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RAILWAYS LAUNCHES TWO LONG-HAUL FREIGHT TRAINS, 

 

 Trishul and Garud Long-haul trains are twice or more times longer than the 

normal design of freight trains. Critical sections offer a very effective solution to 

the problem of limitation. 

 Trishul is the first three-lane train of South-Central Railway (SCR) comprising 

three freight trains. Which has 177 wagons. The train was started on Thursday 

from Kondapalli station in Vijayawada division to Khurda section (ECR) of East 

Coast Railway. 

 The SCAR from Raichur in Guntakal division to Manuguru in Secunderabad 

division Garud operated another long-haul train named. 

 Both long-haul trains consisted of empty open wagons for loading coal, mainly 

for thermal power plants. 

 SCR is one of the five major freight trains in Indian Railways. The bulk of SCR's 

freight Visakhapatnam-Vijayawada-Gudur-Renigunta, runs on some major 

routes like Ballarshah-Kazipet-Vijayawada, Kazipet-Secunderabad-Wadi, 

Vijayawada-Guntur-Guntkal divisions. 

2.8 km long 'Sheshnag' Railway 

Indian Railways has set a record of running a train with a length of 2.8 km and 251 

coaches. This special freight train was named as Super Python 'Sheshnag'. The train was 

operated between Parmalakasa and Durg stations in Chhattisgarh. For this, the railways 

had connected four freight trains together. 

GERMANY LAUNCHES WORLD'S FIRST SELF-DRIVING TRAIN 

 

 German railway operator, Deutsche Bahn and industrial conglomerate Siemens 

launched the world's first automatic and driverless train.  

 Self-driving trains were introduced in the city of Hamburg.  
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 The project is being developed by Siemens and Deutsche Sister.  

 The project is part of a 60-million-euro modernization of Hamburg's high-speed 

urban rail system. These automatic trains will provide reliable service. 

FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FORCE (FATF) 

 

 Global terror financing watchdog, Financial Action Task Force (FATF), retained 

Pakistan on the ‘Grey List of countries.’  

 Turkey has been added to the ‘Grey List’ of the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) for failing to head off money laundering and terrorist financing. 

 Jordan and Mali have also been added to the Grey List while Mauritius and 

Botswana have been taken off the list. 

 FATF is an intergovernmental organisation. It was founded in the year 1989 

following the initiative of G7 grouping for developing the policies to combat 

money laundering. FATF mandate was expanded in the year 2001, to include 

terrorism financing. 

 The FATF currently has 39 members including two regional organisations — the 

European Commission and Gulf Cooperation Council.  

 India is a member of the FATF consultations and its Asia Pacific Group. 

The FATF has two types of lists: 

1. High Risk Jurisdictions Subject to a Call for Action (Blacklist)  

Iran and North Korea are on the FATF ‘Blacklist’. 

2. Jurisdictions under Increased Monitoring (Grey List). 

23 countries in Grey list  

EVERGRANDE CRISIS 

 

 Evergrande is a powerful Chinese real estate company. Zhang Yuanlin, the 

director of the company, was included in Forbes' list of the richest people in the 

world. 
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 Evergrande, a company that started out in 1996 selling bottled water followed by 

a stint in pig farming, later it landed in the Chinese real estate market and today 

is the largest real estate company in China. 

 It owns China’s top professional soccer team (Guangzhou Football Club, 

managed by former Real Madrid centre back Fabio Cannavaro), and has long 

been the poster boy of the Chinese real estate boom. 

 The real estate sector accounts for more than 25 percent of China's GDP. 

Evergrande is the strongest and largest shareholder in the same real estate sector. 

So, if Evergrande goes bankrupt, its direct impact will be on China's real estate 

sector and its indirect impact will be on China's national income. 

 Evergrande Real Estate currently owns more than 1,300 projects in more than 280 

cities across China. The company employs about 2 lakh people and creates about 

38 lakh jobs in China every year. 

 Evergrande expanded aggressively to become one of China's biggest companies 

by borrowing more than $300bn. Last year, Beijing brought in new rules to 

control the amount owed by big real estate developers. 

 The new measures led Evergrande to offer its properties at major discounts to 

ensure money was coming in to keep the business afloat. Now, it is struggling to 

meet the interest payments on its debts. 

 If Evergrande goes bankrupt, those who have invested money in their project are 

likely to lose their hard-earned money. Banks, suppliers, all categories of home 

buyers can be affected. In addition, companies that do business with Evergrande 

are also at risk of large losses. Some of the companies working with Evergrande 

may also go bankrupt. 
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INDIA COMPLETED 100 CRORE DOSES OF COVID-19 VACCINES ON 

21ST OCTOBER 

 

 India completed 100 crore doses of COVID-19 vaccines on 21st October, in about 

9 months since the drive began. PM Modi called the achievement “the triumph of 

Indian science, enterprise and collective spirit of 130 crore Indians”. The Prime 

Minister visited the Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital here and interacted with 

healthcare workers and people receiving the vaccine. 

 The top five States which have administered the highest number of doses are Uttar 

Pradesh followed by Maharashtra, West Bengal, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. 

 The countrywide vaccination drive was rolled out on January 16 with health care 

workers (HCWs) and frontline workers (FLWs) getting inoculated in the first 

phase. The second phase, which included civilians aged more than 45, began on 

March 1. The third phase included all individuals completing 18 years of age, 

which began on 1 May. 

 The Archaeological Survey of India of the Ministry of Culture is illuminating 100 

Monuments in Tricolour across the country as India achieved the landmark 

milestone of administering 100 crore COVID vaccinations in one of the World’s 

largest and fastest vaccination drive. The illumination is taking place as a mark 

of respect and gratitude to corona warriors who have contributed relentlessly in 

the fight against covid pandemic. 

 The 100 monuments being lit up in Tricolour include UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites - the Red Fort, Humayun’s Tomb and QutbMinar in Delhi, Agra Fort and 

Fatehpur Sikri in Uttar Pradesh, Konark Temple in Odisha, Mamallapuram Rath 

temples in Tamil Nādu, St Francis of Assisi Church in Goa, Khajuraho, the forts 

of Chittor and Kumbhalgarh in Rajasthan, the excavated ruins of the ancient 

Nalanda University in Bihar and Dholavira (recently accorded world heritage 

status) in Gujarat. 



8 | P a g e  
 

BARBADOS PREPARES TO BECOME A REPUBLIC  

 

 Barbados has elected its first ever president as it prepares to become a republic, 

removing Queen Elizabeth as head of state. 

 Dame Sandra Mason, 72, is set to be sworn in on 30 November, which will mark 

the country's 55th anniversary of independence from Britain. 

 Barbados was claimed by the British in 1625. It has sometimes been called “Little 

England” for its loyalty to British customs. 

 It gained independence in 1966. But calls for full sovereignty and homegrown 

leadership have risen in recent years. 

 With a population of about 285,000, Barbados is one of the more populous and 

prosperous Caribbean islands. Once heavily dependent on sugar exports, its 

economy has diversified into tourism and finance. 

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI INAUGURATED THE 

KUSHINAGAR INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday (October 20) inaugurated an 

international airport at Kushinagar in Eastern Uttar Pradesh. 

Kushinagar and The Buddha 

 Today’s Kushinagar is identified with Kushinara, capital of the ancient Malla 

republic, which was one of the 16 mahajanapadas of the 6th-4th centuries BC. 

