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UAE BECOMES THE FIRST COUNTRY TO TRANSITION TO A 4.5-DAY 

WORK WEEK 

o The United Arab Emirates has announced to change its existing five-day 

workweek to a four-and-a-half day starting January 1, becoming the world’s first 

country to make the employee-friendly transition as part of its efforts to improve 

productivity and work-life balance.  

o According to the new schedule, Monday to Thursday the work timings would be 

from 7.30 am to 3.30 pm, followed by a half-day on Friday from 7.30 am to 12.00 

pm. Saturdays and Sundays are full-day holidays under the new rule. 

o The government’s move is expected to make it come closer to the timings of the 

US, the UK, and Europe, boosting commerce. The Emirati govt of Dubai and Abu 

Dhabi have already announced the four-and-a-half-day workweek. 

DUBAI 1ST IN WORLD TO GO 100% PAPERLESS 

o Dubai became the world’s first government to turn 100% paperless, the 

announcement was made by the United Arab Emirate (UAE) Crown Prince, 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum. 

o It will save around 3 billion Dirham (USD 350 million) and 14-million-man 

hours. The digitization will provide all the govt. services to customers & reduce 

paper consumption by more than 336 million papers. 

o The Citizens can access all the exceptional digital services through the “Dubai 

Now application’’. 

UNGA GRANTED OBSERVER STATUS TO INTERNATIONAL SOLAR 

ALLIANCE 

o The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has granted Observer Status to 

International Solar Alliance (ISA) by adopting resolution 76/123. This decision 

has been taken based on the UNGA’s Sixth Committee report. 

o In November 2015, ISA was jointly launched by India and France during the 21st 

session of the United Nations Climate Change COP-21 in Paris, France to 

promote solar energy among its Member Countries. 

o A total of 108 countries participated in the Assembly, including 74 Member 

Countries and 34 Observer and Prospective Countries, 23 Partner Organizations, 

and 33 Special Invitee Organisations. 

o The launch of the ISA was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and 

former French President Francois Hollande in November 2015, at the 21st session 

of the UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties in Paris, France. 



 

 

INDIA ASSUMED THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE COUNCIL OF RATS 

SCO 

o India assumed the Chairmanship of Council of Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure 

of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (RATS SCO) for 1 year from October 28, 

2021. 

o The National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS), Government of India, in 

association with Data Security Council of India (DSCI), as a Knowledge Partner, 

organized a 2-day Practical Seminar on ‘Securing Cyberspace in the 

Contemporary Threat Environment’ for delegates from SCO member States. 

o The seminar is the 1st event to be hosted by India during its Chairmanship of 

Council of RATS SCO. This Seminar addressed key areas like Policies and 

Strategies, Cyber Terrorism, Ransomware, and Digital Forensics amongst others. 

o The Executive Committee (EC) representatives of RATS SCO and all SCO 

member countries attended this Seminar. 

EGYPT BECAME THE FOURTH NEW MEMBER OF THE NEW 

DEVELOPMENT BANK 

o Egypt added as the fourth new member of BRICS New Development Bank. 

Bangladesh, UAE, and Uruguay joined BRICS New Development Bank in 

September 2021. 

o Membership expansion enables New Development Bank to position itself as a 

premier development institution for emerging economies. 

NEW DEVELOPMENT BANK 

o It was formerly known as the BRICS Development Bank. 

o NDB was founded in 2014. 

o The idea behind the NDB was mooted by India at the 4th BRICS Summit in New 

Delhi in 2012 and the formation treaty was signed in 2014 in the sixth BRICS 

Summit in Fortaleza, Brazil. 

o In 2018, the NDB achieved ‘Observer’ status at the United Nations General 

Assembly. 

o It is headquartered in Shanghai, China. There are regional offices in all other 

member countries except in India. 

ATAL INNOVATION RANKINGS 2021 

o On December 29, 2021, the government released the “Atal Ranking of 

Institutions on Innovation Achievement (ARIIA) 2021” award list was released. 

o Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) is an initiative 

of the Ministry of Education (MoE), Govt. of India to systematically rank all 



 

 

major higher educational institutions and universities in India on indicators 

related to “Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development” amongst students and 

faculties. 

o For the third consecutive year, IIT Madras has bagged the first position in the 

Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) 2021, under 

the category of CFTIs/ Central Universities/ Institute of National Importance 

(Technical). 

o The third edition of the ARIIA ranking was dominated by the IITs in the centrally 

funded institution category.  

o Seven IITs are on the top-10 list. IIT-Madras is followed by IIT Bombay, IIT 

Delhi, IT Kanpur, and IIT Roorkee. The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in 

Bengaluru bagged the sixth position in the category. 

