 

Green 500, which evaluates energy consumption and efficiency through 

commercially available supercomputing systems with a performance of 

62.68 GHz per watt. 

ASIA'S LARGEST LIQUID MIRROR TELESCOPE IN INDIA 

• Asia’s largest Liquid Mirror Telescope (LMT) now sits atop a mountain in 

the Himalayan range. 

• This new eye has been commissioned in the Devasthal Observatory 

campus of the Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences 

(ARIES). Located at an altitude of 2450 metres, what makes this project 

unique is the clever engineering devised to observe the night sky. 

WHAT IS A LIQUID MIRROR? 

• The ILMT uses a pool of mercury, a reflective liquid bent into a parabolic 

shape to focus light incident on it. Mylar, a polyester film widely used in 

astronomical instruments, protects the reflective surface from the strong 

mountain winds. 



 

 

• The reflected light is then made to pass through a multi-lens apparatus to 

produce crisp images spanning a wide field of view. While the ILST will 

be observing the same overhead strip of sky, the movement of faraway 

objects will be compensated by a large-format electronic camera located at 

the focus of the telescope. This style of astronomical observation is 

especially beneficial when looking for particularly faint objects. 

• This unique instrument boasting a diameter of 4 metres has been made 

possible with extensive international collaboration amongst minds from 

India, Belgium, Poland, Uzbekistan and Canada. 

• The ILMT accompanies its pre-existing 3.6-metre sibling – the Devasthal 

Optical Telescope (DOT) at the same Observatory. Both currently hold the 

position of being the largest aperture telescopes in the country. 

• It is estimated that the ILMT will generate approximately 10 GB of data 

every night. Scientists at ARIES are excited about making this data 

available to young minds across various scientific and engineering 

domains to dig into this astronomical treasure trove where AI/ML and Big 

Data algorithms will come in handy for classifying what the ILMT sees. 

INSTAGRAM'S NEW FEATURE TO HELP FIND LOST CHILDREN 

Instagram has launched an ‘alert’ feature to help find missing children. The 

photo-sharing app has partnered with various organisations globally to set up the 

feature. The feature will display details about missing children on users’ 

Instagram feed if they are in a specific area where an active search is taking place. 

KEY POINTS OF THE NEW FEATURE: 

The alerts on the Meta-owned platform will include details such as a child’s 

photo, description, and location of the abduction. Instagram will show users alerts 

based on information like their IP address and location services (if it is turned 

on), it noted. 



 

 

The social media platform said it has developed the child emergency alert feature 

in collaboration with organisations like the National Center for Missing & 

Exploited Children (NCMEC) in the U.S., the International Centre for Missing & 

Exploited Children, the National Crime Agency in the U.K., the Attorney 

General’s Office in Mexico, the Australian Federal Police, among others. 

In addition to the photo and video sharing platform, Amber Alerts are available 

on Facebook since 2015. Instagram has started rolling out the alerts feature, and 

it will be available in 25 countries in the coming weeks, it said, adding that it is 

working to bring them to more countries.    

INDIA'S FIRST COVID-19 GLUTEN 'ANOCOVAX' LAUNCHED FOR 

ANIMALS 

The Agriculture Ministry on Thursday unveiled India’s first Covid-19 vaccine for 

animals. Developed by the Hisar-based National Research Centre on Equines, the 

vaccine, called Ancovax, can protect animals against the Delta and Omicron 

variants of SARS-CoV-2. 

HOW IT WORK? 

Ancovax can be used in dogs, lions, leopards, mice, and rabbits. It is an 

inactivated vaccine developed using an infectious part of the Delta variant. In 

addition, it uses Alhydrogel as an adjuvant to boost the immune response. 

This is the first Covid-19 vaccine for animals developed in India. There were 

reports from Russia last year that that country, too, had developed a vaccine 

against animals such as dogs, cats, minks, and foxes. 

ARE THERE ANY OTHER VACCINES AVAILABLE FOR 

ANIMALS? 

In April 2021, Russia developed the corona vaccine for animals. It was the world's 

first vaccine for animals. The vaccine was found to be effective for dogs, cats, 

foxes and mink. The dog was first found to be infected with the corona in Hong 

Kong in February 2020. The American drug company Zoetis then developed the 

corona vaccine for dogs and cats. The vaccine, developed by Zyotis, has been 



 

 

distributed to zoos in 13 countries, including the United States and Canada. 

Anacovax is India's first corona vaccine for animals. 