 The first excavations in Kushinagar were carried out by Alexander Cunningham 

and ACL Carlleyle, who unearthed the main stupa and the 6-metre-long statue of 

the Reclining Buddha in 1876. 

 Kushinagar is among the very few places in India where The Buddha is depicted 

in reclining form. 
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 The Buddha was born as the prince Siddhartha Gautama in c. 563 BC in Lumbini, 

and he lived until the age of 29 with his parents in the Shakya capital of 

Kapilavastu. 

 He attained enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree in Bodh Gaya and gave his first 

sermon at Sarnath near Varanasi. 

 He taught in the area around Rajgir, where a forest monastery was built by king 

Bimbisara of Magadha, and he lived the largest part of his life as The Buddha in 

Shravasti. He delivered his last sermon in Vaishali. 

 Kushinagar is the place where The Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana in 483 BC. 

 In 2016, the Ministry of Tourism announced the Buddhist Circuit as the country’s 

first transnational tourism circuit, covering sites in Nepal and Sri Lanka alongside 

those in India. 

 The ministry’s map of the Buddhist Circuit includes Bodh Gaya, Vaishali, and 

Rajgir in Bihar, Kushinagar, Sarnath, and Shravasti in UP, and Lumbini in Nepal. 

CHANGE IN THE NAME OF SOME PLACES  

No Old Name New Name 

1  Faizabad Railway Station (Uttar 
Pradesh) 

Ayodhya Cantt 

2  Jim Corbett Tiger Reserve 
(Uttarakhand) 

Ramganga National Park 

3  Kurnool airport (Andhra Pradesh) Uyyalawada Narasimha Reddy 
Airport  

4  Mount Harriet (Andaman and Nicobar) Mount Manipur 

5  Mian Ka Bara (Rajasthan) Mahesh Nagar  

6  Nile Island (Andaman and Nicobar) Shaheed Island  

7  Jhansi Railway Station (Madhya 
Pradesh) 

Veerangana Laxmi Bai Railway 
Station 

8  Hoshangabad (Madhya Pradesh) Narmadapuram 
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WHAT IS DIGITAL HEALTH ID CARD 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

to provide a digital Health ID to people which will contain their health records. 

The nationwide rollout of the digital Health ID coincides with the third 

anniversary of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-

JAY). 

 Currently, over one lakh unique Health IDs have been created under the National 

Digital Health Mission (NDHM), which was initially launched across six states 

and Union territories on a pilot basis on 15th August 2020. 

What is Digital Health ID card 

 If a person wants to be part of the ABDM, she must create a health ID using 

mobile no or Aadhar no, which is a randomly generated 14-digit number. 

 The digital health ID card will work as a repository of all health-related 

information of the person such as the person's past medical conditions, treatment, 

and diagnosis. 

 The unique digital health IDs will enable Indian citizens to get hassle-free access 

to healthcare across the country. 

Who can access the data and is data secure? 

 No one can access the personal data without the consent of card holder. For that 

beneficiary will also have to set up a Personal Health Records (PHR) address for 

consent management, and for future sharing of health records. 

 It is a simple self-declared username, which the beneficiary is required to sign 

into a Health Information Exchange and Consent Manager (HIE-CM). Each 

health ID will require linkage to a consent manager to enable sharing of health 

records data. 

 The NHA says ABDM does not store any of the beneficiary health records. The 

records are stored with healthcare information providers as per their “retention 
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policies” and are “shared” over the ABDM network “with encryption 

mechanisms” only after the beneficiary expresses consent. 

 Other important points 

 The health ID will be voluntary, and it will be free of cost. It is a hassle-free 

initiative as citizens will only be a click away from accessing healthcare facilities 

using it. 

 If a user wants, he can permanently delete or temporarily deactivate her health 

ID. 

 As per the central government, the analysis of the health data will lead to better 

planning, budgeting, and implementation for state and central health programs. 

 THE PM POSHAN SCHEME 

 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) cleared the PM POSHAN 

Scheme for providing one hot cooked meal in Government and Government-

aided schools from 2021-22 to 2025-26. This is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme 

which covers all school children studying in Classes I-VIII of Government, 

Government-Aided Schools. The earlier name of the scheme was ‘National 

Scheme for Mid-Day Meal in Schools’ popularly known as Mid-Day Meal 

Scheme. 

 The scheme covers about 11.80 crore children studying in 11.20 lakh schools 

across the country. 

 Highlights of the decision that would improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 

the scheme are as below: 

 The scheme is proposed to be extended to students studying in pre-primary or Bal 

Vatikas of Government and Government-aided primary schools in addition to all 

the 11.80 crore children from elementary classes. 
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 The concept of TithiBhojan will be encouraged extensively. TithiBhojan is a 

community participation programme in which people provide special food to 

children on special occasions/festivals. 

 Government is promoting the development of School Nutrition Gardens in 

schools to give children first-hand experience with nature and gardening. The 

harvest of these gardens is used in the scheme providing additional 

micronutrients. School Nutrition Gardens have already been developed in more 

than 3 lakh schools. 

 Social Audit of the scheme is made mandatory in all the districts. 

 Special provision is made for providing supplementary nutrition items to children 

in aspirational districts and districts with high prevalence of Anemia. 

 Cooking competitions will be encouraged at all levels right from village level to 

national level to promote ethnic cuisine and innovative menus based on locally 

available ingredients and vegetables. 

 Vocal for Local for Atmanirbhar Bharat: Involvement of Farmers Producer 

Organizations (FPO) and Women Self Help Groups in implementation of the 

scheme will be encouraged. Use of locally grown traditional food items for a fillip 

to local economic growth will be encouraged. 

 Field visits for progress monitoring and inspections will be facilitated for students 

at eminent Universities / Institutions and also trainee teachers of Regional 

Institutes of Educations (RIE) and District Institutes of Education and Training 

(DIET). 

PM LAUNCHES SWACHH BHARAT MISSION-URBAN 2.0 AND AMRUT 

2.0 

 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 and 

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 2.0, at Dr Ambedkar 

International Centre in New Delhi. 
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 The Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban (SBM-U) was launched on 2nd October 2014 

aims at making urban India free from open defecation and achieving 100% scientific 

management of municipal solid waste in 4,041 statutory towns in the country. Under 

SBM-U 1.0 more than 10 crore toilets were constructed to achieve the target of 

making urban India open defecation free. 

 Goal of ‘Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0’ is to make the cities completely free of 

garbage. Mission will focus on source segregation of solid waste by utilizing the 

principles of 3Rs that is “Reduce, reuse, recycle”. An outlay of Rs 1.41 lakh crore 

has been sanctioned for SBM-U 2.0. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) was renamed to 

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and then 

relaunched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in June 2015 

 The purpose of “AMRUT” mission is to  

 ensure that every household has access to a tap with assured supply of water 

and a sewerage connection 

 Increase the amenity value of cities by developing greenery and well-

maintained open spaces e.g., parks and  

 Reduce pollution by switching to public transport or constructing facilities for 

non-motorized transport e.g., walking and cycling. 

 AMRUT 2.0 mission will help in making cities self-reliant. It will ensure water 

security across the cities. This mission has been launched with the aim of providing 

100 percent coverage of water supply to all households in 4,700 urban local bodies. 

This target will be achieved by providing 2.68 crore tap connections and 100% 

coverage of sewerage across 500 AMRUT cities. An outlay of Rs 2.87 lakh crore 

has been sanctioned for this mission. 