OTHER CATEGORIES WINNERS: 

o In the state and deemed to be universities category, Panjab University 

(Chandigarh) topped the ranking followed by Delhi Technological University, 

and Netaji Subhas University of Technology (Delhi). 

o In the government engineering colleges category, the College of Engineering in 

Pune stood first, followed by PSG College of Technology in Tamil Nadu, and LD 

College of Engineering in Gujarat. 

o Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology Khordha (Odisha) topped the private 

university category. G H Raisoni College of Engineering in Maharashtra was 

recognized as the most innovative private college. 

o Indira Gandhi National Open University (Delhi) topped the category among 

centrally funded institutions followed by the Indian Institute of Management 

(IIM) Kozhikode. 

o About the 3rd edition of ARIIA: 

o This 3rd edition of ARIIA has introduced a special framework for non-technical 

institutions that further strengthen the innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystem 

in Indian higher education institutions. A total of 1,438 higher education 

institutions (HEIs) including all IITs, NITs, and IISc participated in the third 

edition of ARIIA rankings as compared to 674 HEIs during last year. 

INDIA TO BECOME 5TH LARGEST ECONOMY IN 2025, 3RD LARGEST 

BY 2030: CEBR REPORT 

o India, which appears to have been pushed back to being the world's sixth-biggest 

economy in 2020, will again overtake the UK to become the fifth largest in 2025 

and race to the third spot by 2030, a think tank said on Saturday. 



 

 

o India had overtaken the UK in 2019 to become the fifth-largest economy in the 

world but has been relegated to the 6th spot in 2020. 

o The UK appears to have overtaken India again during 2020 as a result of the 

weakness of the rupee, it said. 

o The CEBR forecasts that the Indian economy will expand by 9 percent in 2021 

and by 7 percent in 2022. 

Ranking out of 191 countries 2021 2022 2026 2031 2036 

India  7 6 5 3 3 

United States  1 1 1 2 2 

China  2 2 2 1 1 

Japan  3 3 3 4 5 

Germany  4 4 4 5 4 

UK 5 5 6 6 6 

France 6 7 7 7 7 

GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX 2021 

o Good Governance Index 2021 was launched by Union Minister Amit Shah on the 

occasion of the Good Governance Day on 25 December 2021. 

o GGI 2021 was prepared by the Department of Administration Reforms and Public 

Grievances (DARPG). 

o The GGI 2021 framework covered 10 sectors and 58 indicators. 

o The Good Governance Index aims to create a tool that can be used uniformly 

across the states for assessing the impact of various interventions that are taken 

up by Central and State Governments. 

10 Governance Sectors are: 

1. Agriculture and Allied Sectors 

2. Commerce & Industries 

3. Human Resource and Development 

4. Public Health 

5. Public Infrastructure and Utilities 

6. Economic Governance 

7. Social Welfare & Development 

8. Judicial & Public Security 

9. Environment 

10. Citizen-Centric Governance 

o The Centre has declared that Gujarat has performed well in all these 58 indices.  



 

 

o After Gujarat, Maharashtra is at the second position and Goa is at the third 

position.  

o Goa is followed by Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Mizoram, and Jammu 

and Kashmir. 

PM MODI INAUGURATES KASHI-VISHWANATH DHAM PROJECT IN 

KASHI 

o Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the first phase of the Rs 339 crore 

Kashi Vishwanath Corridor project that connects the temple town’s two iconic 

landmarks – Kashi Vishwanath temple and Ganga ghats. 

o Modi offered prayers at the Kashi Vishwanath Temple and planted a Rudraksha 

tree at the premises of the temple. 

o He also offered Ganga Jal, Chandan, ashes, and milk to Lord Shiva. Uttar Pradesh 

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, BJP President J P Nadda, and a large number of 

saints from across the country attended the ceremony. 

SOME IMPORTANT POINTS: 

o The idea behind the project is to ensure that all heritage structures get preserved. 

o A total of 23 buildings will be inaugurated in phase 1 of the project. 

o They will provide a variety of facilities to the pilgrims visiting Shri Kashi 

Vishwanath Temple, including Yatri Suvidha Kendras, Tourist Facilitation 

Centre, Vedic Kendra, Mumukshu Bhavan, Bhogshala, City Museum, Viewing 

Gallery, and Food Court, among others. 

o The project is now spread over a massive area of about 5 lakh square feet, whereas 

earlier premises was limited to just around 3000 square feet. 

