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CONFERENCE 
94TH AKHIL BHARATIYA SAHITYA SAMMELAN  BEGINS IN NASHIK 

o The 94th Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan (All India Marathi Literary 

Meet) was inaugurated by renowned litterateur Vishwas Patil. The event, which 

is being held at Kusumagraj Nagari in Bhujbal Knowledge City here, has been 

been organized by Lokhitwadi Mandal. 

o The Sammelan was to be held at MET College, Adgaon, Nashik from 26th to 

28th March, 2021. The chairman of this meeting is Jayant Narlikar. The meeting 

was postponed due to Covid. 

o The venue of the 95th Sahitya Sammelan has also been decided at the conclusion 

of this Sahitya Sammelan. Marathwada has got the honor of the upcoming 

Marathi Sahitya Sammelan. The 95th Marathi Sahitya Sammelan will be held in 

Udgir, Latur district. 

INDIAN OCEAN CONFERENCE 

o The 5th Indian Ocean Conference theme "Ecology, Economy, Epidemic" was 

held in Abu Dhabi.  

o The event is organised by the India foundation and is chaired by Sri Lankan 

President, Gotabaya Rajapaksa.  

o This year the conference is dealing with the challenges faced by the Indian ocean, 

due to the effects of the pandemic, economic decline and climate change. 

INDEX 
COST OF LIVING INDEX 2021 

The Economic Intelligence Unit recently released Cost of Living Index 2021. According 

to the report, Tel Aviv of Israel is the most expensive city in the world. 

KEY FINDINGS 

o Tel Aviv is the world’s most expensive cities. It was followed by Paris in second 

place and Singapore in third place. 



 

 

o In 2020, Paris was the most expensive city according to the index. 

o In 2021, Zurich and Hong Kong were at fourth and fifth places respectively. 

o Overall, the upper rankings were dominated by developed Asian cities and 

European cities. 

o The lowest rankings were occupied by cities in Africa, Middle East and less 

wealthier parts of Asia. 

INFERENCE 

The index shows that the overall prices of goods and services in the world have 

increased by 3.5%. In 2020, this was 1.9%. 

REASONS FOR THE INCREASE IN PRICE RISE 

o The global supply chain was greatly affected due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

its restrictions. This affected the production and trade all over the world. And 

eventually led to the price rise. 

o The oil price rise played a major role in the price rise. The unleaded petrol prices 

increased by 21%. 

o Apart from oil, the prices of recreation, personal care products and tobacco 

products also increased. 

NOTABLE PRICE RISE CITIES 

o The highest price rise was reported in the Iranian city Tehran. It jumped from 

79th rank in 2020 to 29th rank in 2021. This was mainly due to US sanctions. The 

US sanctions led to shortages and higher prices. 

o The Syrian city Damascus was ranked the lowest. This is because its war-torn 

economy is still struggling to recover. 

o Both Damascus and Tehran are suffering from high inflation. 

o The other cities that are suffering from high inflation are Buenos in Argentina 

and Caracas in Venezuela. 

ABOUT COST-OF-LIVING INDEX 



 

 

o The Cost-of-Living Index tracks the cost of living of 173 cities in the world. It 

compares more than 200 every day products and services. 

o The index bench marks the prices against the prices in New York. Thus, the cities 

with currencies that are stronger than the US Dollars appear higher in the ranking. 

o Indian cities in the index 

o None of the Indian cities topped the first 20 ranks. However, Tokyo of Japan, 

Shanghai of China topped in first twenty ranks. 

ASIA POWER INDEX 2021 

o India ranked fourth most powerful country according to the Lowy Institute Asia 

Power Index. However, India’s overall score went down by two points from 2020, 

standing at 37.7 out of 100. It fell short of the major power threshold and is among 

the 18 countries which showed a downward trend in overall scores in 2021. 

o Lowy Institute is an independent think tank that releases the Asia Power Index 

by assessing the resources and influence to rank the relative power of states in the 

Indo-Pacific region. Lowy Institute has been releasing this index every year since 

2018. 

o India stands at the fourth position in other measures like economic capability, 

military capability, resilience, and cultural influence. 

o As India and Japan, are lagging behind, Asia is becoming more and more 

‘bipolar’ as the US and China continue to hold more power in the region. 

o Here Is a List of Top 10 Countries  

1. United States of America 

2. China 

3. Japan 

4. India 

5. Russia 

6. Australia 

7. South Korea 

8. Singapore 



 

 

9. Indonesia 

10. Thailand 

WORLD INEQUALITY REPORT 2022 

o The report, titled "World Inequality Report 2022", has been authored by Lucas 

Chancel, co-director of the World Inequality Lab, and coordinated by several 

experts, including French economist Thomas Piketty. 

o India stands out as a "poor and very unequal" country, with the top 1 per cent of 

the population holding more than one-fifth of the total national income in 2021 

and the bottom half just 13 per cent. 

o The average national income of the Indian adult population is Rs 2,04,200. Here, 

the bottom 50% of earns Rs 53,610 while the top 10% earns Rs 11,66,520, over 

20 times more. In India, the top 10% and top 1% hold 57% and 22% of the total 

national income respectively while the share of the bottom 50% has gone down 

to 13%. 

o Gender inequalities in India are very high. "The female labour income share is 

equal to 18 per cent. This is significantly lower than the average in Asia (21 per 

cent, excluding China)," the report said, adding that this value is one of the 

lowest in the world, slightly higher than the average share in Middle East (15 

per cent). 

o Among the BRICS nations, South Africa and Brazil have wider income 

inequalities as compared to India. Income gap between top 10% and bottom 50% 

stood at 1 to 63 in South Africa and 1 to 29 in Brazil. In China and Russia, the 

income gap was 1 to 14. 