 NAMAMI GANGE PROGRAMME 

 Namami Gange Programme is an Integrated Conservation Mission, approved as 

a ‘Flagship Programme’ by the Union Government in June 2014 to accomplish 
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the twin objectives of effective abatement of pollution and conservation and 

rejuvenation of National River Ganga. 

 The program is being implemented by the National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG), and its state counterpart organizations i.e., State Program Management 

Groups (SPMGs). 

 NMCG is the implementation wing of National Ganga Council (set in 2016, 

which replaced the National Ganga River Basin Authority - NGRBA). 

 It has a Rs. 20,000-crore, centrally funded, non-lapsable corpus and consists of 

nearly 288 projects. 

The main pillars of the programme are: 

 Sewage Treatment Infrastructure 

 River-Front Development 

 River-Surface Cleaning 

 Biodiversity 

 Afforestation 

 Public Awareness 

 Industrial Effluent Monitoring 

 Ganga Gram 

The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) made comic character Chacha 

Chaudhary the mascot of the Namami Gange Programme during its 37th executive 

committee meeting on 1st oct 2021. 

The Ministry of Jal Shakti informed that the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 

has also tied up with Diamond Toons to develop and distribute comics, e-comics, and 

animated videos. 

ONE DISTRICT ONE PRODUCT (ODOP) 

 

 One District One Product (ODOP) is an initiative which is seen as a 

transformational step forward towards realizing the true potential of a district, 
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fuel economic growth and generating employment and rural entrepreneurship, 

taking us to the goal of AtmaNirbhar Bharat. 

 One District One Product (ODOP) initiative is operationally merged with the 

‘Districts as Export Hub’ initiative being implemented by DGFT, Department of 

Commerce, with Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 

(DPIIT) as a major stakeholder. 

 To increase exports and take export promotion to the district level, Department 

of Commerce through the Director General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) is engaging 

with State / UT Governments to implement the said initiative in all districts of the 

country in a phased manner, with the objective of mobilizing the potential of each 

district of the country to achieve its potential as an export hub. 

 Under the initial phase of the ODOP programme, 106 Products have been 

identified from 103 districts across 27 States. 

 DEPC is constituted in all Districts of India, except districts of the state of West 

Bengal. DEPC meetings have been conducted in 510 Districts of India, Draft 

Export Action Plans are prepared for 451 Districts 

 The Uttar Pradesh government on October 1 named actor Kangana Ranaut as the 

brand ambassador of its ambitious ‘one district-one product’ programme. 

 The UP government has launched the one district-one product (ODOP) 

programme with the aim to create product-specific traditional industrial hubs 

across 75 districts of the state. 

JAL JEEVAN MISSION 

 

Jal Jeevan Mission is envisioned to provide safe and adequate drinking water through 

individual household tap connections by 2024 to all households in rural India. 

objectives of the Mission are: 

 To provide Functional Tap Connections FHTC to every rural household. 
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 To prioritize provision of Functional Tap Connections (FHTCs) in quality 

affected areas, villages in drought prone and desert areas, Sansad Adarsh Gram 

Yojana (SAGY) villages, etc. 

 To provide functional tap connection to Schools, Anganwadi centres, GP 

buildings, Health centres, wellness centres and community buildings 

 To monitor functionality of tap connections. 

 To promote and ensure voluntary ownership among local community by way of 

contribution in cash, kind and/ or labour and voluntary labour (shramdaan) 

 To assist in ensuring sustainability of water supply system, i.e. water source, 

water supply infrastructure, and funds for regular O&M 

 To empower and develop human resource in the sector such that the demands of 

construction, plumbing, electrical, water quality management, water treatment, 

catchment protection, O&M, etc. are taken care of in short and long term 

 To bring awareness on various aspects and significance of safe drinking water 

and involvement of stakeholders in manner that make water everyone's business 

 Components Under JJM 

 Development of in-village piped water supply infrastructure. 

 Development of reliable drinking water sources and/ or augmentation of existing 

sources to provide long-term sustainability of water supply system 

 Wherever necessary, bulk water transfer, treatment plants and distribution 

network to cater to every rural household 

 Technological interventions for removal of contaminants where water quality is 

an issue 

 Greywater management 

 Support activities, i.e., IEC, HRD, training, development of utilities, water quality 

laboratories, water quality testing & surveillance, R&D, knowledge centre, 

capacity building of communities, etc. 
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 Any other unforeseen challenges/ issues emerging due to natural disasters/ 

calamities which affect the goal of FHTC to every household by 2024, as per 

guidelines of the Ministry of Finance on Flexi Funds. 

 

E-SHRAM PORTAL 

 

 On August 26, 2021, the Ministry of Labour and Employment (MOLE) launched 

the E-Shram, the web portal for creating a National Database of Unorganized 

Workers (NDUW) including migrant workers, construction workers, gig and 

platform workers, etc., which will be seeded with Aadhaar. 

 It is for the first time in the country that a system has been developed to register 

38 crore Unorganised Workers. 

 The e-Shram portal will cover all unorganised workers of the nation and help link 

them to social security schemes of the Government of India 

 Under the scheme, Rs 2.0 Lakh Accidental Insurance cover will be provided to 

every registered (on eShram portal) unorganised worker 

 If a worker is registered on the eShram portal and meets with an accident, he will 

be eligible for Rs 2.0 Lakh on death or permanent disability and Rs 1.0 lakh on 

partial disability 

 Every registered unorganised worker shall be issued an eSHRAM card with a 

unique Universal Account Number (UAN) and will be able to access the benefits 

of the various social security schemes through this Card anywhere anytime 

Eligibility Criteria 

 An unorganised worker between the age of 16 and 59 years 

 The worker must not be a member of EPFO/ESIC or NPS 
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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICRAFTS CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT 

SCHEME (CHCDS) 

 

 The Ministry of Textiles has approved continuation of the Comprehensive 

Handicrafts Cluster Development Scheme (CHCDS) with a total outlay of Rs 160 

crore. The scheme will continue up to March 2026. Infrastructural support, 

market access, design and technology up-gradation support etc will be provided 

to handicrafts artisans under this scheme. 

 CHCDS aims to create world-class infrastructure that caters to the business needs 

of the local artisans & SMEs to boost production and export. In brief, the main 

objective of setting up these clusters is to assist the artisans & entrepreneurs to 

set up world-class units with modern infrastructure, latest technology, and 

adequate training and human resource development inputs, coupled with market 

linkages and production diversification. 

 Under CHCDS, soft interventions like Baseline Survey and Activity Mapping, 

Skill Training, Improved Tool Kits, Marketing events, Seminars, Publicity, 

Design workshops, Capacity Building, etc will be provided. Hard interventions 

like Common Facility Centres, Emporiums, Raw Material Banks, Trade 

Facilitation Centres, Common Production Centres, Design and Resource Centres 

will also be granted. 

 The integrated projects will be taken up for development through Central/State 

Handicrafts Corporations/Autonomous, Body-Council-Institute/Registered Co- 

operatives/ Producer company of artisans/Registered SPV, having good 

experience in handicrafts sector as per requirement and as per the DPR prepared 

for the purpose. 

 The focus will be on integration of scattered artisans, building their grass root 

level enterprises and linking them to SMEs in the handicrafts sector to ensure 



19 | P a g e  
 

economies of scale. The mega handicraft clusters having more than 10,000 

artisans will be selected for overall development under this scheme. 

MISSION KAVACH KUNDAL 

 

 The state government of Maharashtra has launched a special Covid-19 

vaccination drive named as Mission Kavach Kundal, with the target of 

inoculating 15 lakh people every day. 