GANGA EXPRESSWAY 

o Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation stone of Ganga 

Expressway in Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh. PM Modi also addressed a rally at 

Railway Ground, Rouza on the occasion.  

o After completion of work, it will become the longest expressway of Uttar 

Pradesh. It will connect the western and eastern regions of the state. It starts near 

the Bijauli village in Meerut. It will extend till near the Judapur Dandu village in 

Prayagraj. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ABOUT THE GANGA EXPRESSWAY: 

o Ganga Expressway is a 594 Km long Expressway. It will be built at a cost of over 

Rs 36,200 crore. 

o It will pass through Meerut, Hapur, Bulandshahr, Amroha, Sambhal, Budaun, 

Shahjahanpur, Hardoi, Unnao, Rae Bareli, Pratapgarh, and Prayagraj districts. 

o 35 Km long airstrip for emergency take-off and landing of Air Force planes will 

also be constructed on the Expressway in Shahjahanpur. 

UNESCO RECOGNISES KOLKATA’S DURGA PUJA AS INTANGIBLE 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

o Who announced: - UNESCO 

o Durga Puja in Kolkata is the biggest religious festival of the 331-year-old city 

and the state of West Bengal 

o UNESCO says, Intangible Cultural Heritage includes traditions or living 

expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed on to our descendants, such 

as oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, 

knowledge, and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge 

and skills to produce traditional crafts. 

o UNESCO established its Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage to ensure better 

protection of important intangible cultural heritages worldwide and the awareness 

of their significance. 

o The list was established in 2008 when the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding 

of the Intangible Cultural Heritage took effect. 

Intangible Cultural Heritages:- (1)Tradition of Vedic chanting (2) Ramlila, the 

traditional performance of the Ramayana (3) Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre (4) Ramman, 

religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas, (5) Mudiyettu, ritual 

theatre and dance drama of Kerala (6) Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan (7) 

Chhau dance (8) Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in the 

trans-Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and Kashmir (9)Sankirtana, ritual singing, 

drumming and dancing of Manipur (10) Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil 

making among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab (11) Yoga (12) Nawrouz 

(13)Kumbh Mela 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BIHAR MAKHANA AS MITHILA MAKHANA 

o The Geographical Indications Registry (GIR) under the Central ministry of 

commerce has accepted the plea to rename Bihar Makhana as Mithila Makhana 

o Fox nuts, popularly known as makhana 

o Makhana is largely produced in the state of Bihar in India and countries like Japan 

and Russia. 

o Makhana is largely produced in the state of Bihar in India and countries like Japan 

and Russia. 

o They are beneficial to those suffering from high blood pressure, heart diseases, 

and obesity due to their high magnesium and low sodium content. 

o It is also recommended for diabetics too due to their low glycaemic index. 

o An anti-aging enzyme in these seeds is said to help repair damaged proteins. 

o Ayurvedic beliefs suggest that fox nuts have astringent properties that benefit the 

kidneys. 

SOME GI TAGS OF BIHAR: 

o Madhubani Paintings 

o Katarni Rice 

o Magahi Paan 

o Silao Khaja 

o Shahi Litchi 

o Bhagalpuri Zardalu 

UTTARAKHAND’S ASKOT WILDLIFE SANCTUARY DECLARED ECO -

SENSITIVE ZONE 

o Established to protect the endangered flagship species Musk Deer and its habitat, 

the picturesque Askot Wildlife Sanctuary in Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh has been 

finally declared as an Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ). 

o However, as per the gazette notification issued by the Union Environment 

Ministry on December 3, the Sanctuary area has been reduced—a stretch of 146 

square kilometers along which over 111 villages are located has been kept out of 

the ESZ ambit to make the flagship species habitat safe from human interferences. 

o Known as ‘Green Paradise on the Earth’, the Sanctuary which is situated some 

54 km north of Pithoragarh in the Kumaon region was established in 1986 

primarily for preserving the musk deer and other rare Himalayan species and their 

natural habitats. But because of the presence of the villages, it had been 

witnessing increased human encroachment as well as human-animal conflicts. 



 

 

o In the sanctuary, there are 2600 plants, 250 birds, and 37 mammal species like 

snow leopard, Himalayan black bear, Himalayan tahr, blue sheep, serow besides 

musk deer. Among the fauna are species like loong, monal, kalij pheasant, and 

cheer pheasant. 

o The sanctuary also has rare varieties of 2,600 Himalayan herbs and 250 varieties 

of birds and 37 varieties of reptiles. 