WHAT IS AN ANTIGEN TEST SET FOR A DOG, CAT OR SIMILAR 

ANIMAL? 

In addition to vaccines, the Council for Agricultural Research has developed a 

test set, Can-COV2-ELISA, to test for the presence of antibodies against corona 

in animals such as dogs and cats. The test was developed by India and there are 

currently no other tests available in the market to verify the antibodies in animals. 

It is also in the process of acquiring ownership. 

WHAT IS 'RAMSAY HUNT SYNDROME'? 

Ramsay Hunt Syndrome is neurological disease in which a virus – Varicella 

Zoster – causes inflammation of the nerves involved in facial movements. When 

the nerves get inflamed, they lose their ability to function, leading to temporary 

facial palsy or paralysis. What it means is that facial muscles in the infected 

person cannot receive necessary signals to function properly. 

“There are 12 cranial nerves in the body. Ramsay Hunt Syndrome is the viral 

infection impacting the 7th cranial nerve that is involved in facial movements. 

The inflammation caused by the Varicella Zoster Virus makes the nerve 

ineffective. 

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF RAMSAY HUNT SYNDROME? 

The symptoms include painful, red rash and blisters in and around the ear, and 

facial paralysis on the same side.  Patients also report hearing loss in the ear that 

has been impacted apart from Tinnitus or ringing sounds. Inability to close the 

eye causes dryness. 

You can get a rash on the eardrum, the ear canal and the earlobe. Rashes can also 

appear inside the mouth, on the tongue. There is hearing loss, vertigo or spinning 

sensation. It causes weakness of one side of the face and causes difficulty in 



 

 

closing one eye and eating as food falls off from the affected side. There is 

drooping of the face. 

WHAT IS THE VIRUS THAT CAUSES RAMSAY HUNT 

SYNDROME? 

The Varicella Zoster Virus (VZV) is the same virus that causes chickenpox and 

shingles. According to the US Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, this 

virus belongs to the herpesvirus group and can stay in the body as a latent 

infection. The virus can stay dormant in a person’s body and can reawaken to 

attack the nerves. According to doctors, VZV can get reactivated due to 

weakening of the immune system. Stress is also considered a trigger, according 

to some studies, as it depresses the immune system. Some reports also suggest 

that T-cell dysfunction caused by coronavirus infection can reactivate VZV. 

HOW IS RAMSAY HUNT SYNDROME TREATED? 

It is treated using anti-viral drugs, steroids and physiotherapy. Steroids and anti-

viral drugs are the cornerstone of the treatment, says Dr Mukherji. 

Facial exercises are very important. Patients need to protect their eyes. When one 

eye doesn’t close, there is a chance of developing corneal aberration. Patients 

must use tear drops and use eye protection. They should wear glasses when they 

go out, and tape the eye that has been impacted when they sleep at night. 

ISRO LAUNCHES GSAT-24 INDIAN LIGHTNING SATELLITE 

SUCCESSFULLY 

• NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) launched GSAT-24, following the space 

reforms leasing the entire satellite’s capacity to Direct-to-Home (DTH) 

service provider Tata Play. This was the company’s first “demand-driven” 

communication satellite mission. The satellite, developed by the Indian 

Space Research Organization for NSIL, was successfully launched into 

geostationary orbit from Kourou in French Guiana by the Ariane 5 rocket 

(South America). 



 

 

KEY POINTS: 

• GSAT-24 is a 4180 kg 24-Ku band communication satellite that provides 

pan-India coverage for DTH application requirements. 

• The commercial arm of ISRO, NSIL was established in March 2019 and is 

a Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) under the Department of Space 

(DOS). 

• NSIL was required to carry out operational satellite missions on a “demand 

driven” model as part of the “space reforms” announced by the government 

in June 2020. 

• Under this model, NSIL is responsible for building, launching, owning, 

and operating satellites as well as providing services to its devoted 

customer. 

• The 15-year mission life of GSAT-24 is configured on ISRO’s tried-and-

true I-3k Bus. 

• To suit the needs of its devoted customer Tata Play, the DTH division of 

the Tata Group, the whole satellite capacity on board GSAT-24 will be 

leased. 

• Two satellites, MEASAT-3d for the Malaysian operator MEASAT and 

GSAT-24, were successfully launched into geostationary orbit by the 

Ariane 5 after being carried aboard an Ariane-V VA257 flight from the 

Guiana Space Centre, Europe’s spaceport in Kourou. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

BLUE DUKE STATE BUTTERFLY OF SIKKIM. 