 The week-long drive has been organised from October 08 to October 14, 2021. 

The drive is in line with Centre’s target of reaching 100 crore vaccination mark 

till 15 October 2021. 

NATIONAL NUTRITION WEEK 2021 

 

 In India, the National Nutrition Week is observed every year from September 1 

to September 7 to raise public awareness about nutrition and healthy eating habits. 

 On 1st September 2021 the Ministry for Women and Child Development 

inaugurated Poshan 2.0 and urged all Aspirational Districts to establish a Poshan 

Vatika (nutrition garden) during the Nutrition Month (Poshan Mah) from 1st 

September. 

 The theme for National Nutrition Week 2021 is "Feeding smart right from 

start". 

 The theme for National Nutrition Week 2020 was 'Eat Right, Bite by Bite'. 

 In the year 1982 National Nutrition week celebration was started by the Central 

Government in India. The campaign was started to spread awareness and 

encourage people as a society to understand the importance of nutrition and adopt 

a healthy, sustainable lifestyle. 

 The government of India launched 'POSHAN Abhiyan' in 2018 to educate people 

about health and nutrition as they play a significant role in overall human 

development and social infrastructure. 
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Main objective of POSHAN Abhiyan 

 The Abhiyan targets to reduce stunting, undernutrition, anaemia (among young 

children, women and adolescent girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 

3% and 2% per annum respectively. 

 The target of the mission is to bring down stunting among children in the age 

group 0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% by 2022. POSHAN Abhiyan aims to ensure 

service delivery and interventions by use of technology, behavioural change 

through convergence and lay-down specific targets to be achieved across 

different monitoring parameters. 

SAMAGRA SHIKSHA ABHIYAN 2.0 

 

 Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan 2.0 has been approved by the Central Government on 

4th August 2021. Through this scheme, all dimensions from pre-school to class 

XII will be covered. This plan has been formulated in accordance with the 

recommendations of the new Education Policy 2020. With the Sustainable 

Development Goals on Education. 

 The scheme would continue from April 1, 2021, to March 31, 2026. 

 Under Samagra Shiksha Scheme 2.0, financial outlay of Rs 2,94,283.04 crore, 

which includes central share of Rs 1,85,398.32 crore, has been made to 

implement the scheme. 

 It will cover 1.16 million schools, over 156 million students and 5.7 million 

teachers of government and aided schools. 

Major objectives of the scheme are: 

 Implementation of the recommendations of the National Education Policy 2020 

(NEP 2020). 

 Implementation of Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) 

Act, 2009. 

 Early Childhood Care and Education. 
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 Emphasis on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy. 

 Thrust on holistic, integrated, inclusive and activity-based curriculum and 

pedagogy to impart 21st century skills to the students. 

 Provision of quality education and enhancing learning outcomes of students. 

 Bridging social and gender gaps in school education. 

 Ensuring equity and inclusion at all levels of school education. 

 Strengthening and upgradation of State Councils for Educational Research and 

Training (SCERTs)/state institutes of education and District Institutes for 

Education and Training (DIET) as nodal agency for teacher training. 

 Ensuring safe, secure and conducive learning environment and maintenance of 

standards in schooling provisions. 

 Promoting vocational education. 

Important points: -  

 In order to enhance the direct outreach of the scheme, all child centric 

interventions will be provided directly to the students through DBT mode on an 

IT based platform over a period of time. 

 Provision of up to Rs 500 per child for Teaching Learning Materials (TLM), 

indigenous toys and games, play based activities per annum for pre-primary 

sections in government schools. 

 Provision of Teaching Learning Materials (TLM) upto Rs 500 per child per 

annum, Rs 150 per teacher for teacher manuals and resources, Rs 10-20 lakh per 

district for assessment, under NIPUN Bharat, a National Mission on Foundational 

Literacy and Numeracy. 

 Training for three months for inculcating self-defence skills under ‘Rani 

Laxmibai Atma Raksha Prashikshan’ and amount increased from Rs 3,000 to Rs 

5,000 per month. 
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PRADHAN MANTRI GATI SHAKTI YOJANA 

 

 On 15th August 2021, on the occasion of the 75th Independence Day of our 

country, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the nation. In which the 

PM announced a new plan. The name of this scheme is Pradhan Mantri Gati 

Shakti Yojana 2021. Through this scheme employment opportunities will be 

provided to the youth of the country. The total budget of Pradhan Mantri Gati 

Shakti Yojana has been fixed at Rs 100 lakh crore. 

Objective 

 This scheme will ensure overall development of infrastructure. In addition, local 

producers will be able to compete globally under the scheme. New economic 

zones will also be developed under this scheme in future. 

 The Prime Minister's Gati Shakti Yojana will also adopt a holistic approach in 

the construction of infrastructure, including modern infrastructure. The master 

plan of the scheme will also be presented in the near future, the Prime Minister 

said. 

 The entire infrastructure will be developed through this scheme. The scheme will 

be very effective in accelerating the industry. The scheme will also boost the 

country's economy. In addition, there is a lack of coordination among the existing 

transport resources in the country. This plan will also end this deadlock. 

 This scheme is going to be very beneficial for improving the economy of the 

country. It will also reduce unemployment in the country. In addition, the scheme 

will develop the overall infrastructure, which will boost employment. 

NATIONAL MISSION ON EDIBLE OILS – OIL PALM 

 

 Government has given its approval to launch a new Mission on Oil palm to be 

known as the National Mission on Edible Oils – Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) as a new 
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Centrally Sponsored Scheme with a special focus on the Northeast region and the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 A financial outlay of Rs.11,040 crore has been made for the scheme, out of which 

Rs.8,844 crore is the Government of India share and Rs.2,196 crore is State share 

and this includes the viability gap funding also. 

 Under this scheme, it is proposed to cover an additional area of 6.5 lakh hectare 

(ha.) for oil palm till the year 2025-26 and thereby reaching the target of 10 lakh 

hectares ultimately.  The production of Crude Palm Oil (CPO) is expected to go 

upto 11.20 lakh tonnes by 2025-26 and upto 28 lakh tonnes by 2029-30. 

 For harnessing the potential of palm oil production, in the year 2020, an 

assessment has been made by the Indian institute of Oil Palm Research (IIOPR) 

for cultivation of oil palm which has given an assessment of around 28 lakh ha.  

Thus, there is huge potential in oil palm plantation and subsequently production 

of Crude Palm Oil (CPO). At present only 3.70 lakh hectares is under Oil Palm 

cultivation. 

There are two major focus areas of the Scheme 

 the Government of India will give a price assurance to the oil palm farmers 

 Govt. substantially increases the assistance of inputs/interventions and for 

maintenance and inter-cropping interventions. 

Important points: -  

 The Yellow Revolution is one of the revolutions started to increase the 

production of edible oil seeds in the country. 

 India is the world's largest consumer of vegetable oil. Of these, palm oil imports 

account for about 55% of its total oil imports. 

 India produces less than half of the approximately 24 million tonnes of edible 

oil used annually. It imports palm oil from Indonesia and Malaysia, soybean oil 

from Brazil and Argentina, and sunflower oil from Russia and Ukraine.  
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PM MODI LAUNCHES VIDYANJALI PORTAL 

 

Addressing the inaugural conclave of 'Shikshak Parv' through video-conferencing, PM 

launched the Vidyanjali portal, which is meant to facilitate education volunteers, donors 

or CSR contributors for school development. 