SEA LEVEL ALONG INDIAN COAST RISING AT 1.7 MM/YEAR 

o The sea level along the Indian coast was rising at about 1.7 millimetres per year 

according to the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services. 

o Shoreline change including erosion and sea-level rise were slow phenomena and 

manifesting globally, Ashwini Kr Choubey, minister of state in the Union 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change told the Lok Sabha on 

December 13, 2021. 

PARKER SOLAR PROBE 

o The Parker Solar Probe, launched by NASA, has become the first spacecraft to 

fly through the outer atmosphere of the Sun- ‘Corona’. 

o Launched in 2018, Parker Solar Probe will travel through the sun’s atmosphere, 

closer to the surface than any spacecraft before it, facing brutal heat and radiation 

conditions — and ultimately providing humanity with the closest-ever 

observations of a star. 

OBJECTIVES: 

o Trace the flow of energy that heats and accelerates the solar corona and solar 

wind. 

o Determine the structure and dynamics of the plasma and magnetic fields at the 

sources of the solar wind. 

o Explore mechanisms that accelerate and transport energetic particles. 

WHY STUDY CORONA? 

The corona is hotter than the surface of the sun. The corona gives rise to the solar wind, 

a continuous flow of charged particles that permeates the solar system. Unpredictable 

solar winds cause disturbances in our planet’s magnetic field and can play havoc with 

communications technology on Earth. Nasa hopes the findings will enable scientists to 

forecast changes in Earth’s space environment. 

 

 



 

 

JAMES WEBB SPACE TELESCOPE 

o NASA’s $10 billion telescopes James Webb Space Telescope designed to capture 

the first glimpse of the universe just shortly after the Big Bang is targeted for 

blast-off from the European Space Agency’s Kourou, French Guiana. 

o The revolutionary world’s first-of-its-kind space-science observatory of the next 

decade will capture the earliest galaxies believed to have formed during the early 

universe’s formation. The new telescope will help scientists to probe the 

structures and origins of our universe and our place in it. 

DIMENSIONS OF THE TELESCOPE: 

The telescope is unequalled in size and complexity. Its mirror measures 6.5 meters (21 

feet) in diameter — three times the size of the Hubble’s mirror — and is made of 18 

hexagonal sections. It is so large that it had to be folded to fit into the rocket. 

KEY FACTS: 

o Webb will be the premier space observatory for astronomers worldwide to extend 

the discoveries of the Hubble Space Telescope. 

o It will be the largest telescope ever placed in space and 100 times more powerful 

than Hubble. 

o The telescope will peer back in time over 13.5 billion years to see the first galaxies 

born after the Big Bang. 

o It will be the biggest telescope ever launched into space with a total mass of 6200 

kg. 

o Webb can see water vapor in extrasolar planet atmospheres. 

o They detect the heat signature of a bumblebee at the distance of the moon and can 

see details of the size of a US penny at the distance of about 24 miles (40 km). 

MORMUGAO, THE SECOND SHIP OF THE PROJECT 15B OF THE 

INDIAN NAVY 

o Mormugao, the Indian Navy's second indigenous stealth destroyer of the P15B 

class, planned to be commissioned in mid-2022, proceeded on her maiden sea 

sortie today.  

o 19th December is perhaps the most befitting date for the ship to put to sea as 

today the nation celebrates 60 years of Goa’s liberation from Portuguese rule. 

o Mormugao is being built at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDSL) as part of 

Project 15B destroyers. 



 

 

o The ship incorporates several niche indigenous technologies and is a shining 

example of Atma Nirbhar Bharat. She has provided thrust and impetus to the 

'Make in India' initiative. 

o Mormugao will add significantly to the Indian Navy’s combat capabilities. With 

the recent commissioning in November 2021 of INS Visakhapatnam 

'PRALAY', INDIA'S FIRST CONVENTIONAL BALLISTIC MISSILE 

o India conducted the second trial of the 'Pralay' conventional ballistic missile off 

the APJ Abdul Kalam Island in Odisha. 

o The developmental trial of the missile was successful with the platform reaching 

a range of 500 kilometres. 

o 'Pralay' is India's first conventional ballistic missile and is an answer to any 

conventional missile attack from northern or western borders. The missile 

development is significant as India had no conventionally armed ballistic missile 

and was hampered by the 'No First Use’ nuclear policy.  

o It is also the first time in history that two tests of conventional ballistic missiles 

were done successfully on consecutive days. 

o ‘Pralay’ is powered by a solid-propellant rocket motor and other new 

technologies. 