• The Blue Duke is a unique flower-packed one found in Sikkim and the 

former Himalayan region. In 1858, he appeared for the first time in the 

state. 

• The Blue Duke, who is also known as Bassarona Durga Durga. 

• The Blue Duke falls in Schedule 2 of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and 

is a highly protected phulpakhru species in the Himalayas. 

• Nosang M Limbu, also known as the Butterfly Man of Sikkim, shared, 

“The Blue Duke represents Sikkim. Its two unique colors represent the blue 

sky and the snow-capped mountains of the white Himalayas. Identity. 

There can be no other butterfly that can represent Sikkim than the Blue 

Duke.” 

INDIA FINALISED DEALS FOR CHEETAHS FROM SOUTH AFRICA 

& NAMIBIA 

• The Indian government has finalized deals with South Africa and Namibia 

to get the planet’s fastest animals, cheetahs that became extinct in India 

and will be released into the wild at Kuno Palpur, Madhya Pradesh, by the 

end of 2022. Initially, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will be 

signed for 10 years, which can be extended for another five years. There 

will be 12 cheetahs from South Africa and 8 from Namibia and more will 

be followed in subsequent years. 

• The project to translocate cheetahs from Africa to India is a long-term, one-

time project being implemented by the environment ministry with the help 

of the Wildlife Institute of India to reintroduce the cheetah into wild, which 

became extinct in India in the 1950s. The Supreme Court had appointed an 

expert panel, which approved Kuno Palpur as the possible location for 

cheetah relocation. In the past six months, the Madhya Pradesh Forest 



 

 

department has prepared a 10 sq km enclosure with round-the-clock 

surveillance for reintroduction of cheetah. 

3 SANCTUARIES DECLARED IN THE STATE WITH 12 NEW 

CONSERVATION RESERVES  

12 CONSERVATION RESERVES IN THE STATE 

The 12 conservational reserve areas announced today include (two) Chivtibwari 

(66.04 sq.km) in   Dhule district ( 66.04 sq.km), Alaldari (100.56 sq.km) in 

Nashik district, (four) Kalwan (84.12 sq.km), Muragad (42.87 sq.km), 

Trimbakeshwar (96.97.47 sq.km) in Rigtapur district (96.97.47 sq.km) The 

include Bhor (28.44 sq km) in Pune district, Darre Khurd (Mahadre) Fulpakharu 

(1.07 sq km) in Satara district, Masai Plateau (5.34 sq km) in Kolhapur district, 

Mogarkasa (103.92 sq km) in Nagpur district. 

NEW 3 SANCTUARY AREAS IN THE STATE 

A proposal to declare Colamarka and Extended Lonar as wildlife sanctuaries 

along with Muktai Bhavani Promotion Reserve area was also approved. 

10 THREATENED WILDLIFE DOMICILES DECLARED IN THE 

STATE 

It was approved to declare 10 threatened wildlife domiciles in the state. Among 

them is Mayureshwar – Supe (5.145 sq km), Bor (61.64), Navir Bor (60.69), 

Extended Bore (16.31), Narnala (12.35), Lonar Wildlife Sanctuary (3.65), 

Gugamal National Park (361.28 sq.km), Yadsi Ramalingaghat Wildlife 

Sanctuary (22.37), Naigaw-Mayur Wildlife Sanctuary (29.90), Deulgaon-

Rehekuri Kalviet Sanctuary (29.90), Deulgaon-Rehekuri Kalviet Sanctuary 

(2.17). 

BIODIVERSITY HERITAGE SITES (AREA HECTOR) 

Ganeshkhind (33.01) in Pune district, Landorkhori (48.08) in Jalgaon district,  

Bambarde Myrestica (2.59) and Shisutura Hiranyakeshi in Sindhudurg district 



 

 

have been declared in the last one and a half years and all of them have been 

released. 

RAMSAR STATUS 

Lonar has got ramsar site status and a proposal for ramsar status of Thane khadi 

flamingo sanctuary has been sent to the central government. 

THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT HAS BANNED THE USE OF 

'SINGLE-USE PLASTIC' FROM JULY 1, 2022. 

In a move to save environment from the menace of plastic pollution, the Centre 

has issued guidelines asking states to ban the use of ‘single-use plastic’ from July 

1, 2022. Single-use plastic refers to items that are used only once and are 

discarded after their immediate use. Single-use plastic constitutes the highest 

share of plastic manufactured and used — from packaging of items, to bottles, 

polythene bags, face masks, coffee cups, trash bags, food packaging etc. 