About Vidyanjali portal 

 The Vidyanjali portal will enable community/volunteers to contribute by 

connecting directly with the government and government-aided schools of their 

choice. 

 According to education ministry, any person who is a citizen of India/NRI/PIO 

OR any organisation/institution/company/group registered in India can volunteer 

and contribute in two ways: 

 Services/activities 

 Assets/material/equipment such as basic civil infrastructure, basic 

electrical infrastructure, classroom support materials and equipment, 

digital infrastructure, equipment for extracurricular activities and sports, 

yoga, health, etc 

 Serving and retired teachers, scientist/government/semi government 

officials, retired armed forces personnel, self-employed and salaried 

professionals, alumni of educational institutions, homemakers and any 

other literate person can volunteer at a school that requests for assistance. 

 

MERA GHAR MERE NAAM YOJANA 2021(PANJAB) 

 This scheme will give ownership rights to those people who are living in houses 

within the red line of cities as well as villages. 

 The red line refers to the land which is part of the village settlement. Such land is 

used only for non-agricultural purposes. 



25 | P a g e  
 

 This scheme will provide much needed help to all the people including the 

deprived and needy sections of the people. 

 Earlier this scheme was started only for the residents of the villages. 

 But now it has been extended to eligible residents of cities in the red line. 

 To implement this scheme, the revenue department has been mandated to conduct 

drone surveys of these residential properties in rural and urban areas for the 

purpose of digital mapping. 

 After proper identification or verification, all eligible residents will be given 

property cards or sanad to confer ownership rights in a time bound manner. 

 The property card will serve the purpose of the registry. 

 Using this card, the beneficiary can get a loan from banks or can sell his/her 

property. 

 Thus, this card will increase the monetary value of the land. 

SVAMITVA (SURVEY OF VILLAGES AND MAPPING WITH 
IMPROVISED TECHNOLOGY IN VILLAGE AREAS) SCHEME 

 

 SVAMITVA, a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj was 

nation-wide launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister on National Panchayati Raj 

Day, 24th April 2021 after successful completion of pilot phase of scheme (2020-

2021) in 9 states.  

 Scheme is a reformative step towards establishment of clear ownership of 

property in rural inhabited (Abadi) areas, by mapping of land parcels using drone 

technology and providing ‘Record of Rights’ to village household owners with 

issuance of legal ownership cards (Property cards/Title deeds) to the property 

owners.  

 The scheme seeks to achieve the following objectives: - 

 Creation of accurate land records for rural planning and reduce property related 

disputes. 
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 To bring financial stability to the citizens in rural India by enabling them to use 

their property as a financial asset for taking loans and other financial benefits. 

 Determination of property tax, which would accrue to the GPs directly in States 

where it is devolved or else, add to the State exchequer. 

 Creation of survey infrastructure and GIS maps that can be leveraged by any 

department for their use.  

 To support the preparation of a better-quality Gram Panchayat Development Plan 

(GPDP) by making use of GIS maps. 

  

KAMDHENU DEEPAWALI 2021 

 

 Kamdhenu Deepawali 2021 campaign was launched to manufacture and market 

more than 100 Crore Cow dung-based Deepak lamps and Laxmi-Ganesh Idols. 

 Kamdhenu Deepawali is to make Cows to be economically useful by proper 

economic use of Cow Dung and Cow Urine too along with its Milks, Curd, 

Ghee. 

 More than 300 items are being made now by Panchgavya from Cow. This 

includes Deepawali items too like – Deepak, Lamps, Candles, Sambrani cup, 

Havansamagri, Dhoopbatti, incense sticks, Hard board, Wall piece, Laxmi-

Ganesh idols etc made up of Cow dung. 

 The Gomaya lamps made by Cow Entrepreneurs and Cow owners will save the 

environment by providing an eco-friendly alternative to chemical based Chinese 

lights. 

SABKI YOJNA SABKA VIKAS 

 

 Under Article 243 G of the Constitution, Panchayats have been mandated for 

the preparation and implementation of plans for economic development and 

social justice. 
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 Thus, Panchayats have a significant role to play in the effective and efficient 

implementation of flagship schemes/programs on subjects of national 

importance for transforming rural India. 

 With this aim, a People's Plan Campaign titled ‘Sabki Yojna Sabka Vikas’, for 

inclusive and holistic preparation of Gram Panchayat Development Plan 

(GPDP) was launched from 2nd October 2020. 

 In this endeavor, convergence was sought with all Departments relating to 29 

devolved subjects listed in XIth Schedule of the Constitution. 

 The objectives of the campaign broadly include strengthening of elected 

representatives and Self-Help Groups, evidence-based assessment of progress 

made. 

 The campaign aimed to help Gram Panchayats (GPs) in preparation of 

convergent and holistic GPDP through the identification of sectoral 

infrastructural gaps in respective areas. 

PM CARES FOR CHILDREN SCHEME 

 

 The PM CARES for Children Scheme was launched by The Hon'ble Prime 

Minister of India on 29th May 2021 for the Children. It aims to support children 

who have lost both the Parents to COVID-19 pandemic during the period starting 

from 11th March 2020 

 The objective of the Scheme is to ensure comprehensive care and protection of 

Children in a sustained manner, and enable their well being through health 

insurance, empower them through education and equip them for self-sufficient 

existence with financial support on reaching 23 years of age. 

Period: 

The eligible children shall be enrolled from 29.05.2021 (date of announcement of 

Hon’ble PM) to 31.12.2021 to avail benefits of PM CARES for Children Scheme. The 

Scheme is expected to continue till the year when every identified beneficiary shall turn 

23 years of age. 
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Eligibility:  

All children who have lost Both parents or Surviving parent or legal guardian/adoptive 

parents/single adoptive parent due to COVID 19 pandemic,shall be entitled to benefits 

under this scheme. 

Child should not have completed 18 years of age on the date of death of parents. 

Entitlements:   

For children below 6 years of age: 

Identified beneficiaries will receive support and assistance from the Anganwadi services 

for supplementary nutrition, pre-school education/ ECCE, immunization, health 

referrals, and health check-up. 

For children below 10 years of age:  

Admission shall be provided in any nearest school as a day scholar i.e., Government/ 

Government aided School/ Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs)/ Private Schools.  

Will also pay for uniform, textbooks, and notebooks 

For children between 11-18 years of age  

If the child is living with the extended family, then admission in the Nearest school 

Assistance for Higher Education:  

The child will be assisted in obtaining an education loan for Professional courses 

/Higher Education in India. 

Under circumstances where beneficiary is unable to avail interest exemption from extant 

Central and State Government scheme, then the interest on the educational loan will be 

paid from PM CARES for Children Scheme 

Health Insurance:  

All children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PM-

JAY) with a health insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakhs. 

Financial Support: 

PM care will form a corpus of 10 lakh for each child 

Children will receive monthly stipend once they attain 18 years of age,  

They will receive an amount of Rs. 10 lakhs on attaining 23 years of age. 
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE MISSION  

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Ayushman Bharat Health 

Infrastructure Mission on October 25, 2021, in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 

 The objective of this mission is to to fill the gaps in public health infrastructure, 

especially in critical care facilities and primary care in both urban and rural areas. 

 It is the largest pan-India scheme since 2005 for the creation and improvement of 

long-term public healthcare infrastructure. 

 The government will spend Rs 64,180 crore on the scheme from the financial 

year 2021-22 to 2025-26. 