RS 76,000-CR SCHEME FOR SEMICONDUCTOR MANUFACTURING 

o The Union Cabinet approved a production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for 

semiconductor and display board production in the country. 

o The scheme envisages an investment of Rs 76,000 crore in semiconductor 

production over the next 5-6 years. 

o The programme aims to provide attractive incentive support to 

companies/consortia that are engaged in Silicon Semiconductor Fabs, Display 

Fabs, Compound Semiconductors / Silicon Photonics / Sensors (including 

MEMS) Fabs, Semiconductor Packaging (ATMP / OSAT), Semiconductor 

Design. 

o The programme will usher in a new era in electronics manufacturing by providing 

a globally competitive incentive package to companies in semiconductors and 

display manufacturing as well as design, said government while adding that 

semiconductors and displays are the foundation of modern electronics driving the 

next phase of digital transformation under Industry 4.0. 

 

 



 

 

ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT ROJGAR YOJANA: MAHARASHTRA 

TOPPED THE LIST 

o Maharashtra has topped the list of states with the maximum number of 

beneficiaries under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY), followed by 

Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. As many as 6,49,560 beneficiaries were recorded in 

Maharashtra, followed by Tamil Nadu (5,35,615), Gujarat (4,44,741), and 

Karnataka (3,07,164). 

o In Maharashtra, the beneficiaries have been provided with a total of Rs 409.72 

crore under the scheme to new employees of 17,524 establishments. 

ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT ROJGAR YOJANA 

o The government had launched ABRY to incentivize employment generation in 

Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) registered establishments 

during COVID-19 for a period from October 1, 2020, to March 31, 2022.  

o This scheme, being implemented through the Employees Provident Fund 

Organisation (EPFO), reduces the financial burden of the employers of various 

sectors/industries and encourages them to hire more workers. 

SHYAMA PRASAD MUKHERJI RURBAN MISSION (SPMRM) 

o Performance analysis of the scheme as per the latest survey: 

o Telangana stood first in the implementation of the Shyama Prasad Mukherji 

Rurban Mission (SPMRM). 

o Tamil Nadu and Gujarat took the second and third positions respectively. 

o Launched in 2016, the programme is designed to deliver catalytic interventions 

to rural areas on the threshold of growth. 

o It is now a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 

o Funding: Shared between the Centre and the State in a ratio of 60:40 for Plain 

area States and 90:10 for Himalayan and NE States. 

o The main objective of the scheme is bridging the rural-urban divide-viz: 

economic, technological, and those related to facilities and services. 

DEVELOPMENT: 

Under the mission, the Central government in coordination with the district 

administration has taken measures to bring about multi-layered phased development of 

the rural gram panchayats and villages on the lines of urban cities with proper civic 

amenities keeping the soul of villages intact. 

 

 



 

 

 WHAT ARE RURBAN AREAS? WHY DEVELOP THEM? 

A ‘Rurban cluster’, would be a cluster of geographically contiguous villages with a 

population of about 25000 to 50000 in plain and coastal areas and with a population of 

5000 to 15000 in desert, hilly or tribal areas. These clusters typically illustrate the 

potential for growth, have economic drivers, and derive locational and competitive 

advantages. 

THE LARGER OUTCOMES ENVISAGED UNDER THIS MISSION ARE: 

o Bridging the rural-urban divide-viz: economic, technological, and those related 

to facilities and services. 

o Stimulating local economic development with emphasis on reduction of poverty 

and unemployment in rural areas. 

o Spreading development in the region. 

o Attracting investment in rural areas. 

AVANI LEKHARA WON ‘BEST FEMALE DEBUT’ HONOUR AT THE 

2021 PARALYMPIC SPORT AWARDS 

o Indian shooter Avani Lekhara Thursday won the "Best Female Debut" honour at 

the 2021 Paralympic Awards for her record-breaking gold medal at the Tokyo 

Games. 

o The 20-year-old from Jaipur, who sustained spinal cord injury in a car accident 

in 2012, won the gold in the women's 10m Air Rife Standing SH1 event earlier 

this year. 

o With that special feat, she had broken the Paralympic Games record besides 

equalling the world record. 

o She also won a bronze in the 50m Rifle Three Positions Standing SH 1 event, 

becoming the first Indian female to win two medals in Games' history. 

o She was also awarded Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna, India's highest sporting 

honour, for her achievement. 

o India won an unprecedented 19 medals at the Paralympic Games including five 

gold, eight silver, and six bronze. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BWF WORLD BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIP: K SRIKANTH WON 

SILVER 

o Shuttler Kidambi Srikanth became the first Indian man to win a silver medal at 

BWF World Championships. 

o In the final, Kidambi was defeated by Singapore’s Loh Kean Yew by 21-15, 22-

20. This was the first time that a men’s player from Singapore won gold at BWF 

World Championships.  

o The badminton tournament was held from December 12 to 19, 2021 in Huelva, 

Spain. 