The Global Plastic Watch website's report on December 7, 2021, says that India 

ranks third in the world in terms of plastic waste production.  

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) report that 34,69,780 tonnes of 

plastic waste was accumulated in India in the year 2019-20, which is estimated 

to reach 50 lakh tonnes in the next two years. 

WHAT THINGS ARE BANNED IN INDIA NOW? 

 According to a newsletter issued by the Union Government's Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, the following items  will be banned 

from July 1. 

• Plastic plate, spoon, fork or cut, knife, cup, straw 

• Sweet boxes, plastic covers used for food packaging 

• Plastic Earbuds 

• Plastic sticks used for fugs 

• Plastic Flags 

• Lollipop sticks or other chocolates used for the carcass 



 

 

• Ice cream sticks 

• thermocol 

• PVC banners with a reduction of 100 microns 

• Plastic's Invitation Magazine 

• Cigarette Pockets 

The sale of gutkha-tobacco-pan masala was banned in 2016 itself. While 

pesticides of less than 120 microns have also been banned since December last 

year. 

PUNISHMENT 

If anyone violates the ban imposed by the central government, they can be 

imprisoned for five years or a fine of One lakh rupee or both. 

A GIANT STINGRAY MAY BE THE WORLD’S LARGEST 

FRESHWATER FISH. 

A fisher in Cambodia has caught what scientists say is the world’s largest 

recorded freshwater fish, a giant stingray. The largest freshwater fish which was 

captured on June 13, the stingray measured almost four metres (13 feet) from the 

snout tail and weighed slightly less than 300 kg (660 lbs), as per the Statement by 

the Wonders of the Mekong, a joint Cambodian-US research project. The 

previous record for the largest freshwater fish was a 293-kg (646-lb) Mekong 

giant catfish, discovered in Thailand in 2005. 

KEY DETAILS: 

• Named Boramy, meaning the full moon in the Khmer language, because 

of her bulbous shape, the stingray was caught south of Stung Treng on the 

Mekong River in Northeastern Cambodia. It also took a dozen men to haul 

the fish ashore. 

• The fishers alerted the nearby team of scientists from the Wonders of the 

Mekong project, which publicized its conservation work in communities 

along the river. 



 

 

MONGOLIA'S KHUVSGUL LAKE NATIONAL PARK INCLUDED IN 

UNESCO'S RESERVE LIST 

 The Ministry of Environment and Tourism recently announced that Mongolia's 

Khuvsgul Lake National Park has been included in UNESCO's global network of 

biosphere reserves. The decision to include Khuvasgal Lake National Park in 

UNESCO world network of biosphere reserves was taken at the 34th session of 

the International Coordination Council of The Man and Biosphere Programme 

being held in Paris,  France. 

The primary objective of the human and biosphere programme is to establish 

scientific relations between people and their environment. 

Khuvsgul Lake National Park is located in the north-Mongolian province of 

Khuvsgul, near the Russian border. The Khuvsgul Lake in Mongolia contains 

about 70 per cent of the country's godya water or 0.4 per cent of the world's total 

water. The Khuvsgul lake is 1,645 m above sea level, 136 km long and 262 m 

open. 

DEFENCE 

No. sarao country Location 
१   Ex-SAMPRITI-X Indo-

Bangladesh 

05 June to 16   June 2022 at 

Jashore Military Station in 

Bangladesh  
२  BALTOPS NATO ally In the Baltic Sea 
३  (IND-INDO CORPAT) India-

Indonesia 

13 to 24 June 2022 in the 

andaman sea and the strain of 

Malacca 
४  RIMPAC-22 multilateral 

naval exercise 

Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiian 

Islands for six weeks 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SPORT 

ASIA CUP HOCKEY 2022 

The Indian men's hockey team won the bronze medal by defeating Japan 1-0 in 

the third-place match of the Hockey Asia Cup 2022. India's Prince's cradle gave 

the team the lead in the first quarter of the match, which they maintained till the 

end. Despite getting seven penalty corners, Japan could not score a single goal, 

while India got only two penalty corners. 

Winning the bronze medal is very important for the team as India had 12 

debutants in the Asia Cup 2022 squad and only two bronze medal winners in the 

Tokyo Olympics - Lacra and Simranjit Singh were in the squad. It was originally 

made the Indian reserve team and they won the bronze medal in their first 

international competition. 