 It will work in addition to the National Health Mission. 

Components of Mission 

 The first component is to establish comprehensive surveillance of infectious 

diseases. Integrated Public Health laboratories in all districts will be set up. And 

at the national level, an Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP) will be 

established. 

 The second component is the creation of comprehensive diagnostics and 

treatment facilities. At the district level, 17,788 new rural health and wellness 

centres will be set up; 11,024 new urban health and wellness centres will be set 

up; critical care hospital blocks will be established in each of 602 districts, with 

a population of more than 5 lakh. 

 The third component of the mission will be on comprehensive pandemic research. 

At the district level, strengthening of existing 80 viral diagnostics and research 

labs will be undertaken. At the state level, 15 new biosafety level III laboratories 

will be operationalised. 

 At the national level, four new regional national institutes for virology will be 

operationalized and a regional research platform (digital) for WHO southeast 

Asia Region will also be set up. 
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GOA BECAME THE 1ST STATE TO ACHIEVE ODF AND ELECTRICITY 
FOR EACH HOUSEHOLD 

 

 Goa has also become the first state to provide tap water to every household under 

the “Har Ghar Jal Mission”. 

 Apart from that, Goa achieved 100 per cent target to provide free ration to the 

poor and needy. 

 It has also completed 100 per cent first dose of covid-19 vaccination. 

 Goa has achieved Open Defecation Free (ODF) and Electricity for every 

household. The original ODF protocol was issued in the year 2016. According to 

it, a city or ward is notified as ODF city or ward if not a single person is found 

defecating in the open, at any point of the day.  

NIPUN BHARAT MISSION 

 

 NIPUN stands for “National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with 

Understanding and Numeracy”. 

 This mission was launched by the “Department of School Education and 

Literacy” in July 2021. 

 Mission was launched with the aim of achieving the goal of universal proficiency 

in foundational literacy & numeracy in accordance with the National Education 

Policy 2020 (NEP 2020). 

 It will focus on providing access and retaining children in foundational years of 

schooling; teacher capacity building; development of high quality and diversified 

Student and Teacher Resources/Learning Materials; and tracking the progress of 

each child in achieving learning outcomes. 

 A five-tier implementation mechanism will be set up at the National- State- 

District- Block- School level in all States and UTs, under the aegis of the centrally 

sponsored scheme of Samagra Shiksha. 
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Expected outcomes  

 Foundational skills enable to keep children in class thereby reducing the dropouts 

and improve transition rate from primary to upper primary and secondary stages. 

 Activity based learning and a conducive learning environment will improve the 

quality of education. 

 Innovative pedagogies such as toy-based and experiential learning will be used 

in classroom transactions thereby making learning a joyful and engaging activity. 

 Intensive capacity building of teachers will make them empowered and provide 

greater autonomy for choosing the pedagogy. 

 Holistic development of the child by focusing on different domains of 

development like physical and motor development, socio-emotional 

development, literacy and numeracy development, cognitive development, life 

skills etc. which are interrelated and interdependent, which will be reflected in a 

Holistic Progress Card. 

 Children to achieve a steeper learning trajectory which may have positive impacts 

on later life outcomes and employment. 

 Since almost every child attends early grades, therefore, focus at that stage will 

also benefit the socio-economic disadvantageous group thus ensuring access to 

equitable and inclusive quality education. 

NEP 2020 envisages to provide universal proficiency in foundational literacy & 

numeracy to every child by end of Class 3 by 2026-27. Government has established the 

“National Steering Committee” to implement NIPUN Bharat mission. Committee will 

be chaired by Union Education Minister, Dharmendra Pradhan. Minister of State for 

Education, Annapurna Devi will act as the vice-chairperson. 
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KRISHI UDAN 2.0 SCHEME 

 

 The Ministry of Civil Aviation on 27 October 2021 launched Krishi Udan 2.0 

scheme under which cargo-related infrastructure will be built in airports of north-

east, hilly and tribal regions to assist farmers in transporting agriculture products. 

 The Krishi Udan scheme, launched by the Centre in September 2020, waived 

airport charges such as parking charges and terminal navigational landing charges 

on select Indian airports for air cargo operators if the agricultural cargo is over 50 

per cent of the total chargeable weight carried. 

 The Centre, under Krishi Udan 2.0, has stated that full waiver of airport charges 

would be granted at select airports even if the agricultural cargo is less than 50 

per cent of the total chargeable weight carried. 

 Under Krishi Udan 2.0, the Centre said it will facilitate the development of hub 

and spoke model in India and create cargo terminals at the airports in a phase-

wise manner. 

 For example, cargo terminals will be established at the airports in Agartala, 

Srinagar, Dibrugarh, Dimapur, Hubbali, Imphal, Jorhat, Lilabari, Lucknow, 

Silchar, Tezpur, Tirupati and Tuticorin within 2021-22. 

 In 2022-23, the cargo terminals will be established at airports in Ahmedabad, 

Bhavnagar, Jharsuguda, Kozhikode, Mysore, Puducherry, Rajkot and 

Vijayawada to assist transportation of agriculture produce, the Centre mentioned. 
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WHAT IS VPN, AND WHY DOES THE HOME MINISTRY WANT TO 
BAN IT? 

 

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs wants the Indian government 

to ban Virtual Private Network (VPN) services in the country. VPNs are virtual private 

networks used by most companies in India to secure their digital assets. During the 

lockdown, VPNs became more useful in facilitating seamless work-from-home 

situations. 

What is VPN and its Advantage 

VPN is a Virtual Private Network It is a way to create a private network within a public 

internet connection. This virtual network is encrypted against any outside interference, 

protecting the privacy of the user by ensuring anonymity. 

In other words, it is used so that Internet Service Providers (ISP), websites, malwares, 

third party trackers, and other entities cannot identify the data you download and upload 

on your connection. 

For these reasons, VPNs are also used by corporations for creating a closed network for 

their employees to work on. Typically used for employees working remotely, VPNs can 

thus prevent unauthorised access or tracing of activities of any of the employees. This, 

in turn, protects the integrity of the company's data and ensures protection against many 

online threats. 

Why is the committee worried? 

Just the way VPNs help internet users to protect their identity and privacy online, they 

can be used by cybercriminals to avoid surveillance. Threat actors masking their IP 

addresses online can be very difficult for law enforcement to trace. The authorities then 

have to rely on much more extensive surveillance methods to track these criminal 

activities online. 
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THE WHO HAS APPROVED THE FIRST VACCINE THAT CAN HELP 
PREVENT MALARIA 

 

 The WHO has approved the first vaccine that can help prevent malaria. Every 

year more than 4 lakh people die due to malaria. Africa is the most affected by 

malaria, especially African children. This vaccine is effective against 

Plasmodium falciparum, one of the deadliest among the 5 types. 

 Complex life cycle of the malaria parasite and response by the human body to 

that is also complex, so it's very difficult to develop a vaccine. 

 Developed by the British drug maker, GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), the vaccine, 

Mosquirix, is to be administered in four doses in children. The first three doses 

are given from the age of 5 months to 17 months and the fourth dose is 

administered 18 months later for the reduction of malaria disease and burden. 

Malaria symptoms 

Malaria is a mosquito-borne disease caused by a parasite. People with malaria often 

experience fever, chills, and flu-like illness. 

CORBEVAX’ GETS DCGI APPROVAL FOR CLINICAL TRIALS 

 

The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) gave approval to another indigenous 

COVID-19 vaccine candidate called CORBEVAX for two clinical trials. 