ABOUT THE 2021 BWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

2021 BWF World Championships is officially known as “Total Energies BWF World 

Championships 2021” for sponsorship purposes. The badminton tournament was held 

from December 12 to 19, 2021 in Huelva, Spain. Huelva was awarded this event in 

November 2018, when the announcement was made for 18 major badminton event hosts 

from 2019 to 2025. 

ANAHAT SINGH BECOMES FIRST INDIAN GIRL TO WIN JR SQUASH 

OPEN IN THE US 

o Indian teenager Anahat Singh has scripted history by winning the U-15 girls’ 

category of the prestigious Junior US Open Squash tournament in Philadelphia. 

o The 13-year-old girl from Delhi overcame powerhouse Egypt’s Jayda Marei in 

the final match 11-9, 11-5, 8-11, 11-5 played at the Arlen Spectre Centre. 

o More than 850 squash junior players, representing 41 countries, participated in 

the World’s largest junior individuals squash tournament. 

INDIA SPINNER HARBHAJAN SINGH ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 

FROM ALL FORMS OF COMPETITIVE CRICKET 

o Harbhajan, the first Indian to take a Test hat-trick, is fondly remembered for his 

sensational display of bowling in the historic 2001 Border-Gavaskar series 

against Australia where he took a record of 32 wickets in 3 matches to revive his 

cricketing career. 

o Harbhajan Singh is among the few players who have been part of India’s historic 

World Cup triumphs in 2007 (T20) and 2011. He picked up 7 wickets, bowling 

in tough phases in the inaugural T20 World Cup leading the spin-bowling attack 

in 2011 as India outclassed arch-rivals Pakistan in the semi-final before beating 

Sri Lanka in the final. 



 

 

o Notably, his last international appearance came back in 2016 in a T20 

international. Harbhajan took 417 wickets in 103 Tests, which is currently the 

fourth the greatest number of wickets by an Indian bowler in Test Cricket. 

o Harbhajan has played 163 matches in the IPL across 13 seasons (he didn't take 

part in 2020) for Mumbai Indians, Chennai Super Kings, and KKR and has taken 

150 wickets at an average of 26 and his best figures being 5/18. 

ARMY CHIEF GEN MM NARAVANE TAKES OVER AS CHAIRMAN OF 

CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE 

o Army Chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane assumed the charge as the 

chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee. 

o The chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee. that comprises all three service 

chiefs, used to be the senior-most post before the creation of the CDS rank two 

years ago. 

o Gen Naravane has been given the charge as the chairman of the committee as he 

is the senior-most among the three service chiefs. 

INDIAN MATHEMATICIAN NEENA GUPTA WINS RAMANUJAN PRIZE 

2021 

o Neena Gupta, a mathematician and professor at the Indian Statistical Institute in 

Kolkata, has been awarded the 2021 DST-ICTP-IMU Ramanujan Prize for young 

mathematicians from developing countries. 

o She received the prize for her outstanding work in affine algebraic geometry and 

commutative algebra, in particular for her solution to the Zariski cancellation 

problem for affine spaces. 

o Her solution for solving the Zariski cancellation problem earned her the 2014 

Young Scientists Award of the Indian National Science Academy. 

o Gupta was born and brought up in Kolkata. She completed her schooling at 

Khalsa High School, Dunlop after which she went to study BSc Maths (H) at 

Bethune College. She earned a masters and PhD in mathematics from the Indian 

Statistical Institute. 

o Gupta is the third woman to receive the Ramanujan Prize, which was first 

awarded in 2005. She is the fourth Indian to win this prestigious prize. Prior to 

her, three of the other four winners are also associated with the ISI Kolkata. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INDIA’S HARNAAZ SANDHU CROWNED 70TH MISS UNIVERSE 2021  

o Actor-model Harnaaz Sandhu made history as she was crowned Miss Universe 

2021 beating contestants from 80 countries, 21 years after India last brought home 

the title. While Paraguay’s Nadia Ferreira, 22, finished second, South Africa’s 

Lalela Mswane, 24, came third. 

o Only two Indians before Ms. Sandhu have won the title of Miss Universe— actors 

Sushmita Sen in 1994 and Lara Dutta in 2000. The 70th edition of the event was 

held in Eilat, Israel, where the 21-year-old bagged the coveted pageant. 