INDIA SKILLS REPORT 2022 

o India's employability has improved marginally to 46.2 per cent from 45.97 per 

cent this year, according to India Skills Report (ISR) 2022.  

o The gender gap in employability has also bettered with the women employable 

pool constantly increasing.  



 

 

o According to the report, 51.44 per cent of women are highly employable, whereas 

45.97 per cent of men are highly employable.  

o Further, more than 88 per cent graduates are looking for internship opportunities 

this year, as per ISR 2022 published by Wheebox in partnership with CII, AICTE, 

AIU, Taggd, SUnston Eduversity and UNDP. 

o The report also highlighted that candidate from states of the likes of Kerala, 

Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh (UP) had the highest employability this year as 

against last year where Karnataka, UP, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra had the 

highest employability. 

TOP 5 STATES WITH HIGHEST EMPLOYABILITY 

Rank State Employability % 

1 Maharashtra 66.1 

2 Uttar Pradesh 65.2 

3 Kerala 64.2 

4 West Bengal 63.8 

5 Karnataka 59.3 

WORLD TALENT RANKING 2021 

o Switzerland leads the top 10 economies in the IMD 2021 World Talent Ranking 

2021, showing a pandemic-induced trend in which employees are more motivated 

in more competitive economies and less so in non-competitive ones. 

o Sweden is 2nd (up from 5th in 2020 in the same ranking), Luxembourg 3rd (also 

3rd in 2020), Norway 4th, and Denmark 5th. Switzerland has been ranked number 

1 for five years in a row. 

o The Institute for Management Development’s World Competitiveness Center 

take a three-pronged approach in measuring talent in economies. 

1. The Investment & Development factor measures the resources earmarked to 

cultivate a homegrown workforce. 

2. The Appeal factor evaluates the extent to which an economy attracts foreign and 

retains local talent. 

3. And the Readiness factor measures the quality of the skills and competencies 

that are available in a country’s talent pool. 



 

 

PROGRAMME 

ADB APPROVES $500-MILLION LOAN TO IMPROVE QUALITY OF 

SCHOOL EDUCATION 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $500 million loan to the 

Government of India to help improve the quality of the country’s school education and 

mitigate the impact of the Covid-19) pandemic on students’ learning. The loan supports 

the Integrated Scheme for School Education (Samagra Shiksha) and the new Exemplar 

School Initiative of the Ministry of Education (MOE) to improve education quality by 

focussing on inclusive and equitable learning outcomes. 

About 1,800 government schools will be transformed into exemplar schools in Assam, 

Gujarat, Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, and Uttarakhand. Exemplar schools will demonstrate 

quality learning environments and effective learning, which will become a model for 

replication in other government schools across the country. 

‘SHE IS A CHANGEMAKER’ PROGRAMME LAUNCHED BY 

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN 

o National Commission for Women (NCW) has launched a pan-India capacity 

building programme, ‘She is a Changemaker’ for women representatives at all 

levels, gram panchayats to parliament members and political workers including 

office bearers of National/State political parties.  

o The programme was launched by Ms Rekha Sharma, Chairperson of the National 

Commission for Women. To improve leadership skills of grassroots women 

political leaders. 

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME: 

o The official launch of training programmes under the ‘She is a Changemaker’ 

series was held in collaboration with Rhambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini, Thane, 

Maharashtra. 

o The three-day capacity building programme for ‘Women in Municipal 

Corporation’ will be organised from 7thto 9th December.  

The capacity building programme will be undertaken in association with region-wise 

training institutes with an objective to undertake capacity building of women political 

leaders and improve their decision making and communication skills including, oration, 

writing, etc. 

 

 

 



 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL  

VARANASI BECAME 1ST INDIAN CITY TO START ROPEWAY 

SERVICE 

o Varanasi, a city in Uttar Pradesh is all set to become the first Indian city to start 

ropeway service as a mode of public transport in order to ease the traffic 

congestion.  

o The proposed ropeway will be constructed between Cantt Railway Station 

(Varanasi Junction) to Church Square (Godauliya) covering an aerial distance of 

3.45 km.  

o Its outlay is over Rs 400 crore which is divided between Central Government and 

State Government at 80:20.  

o India will be the third country in the world after Bolivia and Mexico to use a 

ropeway for public transport. 

CYCLONE JAWAD 

Cyclone Jawad in the Bay of Bengal is expected to hit the Visakhapatnam coast on the 

evening of December 4 (Saturday). The cyclone will then make landfall on the Odisha 

coast. Heavy rains are expected along the coasts of Andhra and Odisha during this 

period. The rain will be heavier on Saturday. The wind speed will initially be 50 to 55 

kmph, gradually increasing to 100 kmph. 

The name Jawad is given by Saudi Arabia. 

KAZHUVELI WETLAND DECLARED AS THE 16TH BIRD SANCTUARY 

OF TAMIL NADU 

The Kazhuveli Watershed in Villupuram district of Tamil Nadu has been declared as 

the 16th Bird Sanctuary.  

The declaration was made under sub-section (1) of section 18 of the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972. The Kazhuveli Watershed is the second largest saltwater lake in 

South India after Pulikat. 