ROLAND GARROS 2022 FRENCH OPEN 

• Spanish tennis legend Rafael Nadal has won the 14th title of the French 

open tennis tournament while winning the 22nd Grand Slam title. 

• Rafa, who reached the final round for the first time, defeated Rudd 6-3, 6-

3, 6-0 in a straight set. Nadal, who won the French Open, is the 36-year-

old's oldest adult player.  

• He was 19 years old when Nadal lifted the trophy for the first time on clay 

court in 2005. The 14th final was played at The Rafale Nadal Rolland 

Garros.  

• World number five Rafael Nadal has won the French Open 2022 to win the 

22nd Grand Slam of his career by winning the French Open 2022.  

• He is two Grand Slams ahead of Novak Djokovic and Roger Federer in 

terms of winning the most Grand Slams. Nadal had won 21 grand slams 

before the 2022 French Open. 



 

 

• Nadal won the final round of the French Open for 14th. He won the title 

for the first time in 2005. He then won   in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2011, 

2012, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020. He has also won four US 

Open, two Australian Open and two Wimbledon Open titles. 

WOMEN'S SINGLES WINNER 

World No. 1 Iga Svitek defeated American Coco Goff 6-1, 6-3 in the women's 

singles final of the French Open 2022. This is Polish player Roland Garros' 

second title. 

SAKSHI MALIK, MANSI AND DIVYA KAKRAN WON THE GOLD 

MEDAL AT TURLIKHANOV CUP IN BOLA. 

• Indian women's wrestling player Sakshi Malik has won the gold medal in 

the UWW Ranking Series Event in Kazakhstan. Sakshi has become the 

third Indian woman wrestling player to win the gold medal in the event. 

Mansi Ahlawat and Divya Kakran have also won gold medals in the event. 

• Sakshi has won the gold medal at the international level for the first time 

in five years. Sakshi had earlier won the gold medal at the 2017 

Commonwealth Championships. She had then won bronze medals in the 

Asian Championship 2020 and 2022 as well. 

• Mansi Ahlawat won the gold medal by defeating Kazakhstan's Emma Tsin 

3-0 in the 57kg category. 

• Divya Kakaran won the gold medal in the 68 kg group. 

MITHALI RAJ ANNOUNCES HER RETIREMENT FROM 

INTERNATIONAL CRICKET. 

• Indian women's ODI and Test captain Mithali Raj announced her 

retirement from all formats of the game. 

• Mithali made her debut in 2002 and in her 23 years of long career, she has 

made a significant contribution to popularizing women's cricket. 



 

 

• Mithali Raj is one of the best women cricketers not only in India but also 

in the world. She holds the record for most runs in ODI cricket, while 

Mithali Raj also holds the record of leading India for a long time. 

• She led the Indian team in two 50 over World Cup finals (2005 and 2017). 

• Talking about Mithali Raj's cricketing career, she has scored 7805 runs in 

232 ODIs, while mithali's average is 50.68. She is the highest-scoring 

female cricketer in ODI cricket. Mithali Raj has 7 centuries and 64 half-

centuries to her name. In her advanced career, she got to play only 12 Tests. 

• Also, Mithali has scored 2364 runs in 89 T20 matches, while Mithali 

retired from the Twenty20 format in 2019 itself. 

SHREYAS JI HOSUR BECAME THE FIRST INDIAN RAILWAYS 

OFFICER TO COMPLETE THE 'IRONMAN' TRIATHLON. 

• Shreyas Hosur has become the first railway official to complete the tough 

'Ironman' triathlon. Shreyas Hosur is the Deputy FA & CAO (DA and 

CAO) of South Western Railway. Shreyas Hosur is a 2012 batch Indian 

Railway Accounts Service (IRAS) officer.  

• The Ironman Triathlon competition consisted of 3.8 km of water leveling, 

180 km of cycling and 42.2 km of running.   

• Shreyas Hosur completed it in 13 hours and 26 minutes at Hamburg, 

Germany on June 5, 2022. The event finisher is known as 'Ironman’, which 

is consistent with the mental and physical strengths required for the 

competition.  

• The programme began at 6:30 a.m. at 6:30 a.m. in the cold water of the 

Hamburg Lake with a catchment of 3.8 km and then 180 km in rural areas. 

Long-distance cycling was done and a full marathon of 42.2 km was finally 

done.  

 



 

 

AVANI LEKHARA MADE A WORLD ORDER TO WIN THE GOLD 

MEDAL AT THE PARA WORLD CUP. 