Hyderabad based Vaccine maker Biological E received approval to conduct phase two 

and three clinical trials on children between five to eighteen years of age. Department 

of Biotechnology (DBT) and Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council 

(BIRAC) have supported Biological E’s COVID-19 vaccine candidate of Biological E, 

right from Preclinical Stage to Phase-III clinical studies. Vaccine has also received 

financial assistance under Mission COVID Suraksha and financial support under 

COVID-19 Research Consortia through National Biopharma Mission, BIRAC. 
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All viruses, including SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, change over time. 

Most changes have little to no impact on the virus’ properties. However, some changes 

may affect the virus’s properties, such as how easily it spreads, the associated disease 

severity, or the performance of vaccines, therapeutic medicines, diagnostic tools, or 

other public health and social measures. 

Vaccine Country  Company 

MODERNA/Spikevax (mRAN) USA Moderna 

Covi shield (Viral Vector V) UK Astrazeneca / University of Oxford 

Pfizer (RNA) Germany Pfizer/ Biontech 

SINOVAC (Inactivated V) China Sinovac 

J&J (Viral Vector Vaccine) USA Janssen/Johnson & Johnson 

Sputnik V (Viral Vector V) Russia Gamaleya Research Institute 

Covaxin (Inactivated Vaccine) India Bharat Biotech International 

Sinopharm China China National Biotec Group (CNBG) 

 

Currently designated Variants of Concern 

WHO label Earliest documented sample  

Alpha United Kingdom 

Beta South Africa 

Gamma Brazil 

Delta India 

Lambda Peru 

Mu Colombia 

 

 

 



36 | P a g e  
 

IMPORTANT APPS AND PORTALS 

 

No.  App and 
Portals 

Who Created Why 

1  Healthy Smile AIIMS To create awareness about oral hygiene in 
children  

2  One Health 
project 

Dept of 
Biotechnology for 

monitoring 

To monitor important bacteria, viruses 
and parasitic infections 

3  MyPortApp Government of 
India 

The app incorporates information related 
to Vessel Berthing, Rake & Indent, Rake 
Receipt, Container Status, Tariff, Bills, 
Port Holidays and can be accessed 
anywhere 24 × 7. 

4  MyParkings 
App 

Broadcast 
Engineering 

Consultants India 
Limited (BECIL) 

has developed an IoT technology-enabled 
app with South Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (SDMC) to digitize all 
official parking within the SDMC 
municipal limits. 
This facility will then be rolled out to 
other municipal divisions across India. 
The main objective of the amp is to 
reduce pollution by reducing the time 
spent searching for parking spots. 

5  e-Voting 
Solution 

by the Telangana 
State Election 
Commission 

(TSEC)CDAC 

The system will be used in the form of 
dummy elections in Khammam district 
between 8th to 18th October with open 
application registration and 20th October 
with dummy voting. 

6.  SPARSH The Ministry of 
Defense 

SPARSH has introduced an integrated 
system for automating the approval and 
distribution of pensions. 

7  Geospatial 
Energy Map 

of India 

Policy Commission 
will help ISRO 

identify and locate all primary and 
secondary sources of energy and their 
transport / transmission networks to 
provide a comprehensive view of energy 
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production and distribution in the 
country, which will further help in 
planning and investment decisions. 

8 Garud App Election 
Commission of 

India 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) 
has launched Garud Amp for digital 
mapping of all polling stations, so that the 
election work can be completed fast, 
smart, transparent and on time. 

 

NASA LUCY MISSION: FIRST SPACECRAFT TO STUDY JUPITER’S 
TROJAN ASTEROIDS 

 

Lucy will be the first space mission to study the Trojans. The mission takes its name 

from the fossilized human ancestor (called “Lucy” by her discoverers) whose skeleton 

provided unique insight into humanity's evolution. The Lucy spacecraft will be launched 

on October 16, 2021. The study of Jupiter’s Trojan asteroids will help scientists to 

understand how the Solar System and its planets were formed approximately 4.5 billion 

years ago and why they end up in the current sequence. 

NASA’s Juno spacecraft has been orbiting Jupiter since 2016 but the Lucy spacecraft 

will be the first expedition by NASA to study the Trojan asteroids that orbit the Sun in 

two swarms, one leading ahead of Jupiter and other trailing behind the planet. 

Some important space missions 

Mission name Country Purpose 

Chandrayaan 1 (2008-09) 
Chandrayaan 2 (2019) 
Chandrayaan 3 (expected 
2021) 

India The mission was one of the first to confirm 
evidence of lunar water. 

Al Amal (Hope) (2021) UAE monitoring the Martian weather and 
disappearing atmosphere. 

MOM (2014) India To explore and observe Mars surface features, 
morphology, mineralogy and the Martian 
atmosphere 
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41 ORDNANCE FACTORIES WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO SEVEN 
DEFENCE PUBLIC SECTOR UNITS (DPSUS). 

 

The Ordnance Factory Board (OFB), the first of whose industrial establishments was 

set up in 1801, will cease to exist from October 1, and the assets, staff, and operations 

of its 41 ordnance factories will be transferred to seven defence public sector units 

(DPSUs). 

A large chunk of the weapons, ammunition, and supplies used by the armed forces, and 

paramilitary and police forces, come from OFB-run factories. 

Reasons for dismantling OFB 

 It would lead to improvements in efficiency, make products cost-competitive, and 

enhance their quality. 

 It has been argued that OFB’s monopoly has led to innovation drying up, apart 

from low productivity, high costs of production, and lack of flexibility at the 

higher managerial levels. 

Expert committees on defence reforms 

TKS Nair Committee (2000), Vijay Kelkar Committee (2005), and Vice Admiral 

Raman Puri Committee (2015) suggested corporatisation. But Lt Gen D B 

Shekatkar(2016) committee did not suggest corporatisation, but recommended regular 

audits of all ordnance units considering past performance. 

The seven new DPSUs are as follows: 

1) Advanced Weapons and Equipment India (AWE) Limited: AWE India is based 

in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh. According to a media report, the firm has got defence 

orders worth ₹4066 crore. It is involved in the manufacturing of small arms and 

weapons for the armed forces and police. 

2) Armoured Vehicles Nigam Limited (AVANI): The same report notes that 

AVANI has been given a contract for defence goods worth ₹30,025 crore, the 

highest among all the seven new DPSUs. The company is located in Chennai. 
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3) Gliders India Limited (GIL): This company, too, has its registered address in 

Kanpur. GIL is involved in the manufacture of textiles. 

4) India Optel Limited (IOL): Headquartered in Dehradun, Uttarakhand, IOL is 

involved in the manufacturing of electrical machinery and apparatus. 

5) Munitions India Limited (MIL): The entity is based in Pune, Maharashtra, and 

works to manufacture general purpose machinery. 

6) Troop Comforts Limited (TCL): The company manufactures clothing, except 

those made of fur. Like AWE India and GIL, the headquarters of TIL, too, is in 

Kanpur. 

7) Yantra India Limited (YIL): According to a report, YIL has inherited OFB assets 

worth ₹11,000 crore. It is based out of Nagpur, Maharashtra, and manufactures 

components such as shells of ammunition. 

Classified as Union government companies, all seven DPSUs were registered in August 

2021 and 100% owned by Govt of India 

INDIAN SPACE ASSOCIATION (ISPA) 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Indian Space Association (ISpA) via 

videoconferencing. ISPA is a leading industry association of space and satellite 

manufacturing companies, which can be said to be a combination of the Indian 

space industry.  