ABOUT THE KAZHUVELI BIRD SANCTUARY: 

o The sanctuary is located on the east coast of Tamil Nadu in the Bay of Bengal. 

o Kazhuveli is an internationally important wetland covering an area of 670 sq. km 

along the east coast of Tamil Nadu. 

o Note- The southern part of the wetland land was declared as reserved land in 

2001. 

o The sanctuary covers 13 villages in Villupuram district. 



 

 

o It is home to a wide variety of flora and fauna for long-lived migratory birds from 

Central Asia and Siberia. 

KEN-BETWA RIVER INTERLINKING PROJECT APPROVED BY 

CABINET 

o The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, today has 

approved the funding and implementation of Ken-Betwa inter-linking of rivers 

project. 

o The project will pave the way for more interlinking of river projects in India and 

also showcase to the world our ingenuity and vision.  

o This project involves transfer of water from the Ken to the Betwa River through 

the construction of Daudhan Dam and a canal linking the two rivers, the Lower 

Orr Project, Kotha Barrage -and Bina Complex Multipurpose Project. The project 

will provide an annual irrigation of 10.62 lakh ha, drinking water supply to a 

population of about 62 lakhs and also generate 103 MW of hydropower and 27 

MW solar power. The Project is proposed to be implemented in 8 years with state-

of-the-art technology.  

o The Project will be of immense benefit to the water starved Bundelkhand region, 

spread across the states of MP and UP. This project will provide enormous 

benefits to the districts of Panna, Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur, Sagar, Damoh, Datia, 

Vidisha, Shivpuri and Raisen of Madhya Pradesh and Banda, Mahoba, Jhansi & 

Lalitpur of Uttar Pradesh.  

o The project is expected to boost socio-economic prosperity in the backward 

Bundelkhand region on account of increased agricultural activities and 

employment generation. It would also help in arresting distress migration from 

this region.  

o This project also comprehensively provides for environment management and 

safeguards. For this purpose, a comprehensive landscape management plan is 

under finalization by Wildlife Institute of India.  

BACKGROUND: 

o On 22nd March 2021, a historic agreement was signed between the Union 

Minister of Jal Shakti and the Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar 

Pradesh to implement the first major centrally driven river interlinking project in 

the country.  

o This agreement heralds the beginning of inter- state cooperation to implement the 

vision of Sh. Atal Bihari Vajpayee to carry water from areas that have surpluses 

to drought prone and water deficit areas, through the interlinking of rivers. 



 

 

HAIDERPUR WETLAND IN UTTAR PRADESH RECOGNISED AS 

RAMSAR SITE 

o haiderpur wetland has been declared as ramsar site with the objective of 

promoting biodiversity in hastinapur forest sanctuary area.  

o Haiderpur wetland spread over 6900 hectares along the central ganga barrage has 

been declared as the 47th Ramsar site in Uttar Pradesh. 

o The biodiversity here attracts birds. exotic birds cross the hills of Mongolia and 

reach here. 

o There are many species of dolphins, turtles, crocodiles, crocodiles, beavers, deer 

and butterflies etc. bird expert ashish loya points out that declaring haiderpur 

wetland as Ramsar site will pay full attention to the maintenance of birds and 

other organisms. 

o Migratory birds start arriving in haiderpur wetland in November. more than 300 

species of birds have been identified here. 

o More than 4,000 fragrance duck herds have been seen. 

NATIONAL BLOCKCHAIN STRATEGY 

The National Blockchain Strategy was recently proposed by the Ministry of Electronics 

and IT. The strategy has adopted multi – institutional approach. It involves NIC 

(National Informatics Centre), C – DAC (Centre for Development of Advanced 

Computing) and NICSI (National Informatics Centre services Inc) for offering 

blockchain as service. 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL BLOCKCHAIN STRATEGY? 

It aims to provide trusted digital platform for providing e – governance services using 

blockchain technology. 

It involves human resource development, collaboration, regulatory framework, 

technology stack, standards development. 

It seeks the union government to develop state – specific block chain applications. 

KEY FEATURES 

The strategy will explore the possibility of use of technology for medical supplies and 

vaccines. 

It will improve transparency and efficiency in governance. 



 

 

NITI Aayog has recognised Blockchain technology as a promising technology. 

According to NITI Aayog, the technology has notable features such as accountability 

and decentralisation. 

NATIONAL BLOCKCHAIN STRATEGY ON CRYPTO CURRENCY 

The National Blockchain Strategy has kept crypto currency out of the ambit of its 

framework. However, the Government of India had listed a bill called “The 

Cryptocurrency and Regulation of Official Digital Currency Bill, 2021”. The bill 

provides a framework for the creation of official digital currency. Also, the RBI is to 

create digital money. 

COMET A1 LEONARD 

A comet is expected to fly past Earth next week during its journey through our Solar 

System towards the Sun. The comet, named Leonard after the astronomer Gregory 

Leonard, who discovered it earlier January this year, is likely to be bright when it makes 

its closest approach to Earth on December 12. The comet is still visible in the sky in the 

east, before sunrise. On the 12th, it’s time to switch to early evening observing for your 

best view of Comet Leonard. At this point, it’s best to step outside at sunset to look for 

the comet in the southwest as it first moves past Venus and Mercury, then Saturn and 

Jupiter.  