Avani Lekhara, the Tokyo Paralympics winner, won gold in the Para Shooting 

World Cup in Chateauroux, France, with a world record score of 250.6 in the 

women’s 10m air rifle standing SH1. The 20-year-old shooter shattered her own 

world record of 249.6 to qualify for the 2024 Paralympic Games in Paris. Emilia 

Babska of Poland won silver with a score of 247.6, while Anna Normann of 

Sweden took bronze with a score of 225.6. 

HARYANA WON THE KHELO INDIA YOUTH GAMES 2021  

• Hosts Haryana won the Khelo India Youth Games (KIYG) 2021 titles on 

the final day with 52 gold medals. Haryana won 39 silver and 46 bronze 

medals to take their overall tally to 137. 

• Maharashtra finished second with 125 medals including 45 gold, 40 silver 

and 40 bronze medals. 

•  Karnataka finished third with 67 medals with 22 gold, 17 silver and 28 

bronze. 

• The Khelo India Youth Games 2021 began on June 4 by organizing a large 

number of programmes at Panchkula in Haryana at various places. The 

games, which are a part of the Khelo India initiative of the Government of 

India, were concluded on June 13. 

• This was the fourth edition of the Khelo India Youth Games. Around 4,700 

sportspersons, including 2,262 women, participated in KIYG 2021 in all 

the 36 states and union territories of India. 

NEERAJ CHOPRA SET A NEW NATIONAL RECORD WITH A 

JAVELIN THROW OF 89.30 METERS. 

• India's javelin captain Neeraj Chopra set up a new national record by 

sweeping 89.30m at the Paavo Noormi Games in Finland.  



 

 

• Chopra's previous national record was 88.07m which he had set in Patiala 

in March last year. He won the gold by throwing 87.58 m at the Tokyo 

Olympics on August 7, 2021.  

• Neeraj Chopra is India's first Olympic gold medalist in Athletics and only 

the second individual gold medal winner in The Olympics. Chopra's 

89.30m effort will take him to the fifth spot in the list of leaders of the 

world's world. 

THE INDIAN WOMEN'S WRESTLING TEAM WON THE UNDER-17 

ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 

• The Indian women's wrestling team has won five medals to win the Asian 

Under-17 Championship in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, with a total of eight 

golds. 

• India won the title with a total of 235 points, including eight gold, one 

silver and one bronze. Japan finished runners-up with 143 points and 

Mongolia finished third with 138 points. 

•  Indian women, including Ritika, won gold in 43kg, Ahilya Shinde won 

gold in 49kg, Education gold in 57kg, Priya in 73kg and Pulkit in 65kg. 

INDIA IS RANKED 104TH IN THE FIFA RANKINGS. 

The Indian football team took good advantage of its effective Asian cup eligibility 

campaign as India slipped two places to 104th in the latest FIFA world series. 

The Blue Tigers are also well below New Zealand (103), who were 0-1 to Costa 

Rica in the intercontinental play-offs earlier this month after being defeated 0-1 

by Costa Rica in the 2022 FIFA The world champion was deprived of the spot. 

India's ranking among the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) members is still 

at the 19thposition. 

OVERALL WORLD RANKINGS 

Iran has retained the top spot (23) among the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) 

countries. 



 

 

Brazil is at the top spot three months after being topped by Belgium (second). 

Argentina jumped one place on France's (fourth) expenses, which had paid off 

the price of four winless games in the UEFA Nations League. 

PRIZE  

INDIAN RAILWAYS AWARDED BY UIC INTERNATIONAL 

SUSTAINABLE RAILWAY AWARDS (ISRA)  

Indian Railways is observing World Environment Day on 5th June, 2022 in an 

appropriate and befitting manner keeping in line with the theme of this year’s 

World Environment Day. In a gala ceremony, on 1st June 2022, in Berlin, Indian 

Railways have been awarded by the UIC International Sustainable Railway 

Awards (ISRA) in the category of “Best use of Zero-Carbon Technology” for 

feeding Solar Energy directly to 25 KV AC Traction System. 

Railways is an environment friendly means of bulk transportation. For 

environment protection, Railways have been continuously taking major 

initiatives that have positive impact on the environment by way of reducing 

pollution/GHG emissions, promoting resources and energy efficiency and 

contributing to sustainability.   

NHAI HAS SET A GUINNESS WORLD RECORD BY 

CONSTRUCTING A 75 KM MOTORWAY IN 105 HOURS. 