HARNAAZ SANDHU: 

The Chandigarh-based model, who is pursuing her master’s degree in public 

administration, was crowned by her predecessor Andrea Meza of Mexico, who won the 

pageant in 2020. Ms. Sandhu started her journey in pageantry when she won Times 

Fresh Face in 2017, representing Chandigarh at the age of 17. She later won the LIVA 

Miss Diva Universe 2021 title. 

ABOUT THE CEREMONY: 

The ceremony was hosted by Steve Harvey and saw performances by American singer 

JoJo. The selection committee included actor and Miss Universe India 2015 Urvashi 

Rautela, Adamari López, Adriana Lima, Cheslie Kryst, Iris Mittenaere, Lori Harvey, 

Marian Rivera and Rena Sofer. 

TIME MAGAZINE’S 2021 

o Athlete of the Year: - Simone Biles (gymnast, a four-time Olympic medalist) 

The world’s most decorated gymnast, a four-time Olympic medalist, was hailed 

for putting her mental health first when she withdrew from four event finals at 

the Tokyo Olympics. Despite the setback, the 24-year-old managed to earn a team 

all-around silver and a bronze in balance beam at the Tokyo Games. 

o Person of the Year: - Elon Musk, the CEO of Tesla, SpaceX 

o Hero of the Year: - vaccine scientists Kizzmekia Corbett, Barney Graham, 

Katalin Kariko, and Drew Weissman  

o Entertainer of the Year: - Olivia Rodrigo 

BHUTAN CONFERS PM MODI WITH ITS HIGHEST CIVILIAN AWARD 

Bhutan has honoured PM Modi with its highest civilian award, Ngadag Pel gi Khorlo. 

Bhutan’s Prime Minister Lotay Tshering has announced PM Modi’s name for Bhutan’s 

highest honour. The honour comes as an appreciation for India’s friendly approach to 

Bhutan under PM Modi’s governance. During the pandemic, India had extended support 



 

 

to the neighbouring country in the form of vaccines, medicines, and other emergency 

services. 

According to PMO Bhutan, ‘Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi has played an 

unconditional friendship over the years and has helped immensely during the 

Coronavirus Pandemic.  Before this, the current Prime Minister of India had been 

accorded the respective top honours of Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Russia, the 

Maldives, Palestine, and Bahrain. 

LIST OF INTERNATIONAL AWARDS RECEIVED BY NARENDRA 

MODI: 

1. Order of Abdulaziz Al Saud (Saudi Arabia) 

2. State Order of Ghazi Amir Amanullah Khan (Afghanistan) 

3. Grand Collar of the State of Palestine Award (Palestine) 

4. Order of Zayed Award (United Arab Emirates) 

5. Order of St. Andrew award (Russia) 

6. Order of the Distinguished Rule of Nishan Izzuddin (Maldives) 

7. Champions of the Earth Award (United Nations Environment Programme) 

8. Global Goalkeeper award (Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation) 

SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARD 2021 

o Sahitya Akademi announced its prestigious Sahitya Akademi Awards, Yuva 

Puraskar and Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2021 in various languages. According to the 

board, an engraved copper plate, shawl and an amount of Rs 1 lakh will be given 

to the main Sahitya Akademi prize winner and an engraved copper plate and an 

amount of Rs 50,000 each will be given to the Yuva Puraskar and Bal Sahitya 

Puraskar. 

o The Sahitya Akademi Award 2021 was given in 20 Indian languages, the winner 

of Gujarati, Maithili, Manipuri, and Urdu languages will be announced at a later 

date. The superintendent of Shivaji University, Kolhapur, Dr. The main award of 

Sahitya Akademi has been announced for Kiran Gurav. 

o The Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2021 were awarded for 22 Indian languages 

and the award in Tamil will be declared later, there was no award given in 

Rajasthani language this year. Young Marathi writer Pranav Sakhdev has been 

awarded the Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2021. 

o The Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2021 was given in 22 Indian languages, no Bal Sahitya 

Puraskar was given in Gujarati and Punjabi languages this year. Sanjay Wagh has 

been awarded the Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2021 in Marathi. 