The comet, which has a greenish coma, was discovered around the heart of NGC 4631, 

better known as the Whale Galaxy. With its closest approach to Earth (and even closer 

approach to Venus) still to come in December, comet Leonard will become brighter on 

January 3, 2022, when it is expected to reach the Sun and fly out for a million years. 

Subsequently, it will become an interstellar comet, leaving our Solar System behind. 

AGRO – CLIMATIC ZONES OF INDIA 

Agro – Climatic Zone is a land that is suitable for growing particular type of crop. It is 

essential to delineate the land in the country into agro – climatic zones for sustainable 

agricultural production. 

 



 

 

WHAT ARE THE AGRO – CLIMATIC ZONES OF INDIA? 

There are 15 agro – climatic zones in India. They are western Himalayas, eastern 

Himalayas, lower gangetic plains, middle gangetic plains, upper gangetic plains, trans 

gangetic plains, eastern plateau and hills, central plateau and hills, western plateau and 

hills, southern plateau and hills, east coast plains and hills, west coast plains and hills, 

Gujarat Plains and Hills, western dry region and islands. 

What is the difference between agro – climatic zone and agro – ecological zone? 

An Agro – Ecological Zone is carved out from the Agro – Climatic Zone. It is the land 

unit that acts as a modifier to climate and length of growing period. There are 20 agro – 

ecological zones in India. 

The Agro – Climatic Zone has two major variants. They are climate and growing period. 

The Agro – Ecological Zone has four major variables. They are climate, soil types, 

landforms and length of growing period. 

NARP FOR AGRO – CLIMATIC ZONES 

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research launched National Agricultural Research 

Project to set up zonal research centres in each agro – climatic zone. These centres will 

analyse agro – ecological conditions and cropping patterns in the regions. 

AGRO CLIMATIC ZONES IN PUNJAB 

There are six agro – climatic zones in Punjab. They are Flood Plain Region (FPR), 

Western Region (WR), Western Plain Region (WPR), Central Plain Region (CPR), 

Undulating Plain Region (UPR) and Sub – Mountain Undulating Region. In these zones, 

the rainfall pattern, soil texture, climatic conditions, humidity conditions and 

temperature are different from each other. 

WHAT IS GREATER TIPRALAND? 

Greater Tipraland is a region in Tripura. Several tribals are demanding to make the 

region as a separate state. 

 

 



 

 

WHAT IS THE ISSUE? 

There are 19 notified Scheduled Tribes in Tripura. Among these, 5.92 lakh are Tripuris, 

1.88 lakh are Reangs. These three tribal groups are the major tribals in the state. Some 

of the minor tribal groups have joined hands and formed TIPRA Motha (Tirpaha 

Indigenous Regional Alliance) and IPFT (Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura) 

political parties. These parties are now arguing that they want a separate state for their 

“survival and existence”. 

CONSTITUTIONAL VALIDITY IN THE ISSUE 

They claim that they are making the demand under Article 2 and Article 3 of the 

constitution. Article 2 of the constitution says that “The Parliament shall permit the 

establishment of new states and union territories and also permit the entry of new states 

and UTs into the Indian Union”. Article 3 says that “Parliament shall increase or 

diminish the area of a state”. 

WHY DID THE ISSUE COME INTO PICTURE? 

Tripura was ruled by Manikya dynasty since the late 13th century till it signed the 

Instrument of Accession with the Government of India in 1949. Instrument of Accession 

is the document signed by the Indian states to enter into Union of India after 

independence. In due course, some of the indigenous tribes in the region have become 

minority in the state. This happened mainly because of the displacement of the Bengalis 

from East Pakistan during 1971 war. In 1881, the tribal population in the state was 

63.77%. It reduced to 31.8% in 2011. 

PROJECT RE – HAB 

Project RE – HAB is Reducing Elephant Human – Attacks using Bees. It was recently 

launched in Assam. 

WHAT IS PROJECT RE – HAB? 

The Project RE – HAB creates “bee fences”. The honey bees in these fences’ thwart 

elephant attacks in human habitations. They dissuade the elephants without harming 

them. It is highly cost – effective as compared to erecting fences or digging trenches. 



 

 

Simultaneously, it increases honey production and increases farmer income. Also, the 

project helps to address climate change issues by regenerating forest cover. 

HOW DOES THE PROJECT WORK? 

Under the project, the bee boxes are placed in the premises of human habitation. They 

are placed as fences. Around 15 to 20 bee boxes are placed around the habitation that is 

to be protected. The buzz of the bees irritates the elephants the most. They fear that the 

honey bees might sting them in their trunks and eyes. And therefore, they do not walk 

ahead of the boxes. The boxes are connected with a string. When the elephants try to 

pass through the string, a pull or tug causes the bees to swarm towards the elephant. 

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY 

The Project RE – HAB is implemented by the Khadi and Village Industries Commission 

(KVIC). The KVIC is a statutory body established under Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission Act, 1956. The main function of KVIC is to plan, promote, organize and 

implement programmes for the development of village industries in rural areas. 

PROJECT RE – HAB A SUB – MISSION TO NATIONAL HONEY 

MISSION 

The Project RE – HAB is a sub mission to National Honey Mission of KVIC. It was 

launched to provide awareness and training in using bee boxes along the bee colonies. 

The mission was launched in 2017 and is in line with Sweet Revolution. 

WHERE WAS PROJECT RE – HAB LAUNCHED? 

The Project was first launched in Karnataka. Upon its huge success in the state, it is to 

be launched in West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 

What is the need for the project? 