• Union Minister Nitin Gadkari revealed that NHAI had set a new Guinness 

World Record by building 75 kilometres of bituminous concrete in a single 

lane on NH53 in 105 hours and 33 minutes. Gadkari commended NHAI 

and Raj Path Infracon Pvt Ltd engineers, contractors, consultants, and 

workers for the project’s efficient execution, which contributed to the 

world record’s successful completion. 

KEY POINTS: 

• The 75 km of single-lane continuous bituminous concrete road is 

equivalent to 37.5 km of two-lane paved shoulder road. 



 

 

• In total 720 people worked on the project, including a team of independent 

consultants who worked around the clock to complete it. 

• The Guinness World Record for the longest continually built bituminous 

road was set in Doha, Qatar in February 2019. It took ten days to 

accomplish the work. 

• As part of NH 53, the Amravati to the Akola segment, which is a significant 

east-west corridor connecting major towns such as Kolkata, Raipur, 

Nagpur, and Surat. 

• This length will play a vital role in alleviating traffic and freight movement 

on this route once completed.  

SECOND EDITION OF DSDP EXCELLENCE AWARDS HELD IN 

NEW DELHI 

• The highest number of five districts in Maharashtra won the District Skill 

Development Plan Competition (2020-21)' of the Union Ministry of Skill 

Development and Entrepreneurship. The winning districts of Satara, 

Sindhudurg, Thane, Washim and Solapur were today felicitated here for 

their remarkable work. 

• A total of 8 districts from across the country were honoured in the 'Award 

of Excellence' category in the 'District Skill Development Plan 

Competition'. This includes Satara and Sindhudurg districts. 

• A total of 13 districts from across the country were honoured under the 

'Certificate of Excellence' category under the competition. This includes 

Thane and Washim districts. 

• A total of 9 districts from across the country were honoured under the 

'Commendation Certificate Award' category under the competition. 

Solapur district was honoured in this category.  

 



 

 

PRADHAN MANTRI PURASKAR ANNOUNCED FOR 

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION IN PROMOTION OF YOGA 

• On the occasion of International Yoga Day, the Ministry of AYUSH has 

announced the 'Prime Minister's Award for Outstanding Contribution to 

the Development and Promotion of Yoga' for 2022 for contribution in the 

field of inter-sector to two individuals and two institutions. 

• The Bhikkhu Sangha Sena in Ladakh, Marcus Vincius Rojo Rodrigues in 

Brazil and "The Divine Life Society" in Uttarakhand and the British Wheel 

of Yoga in the United Kingdom have been selected for the award. They 

will also receive Rs 25 lakh, a trophy and a certificate. 

• Sangha Sena is the founder of Mahabodhi International Meditation Centre 

in Leh and a social and spiritual activist. Earlier in 2004, the Gandhi Peace 

Foundation had honoured him with the World Peace Award. 

PERSON IN NEWS 

FREEDOM FIGHTER ANJLAI PONNUSAMY PASSES AWAY 

• Freedom fighter Anjlai Ponnusamy, who fought for India's independence 

from a separatist Britain, passed away at the age of 102.  

• At the age of 21, Anjalai joined the Jhashi Regiment - the women's 

regiment of the Indian National Army, hoping to break the yoke of British 

colonialism from the Indian people. 

• One of the leading figures in India's freedom struggle, Bose was a 

contemporary of Mahatma Gandhi, who dreamed of a free India from 

British rule.  

• To achieve this, he established the Indian National Army in 1943 with the 

support of the Japanese in World War II. After the war ended after the 

Japanese defeat, the Indian National Army was disbanded and Anjali 

returned home to continue his life. 



 

 

SANTOOR PLAYER BHAJAN SOPORI PASSES AWAY 

• Santoor player and Padma Shri award winner Bhajan Sopori has passed 

away at the age of 73. He was born in 1948 at Sopore in the Kashmir Valley 

and belonged to the Sufiana family of Indian classical music. He was the 

son-in-law of Pandit Shankar Pandit, who developed a style known as ‘Sufi 

Baj’ based on Sufiana, Kalam and Hindustani classical music.   

• Hailed as 'Saint of the Santoor' and 'King of Strings', Sopori received the 

Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1992 and the Padma Shri award in 2004. 

He was honoured with the Baba Allauddin Khan Award in 2009 and the M 

N Mathur Award in 2011. 