 



 

 

YOUGOV: PM MODI WORLD’S 8TH MOST ADMIRED MAN IN 2021  

o Prime Minister Narendra Modi has ranked 8th on the list of the world’s top 20 

most admired men, in a survey carried out by data analytics company YouGov.  

o PM Modi is ahead of Shah Rukh Khan, Amitabh Bachchan, and Virat Kohli. The 

list has been compiled taking feedback from 42,000 people in 38 countries. 

o Apart from PM Modi, the other Indian men who, according to the survey, were 

the most admired in 2021 include Sachin Tendulkar, Shah Rukh Khan, Amitabh 

Bachchan, and Virat Kohli. The list also includes the most admired Indian women 

of 2021 has Priyanka Chopra, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, and Sudha Murty. 

Rank Men Women 

1 Barack Obama Michelle Obama 

2 Bill Gates Angelina Jolie 

3 Xi Jinping Queen Elizabeth II 

4 Cristiano Ronaldo Oprah Winfrey 

5 Jackie Chan Scarlett Johansson 

6 Elon Musk Emma Watson 

7 Lionel Messi Taylor Swift 

8 Narendra Modi Angela Merkel 

9 Vladimir Putin Malala Yousafzai 

10 Jack Ma Priyanka Chopra 

11 Warren Buffett Kamala Harris 

12 Sachin Tendulkar Hillary Clinton 

13 Donald Trump Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 

14 Shah Rukh Khan Sudha Murty 

15 Amitabh Bachchan Greta Thunberg 

16 Pope Francis Melania Trump 

17 Imran Khan Lisa 



 

 

18 Virat Kohli Liu Yifei 

19 Andy Lau Yang Mi 

20 Joe Biden Jacinda Ardern 

DESMOND TUTU 

o Tutu, a Nobel Peace Prize winner who helped end the racist regime in South 

Africa, died last Sunday aged 90. 

o Tutu won the Nobel prize in 1984 in recognition of his non-violent opposition to 

white minority rule. A decade later, he witnessed the end of that regime and 

chaired a Truth and Reconciliation Commission, set up to unearth atrocities 

committed under it. 

o He was diagnosed with prostate cancer in the late 1990s. 

o He had been awarded the 2005 Gandhi Peace Prize by India for his contributions 

to social and political transformation through the Gandhian values of dialogue 

and tolerance. 

TAMIL NADU ANNOUNCED ‘TAMIL THAAI VAAZHTHU’ AS STATE 

SONG 

o Tamil Nadu government has announced ‘Tamil Thaai Vaazhthu’ as the state 

anthem. It should be sung before the start of any functions in all educational 

institutions, universities, government offices, and public sector undertakings.  

o The decision comes in the wake of the Madras High Court recently ruling that 

‘Tamil Thai Vaazhthu’ is a prayer song and not an anthem.  

o Government Order to this effect has been issued, mandating that all barring the 

differently-abled persons should remain standing when the 55-second-long song 

is sung. 

o The ‘Tamil Thai Vaazhthu’ enjoy official status since 1970. It is the official song 

of the union territory of Puducherry as well.  

o Jaya Bharata Jananiya Tanujate is the official state anthem of Karnataka and 

Bande Utkal Janani is the official state anthem of Odisha. 

JHARKHAND ASSEMBLY PASSES BILL TO PREVENT MOB 

VIOLENCE, LYNCHING 

o Jharkhand Assembly has passed the Prevention of Mob Violence and Mob 

Lynching Bill, 2021, which aims at providing “effective protection” of 

constitutional rights and the prevention of mob violence in the state.  



 

 

o After including one amendment, the Bill was passed and sent to the Governor for 

his assent. Once notified, Jharkhand will become the fourth state to bring in such 

a law after West Bengal, Rajasthan and Manipur. 

ABOUT THE BILL: 

o The bill provides a jail term of three years to life imprisonment and fines of up to 

₹25 lakh against those involved in mob lynching leading to “injury or death”. 

o The Bill defines lynching as “any act or series of acts of violence or death or 

aiding, abetting or attempting an act of violence or death, whether spontaneous 

or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, 

language, dietary practices, sexual orientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or 

any other ground”. 

o In case of a lynching incident leading to the victim suffering hurt, the convicts 

will be punished with imprisonment up to 3 years and a fine between ₹1 lakh to 

₹3 lakh. 

 