Between 2014 and 2019, around 403 deaths occurred due to elephant – human conflict. 

397 deaths occurred in Odisha, 349 in Jharkhand, 332 in Assam, 170 in Karnataka and 

289 in Chhattisgarh. Also, around 500 elephants died in human – elephant conflict in 

the last five years alone. 

 



 

 

DEFENCE 
EXERCISE  

Name Countries When Where 

Ekuverin means 

“Friends” 

India and 

Maldives. 

11th edition 6 to 

19 December 

Kadhdhoo Island 

Maldives 

PANEX-21 

Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster 

Relief Exercise 

BIMSTEC 

countries 

20 to 22 

December 

Pune 

INDIA SUCCESSFULLY TEST-FIRES VERTICALLY LAUNCHED SHORT 

RANGE SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE 

o India successfully test-fired the Vertically Launched Short Range Surface to Air 

Missile (VL-SRSAM) from Integrated Test Range (ITR) in Chandipur off the 

coast of Odisha. 

o According to Defence Research and Development Organisation officials 

(DRDO), the air defence system can engage targets at around 15km. The VL-

SRSAM, indigenously designed and developed by DRDO for the Indian Navy, is 

meant for neutralising various aerial threats at close ranges, including sea-

skimming targets. 

o he first trial was conducted on February 22 this year and this was a confirmatory 

trial to prove the consistent performance of the configuration and integrated 

operation.  

SIPRI RELEASES NEW DATA OF ARMS SALES 

o The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) has released its 

report on Top 100 arms-producing and military services companies, 2020’.  

o As per SIPRI data, despite the lockdown measures, general economic downturn 

and erratic supply chains due to the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, the arms 

industry appears not to have been too highly affected. 



 

 

o In 2020, sales of weapons and military services by 100 largest companies of the 

arm industry was at $531 billion. The sale has increased by 1.3 percent as 

compared to 2019. 

o As per SIPRI, 2020 marked the sixth consecutive year of growth in arms sales by 

100 largest companies of the arm industry, because sales were 17 percent higher 

as compared to in 2015 when SIPRI first included data on Chinese firms. 

o Combined arms sales by the three Indian companies in the Top 100 grew by 1.7 

per cent. In 2020, the Indian Government announced a phased ban on imports of 

certain types of military equipment to bolster self-reliance in arms production. 

o According to SIPRI, the United States has the highest number of companies 

featured among top 100 in arms sales. The arms sales of 41 US companies 

accounted for $285 billion. It increased by 1.9 percent as compared with 2019. 

These companies also responsible for 54 percent of top 100’s sales. Since 2018, 

top 5 companies in SIPRI’s ranking have been US-based. 

o US is followed by top Chinese firms whose combined sales accounted for an 

estimated $66.8 billion in 2020. It was 1.5 percent more as compared to 2019. 

Chinese firms were responsible for 13 percent of the total top 100 companies’ 

sales in 2020. 

o According to SIPRI report, 26 European arms companies have been featured 

among top 100 and they accounted for 21 percent of total arms sales. Sales by the 

European firm in top 10, increased by 6.6 percent, amounting to $24 billion. 

o 7 British companies accounted for arms sales of $37.5 billion. 

o Russian arms sales have decreased for the third consecutive year. The combined 

sales of 9 Russian companies in top 100 decreased to $26.4 billion in 2020, as 

compared to $28.2 billion in 2019 

 

 

 



 

 

SPORTS 

LIONEL MESSI WINS A SEVENTH BALLON D’OR  

Lionel Messi has won the Ballon d’Or for a seventh time after being named as the best 

player in 2021 by France Football. Messi scored 41 goals and registered 17 assists in 56 

appearances in all competitions for club and country and led Argentina to a long-awaited 

Copa America win in the summer. Messi also won in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, and in 

2015. The 34-year-old scored 38 goals in 48 games last season for Barcelona and won 

the Copa del Rey before captaining Argentina to Copa America glory in July. 

BALLON D’OR 2021 WINNERS: 

o Ballon d’Or (Men): Lionel Messi (PSG/Argentina) 

o Club of the year: Chelsea Football Club 

o Yashin Trophy for best goalkeeper: Gianluigi Donnarumma (PSG/Italy) 

o Ballon d’Or (Women): Alexia Putellas (Barcelona/Spain) 

o Striker of the year: Robert Lewandowski (Bayern Munich/Poland) 

o Kopa Trophy for best young male player: Pedri (Barcelona/Spain) 

ARGENTINA BEAT SIX-TIME CHAMPIONS GERMANY TO LIFT 

JUNIOR HOCKEY WORLD CUP 

Argentina showcased its organised game with great composure to beat six-time 

champion German side 4-2 and win the title after 16 years in the men’s Hockey Junior 

World Cup at the Kalinga Stadium. Argentina has become the only third team after 

Germany (six wins) and India (2001, 2016) to win multiple Junior Hockey WC titles. 

Defending champions India finished fourth in the junior hockey world cup 2021 after 

losing 1-3 to France in the third-place match. 