• Sopori has composed music for more than 6000 songs in different 

languages and dialects like Hindi, Kashmiri, Dogri, Sindhi, Urdu, Sanskrit, 

Bhojpuri, Punjabi, Himachali, Rajasthani, Telugu, Tamil etc., and also in 

foreign languages like Persian, Arabic, etc. Give music. Films, 

advertisements, information, series, operas and singing were part of their 

work. 

INDIAN-AMERICAN HARINI LOGAN WON THE 2022 SCRIPPS 

NATIONAL SPELLING BEE. 

Harini Logan was eliminated from the Scripps National Spelling Bee once, then 

reinstated. She missed four words in a grueling standoff against Vikram Raju, 

including one that would have given her the title. 

In the first-ever lightning-round tiebreaker, Harini finally claimed the trophy. 

The 13-year-old eighth-grader from San Antonio, Texas, who competed in the 

last fully in-person bee three years ago and endured the pandemic to make it back, 

spelled 21 words correctly during a 90-second spell-off, beating Vikram by six. 

Harini, one of the best-known spellers entering the bee and a crowd favorite for 

her poise and positivity, wins more than $50,000 in cash and prizes. 

Perhaps no champion has ever had more final-round flubs, but Harini was no less 

deserving. 



 

 

She is the fifth Scripps champion to be coached by Grace Walters, a former 

speller, fellow Texan and student at Rice University who is considering bowing 

out of the coaching business. If so, she will depart on top.. 

SAVITA KANSWAL 

• Savita Kanswal, a mountaineer from Lontharu village in Uttarkashi 

district, successfully climbed the world's highest peak, Mount Everest, and 

the fifth largest peak, Mount Makalu. 

• Twenty-five-year-old Savita Kanswal climbed Mount Everest on May 12 

and Makalu on May 28. Thus, she became the first Indian woman to climb 

two large peaks in just 16 days. 

FIRST INDIAN MOUNTAINEER TO CLIMB ANNAPURNA SUMMIT 

• Skalzang Rigzin, the first Indian Mountaineer to climb Mount Annapurna 

peak without supplemental Oxygen, received a warm welcome in Leh. 

Fellow mountaineers received him at the Leh Airport on arrival after the 

successful summit of two mountains Annapurna and Lhotse, in Nepal.  

• with 16 days of gap between climb of Mt Annapurna on April 28 and Mt 

Lhotse on May 14, Skalzang Rigzin has set a record to summit two peaks 

without oxygen supplements. The 41 year old Skalzang Rigzin has 23 years 

of experience in guiding adventure tourists in mountaineering in Ladakh. 

• Due to the high death rate while trying to reach the summit, Mount 

Annapurna is one of the 8,000 meters of summits in the world and is the 

most challenging. 

• Skalzhang Riggin said he intends to climb all the nine mountains that have 

peaks between 8,000 and 14,000  metres in the future.  

PARAMESWARAN IYER 

• Parameswaran Iyer has been appointed as the new chief executive of NITI 

Aayog after Amitabh Kant, whose tenure is scheduled to end on June 30. 



 

 

• Amitabh Kant will step down from the top post of the Policy Think Tank 

after a six-year tenure. Kant was given a one-year extension till June 2022. 

• Parameswaran Iyer is an IAS officer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre and former 

secretary in the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, who headed 

the government's Swachh Bharat Mission between 2016 and 2020. 

• Parameswaran Iyer will become the third chief executive officer of the 

government's public policy think tank. As per the notification issued by the 

Department of Personnel and Training, their initial tenure will be for two 

years. 

PALLONJI MISTRY 

• Pallonji Mistry, an Indian-origin billionaire and president of the Indian 

group Shapoorji Pallonji Group, passed away in Mumbai on June 27, 2022. 

He was 93 years old. He died in his sleep at his residence in south Mumbai 

on June 27. 

• Mistry's family controls the Shapoorji Pallonji group, an Indian 

construction and real estate empire that   was established 150 years ago and 

today employs more than 50,000 people in more than 50 countries. Some 

of the company's important projects include the Reserve Bank of India and 

the Blue-Gold-Alum Piles for the Sultan of Oman. 

• Pallonji Mistry was honoured with the Padma Bhushan award for his 

contribution as an industrialist in India's third highest civilian award, 2016. 

• The group was formed in 1865 when Pallonji Mistry's grandfather started 

a construction business with an English. The initial project was the first 

reservoir in Mumbai. After that, in the 1920s, the company started to do 

business with the Tata family. 
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