OTHER AWARDS: 

o Best Player of the Tournament: Timothée Clément (FRANCE) 

o Best Goalkeeper of the Tournament: Anton Brinckman (GERMANY) 

o Hero Top Scorer of the Tournament: Miles Bukkens (NETHERLANDS) (18 

goals) 



 

 

o Odisha Fair Play Award: Team Chile 

o Odisha Fans Choice Award for Best Goal of the Tournament: Ignacio Nardolillo 

(ARGENTINA) 

o Hockey India Maximum Team Goals: NETHERLANDS (45 goals) 

o Hockey India Best Goal Saved of the Tournament: Mahmoud Seleem (EGYPT) 

o AM/NS India Best Coach of the Tournament: Johannes Schmitz (GERMANY) 

FIH MEN’S HOCKEY WORLD CUP 2021 

The FIH Men’s Hockey Junior World Cup 2021 was hosted by Bhubaneswar, Odisha 

between November 24- December 5, 2021. The top 16 teams had participated in the 

tournament including India, Germany, Belgium, Argentina, Canada, South Africa, 

Egypt, Pakistan, Korea, Malaysia, Poland, France, Chile, Spain, USA and the 

Netherlands. 

ANJU BOBBY GEORGE WINS WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD FROM 

WORLD ATHLETICS 

The Indian Athlete Anju Bobby George has won the Woman of the Year Award from 

World Athletics. She has won the award for grooming young girls to take up sports. 

WHAT ARE ANJU’S ACHIEVEMENTS?  

She is a gold medallist in 2005 IAAF World Athletics Finals. 

She was the first Indian athlete to win bronze medal in long jump at the World 

Championships in Athletics held in 2013 in Paris. 

In 2004 Olympics, she finished sixth. 

AWARDS 

Anju was awarded the Arjuna award in 2002, Padma Shri in 2004, Khel Ratna in 2003. 

In 2021, she won the BBC lifetime achievement award in the category of Best Athlete. 

Why is Anju felicitated with Woman of the Year Award? 

In 2016, she formed a sports academy for young girls. Through this she has helped India 

advance in sports and also inspire more women to follow her footsteps. She is also 

presented with the award for advocating gender equality. 



 

 

WHO IS ANJU BOBBY GEORGE? 

Anju was born in Cheeranchira village in Kottayam, Kerala. She was born in 

Kochuparambil family, an orthodox family. She developed interests into athletics from 

her father. She started her career with Heptathlon. Later she won medals in Delhi Junior 

Asian Championship, South Asian Federation Games (held in Nepal), Commonwealth 

games held in Manchester and also won gold medal at the Asian Games held in Busan. 

She is married to Robert Bobby George. George is a former national champion in triple 

jump and Anju’s coach too. Currently, Anju is the Chairperson of TOPS (Target 

Olympic Podium Scheme) and also the Executive member of Khelo India project. 

INDIAN SHUTTLER PV SINDHU WON SILVER AT BWF WORLD TOUR 

FINALS 2021 

Indian Shuttler and 2-time Olympic medalist Pusarla V Sindhu, world’s number 7, won 

the silver at the 2021 Badminton World Federation (BWF) World Tour Finals, officially 

known as the HSBC BWF World Tour Finals 2021. The reigning world champion PV 

Sindhu has won the BWF World Tour finals in 2018 and became the only Indian to 

achieve the feat. 

INDIA WON 41 MEDALS AT ASIAN YOUTH PARA GAMES 2021 

India claimed 41 medals (12 Gold, 15 Silver, 14 Bronze) at the 4th Asian Youth Para 

Games (AYPG), Asia’s biggest event held at Riffa city, Bahrain. The event is organized 

by the National Paralympic Committee (NPC) of Bahrain with the support of the local 

government. Over 700 athletes from around 30 countries participated in the event from 

2ndto 6th December 2021. The 5th edition of the Asian Youth Para Games 2025 will be 

hosted by Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

ABOUT THE ASIAN YOUTH PARA GAMES 2021 

Over 700 athletes from around 30 countries participated in the continental youth 

showpiece event that took place from December 2 to 6. The athletes competed across 

nine sports – Para athletics, Para badminton, boccia, goalball, Para powerlifting, Para 

swimming, Para table tennis, Para taekwondo, and wheelchair basketball. 



 

 

PERSON AND PLACES IN NEWS 

MAGDALENA ANDERSSON 

Magdalena Anderson has recently become Sweden's prime minister. She was elected 

prime minister twice a week. He had to resign as Prime Minister just seven hours after 

being elected for the first time on November 24. The Green Party, led by his Social 

Democratic Party, backed the government over the budget. 

However, after the incident, he announced his intention to become the Prime Minister 

on his own and in the next five days, he became the Prime Minister again. 

Sweden's parliament is known as Riksdag. Sweden is the last Nordic country to have a 

female prime minister. 

ABOUT THE MAGDALENA ANDERSSON: 

o Magdalena Andersson was born on 23 January 1967. She is a 54-year-old 

Swedish politician and economist serving as the PM from the Social Democratic 

Party or SDP. 

o She began her political career as a political adviser to then PM Goran Persson in 

1996 and then as Director of Planning. 

o In 2004 she began to work in the Ministry of Finance as State Secretary. 

o She became the head of the SDP on November 4, 2021. She is the second woman 

leader of the SDP. 

GITA GOPINATH 

The Indian American, Gita Gopinath has become the first Deputy Managing Director of 

International Monetary Fund. She is the first Indian to take up the top role in the 

organisation. First Deputy Managing Director is the second top post in IMF next to the 

Managing Director. 

WHO IS GITA GOPINATH? 

Gita Gopinath was the first female Chief Economist of the International Monetary Fund. 



 

 

She was born in Kolkata in 1971. She completed her graduation in University of Delhi 

and her masters in Washington University and PhD in Princeton University. 

In 2018, she was appointed the Chief Economist of the IMF. 

She named the worldwide recession of 2020 due to COVID-19 as “The Great 

Lockdown”. 

In 2021, she was named the First Managing Director of IMF. It is number 2 position in 

the organisation. 

AWARDS 

She was awarded the Parvasi Bharatiya Samman in 2019 by the President of India. The 

Parvasi Bharatiya Samman is presented on the Parvasi Bharatiya Divas. It is the highest 

award presented to the overseas Indians. 

Position of Deputy Managing Director in IMF 

IMF is managed by the Managing Director, First Deputy Managing Director and deputy 

managing directors. The First Deputy Managing Director in the IMF takes lead on 

conducting surveillance, flagship publications and oversee researches. 

ROLE OF GITA GOPINATH IN IMF 

Under Ms Gopinath’s leadership, the IMF has contributed in multilateral surveillance 

through World Economic Outlook. Her plan to end COVID-19 crisis by vaccinating the 

world at feasible cost was a huge success. 

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF GEN BIPIN RAWAT PASSES AWAY 

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Bipin Rawat has passed away in a helicopter 

crash near Coonoor in Tamil Nadu. He was among the 14 people who were on board, 

including his wife and staff members. Thirteen people have succumbed to the crash, 

including CDS Rawat, Madhulika Rawat and 11 others. An IAF Mi 17 V5 helicopter 

with a crew of 4 members carrying the CDS and 9 other passengers met with a tragic 

accident. Wing Commander Prithvi Singh Chauhan was the pilot of the Mi-17V5. 

 

 



 

 

ABOUT GENERAL BIPIN RAWAT: 

o General Rawat completed his education at St Edward School, Shimla and is an 

alumnus of National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla. He was commissioned in 

the Fifth Battalion of the Eleventh Gorkha Rifles in December 1978 from the 

Indian Military Academy, Dehradun, where he was also awarded the Sword of 

Honour. 

o Academically inclined, he has written numerous articles on national security and 

leadership, which have been published in various journals. 

o He joined the army as a second lieutenant in 1978 and has four decades of service 

behind him, having commanded forces in Kashmir and along the Line of Actual 

Control bordering China. 

o He is credited with reducing insurgency on India’s northeastern frontier and 

supervised a cross-border counter-insurgency operation into neighbouring 

Myanmar. 

o Rawat was chief of the army from 2017 to 2019 before his elevation to defence 

services chief, which analysts said was to improve integration between the army, 

navy and air force. 

OLAF SCHOLZ 

o German lawmakers officially elected Social Democrat, Olaf Scholz as the new 

chancellor, putting an end to 16 years of conservative rule under Angela Merkel. 

o He will lead a government composed of his Social Democrat Party, the business-

friendly Free Democrats and the Greens, a coalition of parties never tried before 

at the federal level in Germany. 

o The 63-year-old, Scholz previously served as vice-chancellor and finance 

minister during the Merkel administration, was then sworn in as Germany’s next 

chancellor. 

o Olaf Scholz has achieved the necessary majority of at least 369 votes. 



 

 

o Based on article 63, paragraph 2 of the German Constitution he is elected 

chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

NANDA KISHOR PRASTI 

o Padma Award winner Nanda Prasti (Padma Shri Nanda Prasti died) passed away 

today, 7th December, 2021. 

o In Kantira village, Nanda Prasthi was known as 'Nanda Master' (Nanda Master). 

o He maintained the tradition of chatshali. The Chatashali tradition refers to an 

informal school for primary education in Odisha. Every morning the children 

would gather near his house. 

o Elderly Nandkishore (Nanda Sir) used to teach Oriya letters and arithmetic to 

these children. The 102-year-old, who could not go to school as a child, was 

teaching others to read and write. He wanted everyone to at least write their name. 

ANIL MENON 

o Nasa-turned-SpaceX flight surgeon, Anil Menon is among the 10 latest trainee 

astronauts who will join the 2021 class of the American space agency as it plans 

for the first human missions to the moon in more than 50 years. 

o He is born to Indian and Ukrainian parents and raised in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

Menon is a lieutenant colonel in the US air force. 

o He was SpaceX’s first flight surgeon, helping to launch the company’s first 

humans to space during NASA’s SpaceX Demo-2 mission and building a medical 

organisation to support the human system during future missions. 

ABOUT THE ANIL MENON: 

o Anil Menon served Nasa as the crew flight surgeon for various expeditions on the 

International Space Station (ISS). 

o Menon started as a Nasa flight surgeon in 2014 and supported four long-duration 

crew members on ISS as the deputy crew surgeon for Soyuz missions Soyuz 39 

and Soyuz 43 and prime crew surgeon for Soyuz 52. 

o He graduated in neurobiology from Harvard University in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, in 1999 and got his master’s degree in mechanical engineering 

from California’s Stanford University in 2004. 

o He has a doctor of medicine as well from Stanford Medical School. 



 

 

AWARDS 

RATAN TATA TO GET ASSAM’S HIGHEST CIVILIAN AWARD  

o On the occasion of Assam Divas, the state government of Assam has decided to 

accolade renowned industrialist Ratan Tata with the ‘Asom Bhaibav’ award, the 

highest civilian state award for his contribution to cancer care in the state. 

o The awards that precede it are Asom Saurav, followed by Asom Gaurav. With 

healthcare as one of its top priorities, the Assam government is showing its 

appreciation towards Tata’s push to cancer care in the region. 

o The Tata Trust, in collaboration with the Assam government, had decided to set 

up 19 cancer care units during the ‘Advantage Assam – Global Investment 

Summit’ in 2018 and an MoU had been signed between the Assam government 

and Tata Trusts. 

o The hospitals were to be set up on a three-tier system and constructed under the 

divisions L1, L2 and L3, which signified the standard of care that would be 

provided by them. Ratan Tata had laid the foundation stone for the cancer care 

units in the state. 

JNANPITH AWARD TO NEELMANI PHOOKAN JR. AND DAMODAR 

MAUZO 

o The Jnanpith Award Selection Committee announced the 56th and 57th Jnanpith 

Awards for the years 2021 and 2022 respectively. Assamese writer Neelmani 

Phookan for 2021 and Konkani writer Damodar Mauzo for 2022. 

o Born on September 10, 1933 in Golaghat district of Assam, Nilamani Phookan is 

an Indian poet and storyteller of Assamese origin. His canvas is vast, his 

imagination is mythical, his voice speaks of populism, his concern is political to 

global, contemporary to primitive. Also awarded by Padma Shri. 

o The 57th Jnanpith Award for the year 2022 has also been announced. Famous 

Konkani writer Damodar Mauzo. Damodar Mauzo is a Goan novelist, short story 

writer, critic and essayist. She won the Sahitya Akademi Award (Konkani) in 



 

 

1983 for her novel Carmelina. Damodar Mauzo was born on August 1, 1944. So 

far 4 of his collections of stories have been published. 

FM NIRMALA SITHARAMAN RANKED 37TH ON FORBES’ 2021 

WORLD’S 100 MOST POWERFUL WOMEN  

o Finance Minister (FM) of India, Nirmala Sitharaman has ranked 37th on the 

Forbes’ list of the World’s 100 Most Powerful Women 2021 or 18th Edition of 

Forbes’ list of the World’s 100 Most Powerful Women.  

o She has been featured on the list for the 3rd year in a row. She was ranked 41st 

on the list in 2020 and 34th in 2019. India’s seventh woman billionaire and the 

wealthiest self-made billionaire, Falguni Nayar, founder and CEO, Nykaa was 

ranked 88th on the list. 

o Only 4 Indian Women ranked in Forbes 2021 World’s 100 Most Powerful 

Women List. 

OTHER INDIAN WOMEN ON THE LIST: 

o Roshni Nadar Malhotra, Chairperson of the HCL Technology, the first woman to 

lead a listed IT company in India was ranked 52nd on the list. 

o Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, executive chairperson and founder of Biocon was ranked 

72nd on the list.  

o She founded India’s largest listed biopharmaceutical firm in India in 1978. 

Highlights of the list: 

o The 3rd richest woman in the world, MacKenzie Scott, philanthropist, author and 

ex-wife of Amazon founder Jeff Bezos was topped Forbes’ 2021 World’s 100 

Most Powerful Women replacing the outgoing German chancellor Angela Merkel 

who topped the 15 out of 17 iterations of the list. 

o Kamala Harris, the first woman and the first person of colour (Black) to become 

the Vice President of the United States of America was ranked 2nd on the list. 

o Janet Yellen, the first woman to be named the U.S. Treasury Secretary has ranked 

39th on the list. 



 

 

o The list also features Oprah Winfrey (23), Jacinda Ardern (34), Rihanna (68), and 

others. 

o Taylor Swift (31 years old) ranked 78th, is the youngest woman featured in the 

list and Queen Elizabeth II (95 years old) ranked 70th, is the oldest. 

NIZAMUDDIN BASTI PROJECT GETS TWO UNESCO HERITAGE 

AWARDS 

The UNESCO recently presented two Heritage Awards to the Nizamuddin Basti Project. 

The project was awarded for its conservation efforts. It was awarded with the Special 

Recognition for Sustainable Award and Award of Excellence. 

WHAT IS NIZAMUDDIN BASTI PROJECT? 

o The project restored more than 20 historic monuments located around 14th 

century Sufi Saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya. 

o The Nizamuddin area consists of Humayun Tomb and Batashewala Tomb and 

tomb of a 16th century poet Rahim (Khan I Khanan). These regions were 

segregated and damaged. They were also renewed by the Nizamuddin Basti 

Project. 

o The project was started in 2007 by the Aga Kahn Trust for Culture, 

Archaeological Survey of India, Delhi Urban Heritage Foundation and the Delhi 

Municipal Corporation. 

OBJECTIVES OF NIZAMUDDIN BASTI PROJECT 

o The Nizamuddin Basti Project is an Urban Renewal Project. It successfully 

unified the segregated zones of the seven-century old settlement of the 

Nizamuddin Basti and its surrounding 70 acres. 

o It integrated socio – economic development, conservation and environmental 

development objectives in these areas. 

o It unified three major sites namely Sundar Nursery, Nizamuddin Basti and 

Humayun Tomb. 

o  



 

 

HUMAYUN TOMB 

Humayun Tomb was commissioned by his first wife Bega Begum. It was declared a 

World Heritage Site in 1993. Since then, it has undergone extensive restoration work. 

The tomb is placed in the centre of a thirty-acre garden called “Char Bagh”. The last 

Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar was captured by the British in Humayun Tomb 

in 1857 

 

 