 The ISPA will formulate, advise on space policies and strive to make them a 

success. Under ‘Self-reliant India’, ISPA will strive to revolutionize the space 

universe, and to do something new in space by developing state-of-the-art 

technology in India itself. 

 Its founding members include Bharti Airtel, Larsen & Toubro, Nelco (Tata 

Group), One Web, Mapmyindia, Walchandnagar Industries and Ananth 

Technology Limited. 

 Other core members include Godrej, Hughes India, Azista-BST Aerospace 

Private Limited, BEL, Centum Electronics and Maxar India. 
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Board members: 

 First Chairman: Jayant Patil, L&T-NxT Senior Executive Vice President for 

Defence 

 Vice-President: Rahul Vatts, Bharti Airtel’s chief regulatory officer 

 Director-General: Lt Gen. A.K. Bhatt (Retd.) 

  

INDIA’S “TAKACHAR” WINS PRINCE WILLIAM’S INAUGURAL ‘ECO-
OSCAR’ AWARD 

  

 Prince William, the grandson of Queen Elizabeth II, has launched the 

International Earthshot Awards to promote ongoing efforts around the world to 

save the planet in the face of climate change. The names of the five winners were 

announced at a glittering ceremony at the Alexandra Palace in London.Each has 

been paid $1.4 million (1 million pound) in cash. 

 Indian company Takachar won the “clean our air” prize for developing pioneering 

technology to help end the burning of agricultural waste. Their cheap, small-

scale, portable device attaches to tractors and converts crop residues into sellable 

products such as fuel and fertiliser, further helping to reduce smoke emissions by 

up to 98%. 

 Vidyut Mohan has been awarded in the Clean our Air category, for his technology 

called ‘Takachar’, a small and portable device that uses crop residue to convert it 

into bio-products like fuel and fertilisers to reduce smoke emissions and combat 

air pollution.  

 About 120 120 billion worth of agricultural waste is wasted worldwide. The 

farmer burns what is not marketable. It causes pollution. 

 Other winners include the Coral Vita in the Bahamas, the city of Milan in Italy, 

and the Thai-Italian-German group AEM Electrolyzer. 
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ABHYAS HIGH-SPEED EXPENDABLE AERIAL TARGET 
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED 

 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully tested 

the high-speed expendable aerial target (HEAT) called ABHYAS on October 22, 

2021. 

 ABHYAS high-speed expendable aerial target will be used to evaluate several 

missile systems, 

 It was tested from Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur off the coast of Bay 

of Bengal in Odisha. 

BALLISTIC MISSILE AGNI-V SUCCESSFULLY TEST-FIRED 

 

 India on 27 October 2021 successfully test-fired surface-to-surface ballistic 

missile Agni-5 that can strike targets at ranges up to 5,000 km with a very high 

degree of accuracy. 

 Agni-V is an Indian nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM). It 

has been developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation. 

Only eight countries in the world have ICBM (America, China, France, Israel, 

Britain, China, North Korea and India) 

 Agni-P (Prime) successfully tests new generation nuclear-capable ballistic 

missile in June 

 Which is a canister-based system missile with a range of 1,000 to 2,000 km 

 These missiles will replace Agni I, Agni II and Prithvi. 
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SAND AND DUST STORMS IMPACT OVER 500 MILLION IN INDIA: 
STUDY 

 

Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster Information Management 

(APDIM), a regional institution of the United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) published a report. According to the 

report, more than 500 million people in India and more than 80% of the entire 

populations of Turkmenistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and the Islamic Republic 

of Iran are exposed to medium and high levels of poor air quality due to sand and dust 

storms. 

Sand and dust storms contribute significantly to poor air quality in Karachi, Lahore and 

Delhi in ‘southwest Asia’. Nearly 60 million people in these places experienced more 

than 170 dusty days a year in 2019, the report showed.  

The risk of impacts from sand and dust storms is projected to increase in the 2030s due 

to more extreme drought conditions in parts of Western Australia, south-eastern Turkey, 

Iran and Afghanistan, according to the study.  

Key points 

Sand and dust storms 

 Sand and dust storms are common meteorological hazards in arid and semi-arid 

regions. 

 Sand and dust storms (SDS), also known as sirocco, haboob, yellow dust, white 

storms, and the harmattan, are a natural phenomenon linked with land and water 

management and climate change. 

 They are usually caused by thunderstorms – or strong pressure gradients 

associated with cyclones – which increase wind speed over a wide area. These 

strong winds lift large amounts of sand and dust from bare, dry soils into the 

atmosphere, transporting them hundreds to thousands of kilometres away. 

 

 



43 | P a g e  
 

Negative Impact 

 India lost 1,584 gigawatt-hours (gWh) of energy loss, due to sand and dust storms 

in 2019, the report showed. These losses amounted to over $107 million (Rs 782 

crore) per year. 

 Very high dust deposition also occurs in the Himalaya-Hindu Kush Mountain 

range and the Tibetan Plateau, the so-called ‘third pole’ that are the sources for 

fresh water for more than 1.3 billion people in Asia.  

 The deposition of dust on glaciers induces a warming effect, increasing the 

melting of ice, with direct and indirect impacts on society through numerous 

issues, including food security, energy production, agriculture, water stress and 

flood regimes, the researchers wrote in the paper. 

 Sand and dust storms directly affect 11 of the 17 United Nations-mandated 

sustainable development goals (SDG): 

 Ending poverty in all forms 

 Ending hunger 

 Good health and well-being 

 Safe water and sanitation 

 Affordable and clean energy 

 Decent work and economic growth 

 Industry innovation and infrastructure 

 Sustainable cities and communities 

 Climate action 

 Life below water 

 Life on land 

Positive impact 

They can increase the nutrient content in the areas of deposition and benefit vegetation.  

Dust deposited on water bodies can alter their chemical characteristics, triggering both 

positive as well as adverse outcomes. Dust particles that carry iron can enrich parts of 

oceans, improving the phytoplankton balance and impacting marine food webs. 
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WORLD’S HIGHEST MOTORABLE ROAD INAUGURATED IN LADAKH 

 

A road connecting Leh to the Pangong Lake which passes through the Kela pass at 

18,600 feet was inaugurated on August 31, 2021, by Ladakh MP Jamyang Tsering 

Namgyal. This is the world’s highest motorable road. 

The road, constructed by the 58 Engineer Regiment of the Indian Army.  It will reduce 

the distance between Leh (Zingral to Tangtse) to Pangong Lake by 41 kms. 

This road will play a significant role in boosting the socio-economic status of local 

residents, especially for the people of Lalok region of Ladakh as It will facilitate 

tourism. Tourists will see world’s highest motorable road, rare medicinal plants, 

participate in snow sport activities, see nomadic livestock, lakes and other attractions. 

Pangong Tso or Pangong Lake 

Pangong Lake also known as Pangong Tso is a beautiful endorheic lake situated in the 

Himalayas and is 134 km long, extending from India to China. It is situated at a height 

of almost 4,350m and the world’s highest saltwater lake. It is one of the most famous 

lakes in Leh Ladakh, derives its name from the Tibetan word, “Pangong Tso”, which 

means “high grassland lake”. 

LADAKH’S NEW STATE ANIMAL AND STATE BIRD 

 

Ladakh on 1st September 2021 adopted two endangered species, snow leopard and 

black-necked crane, as State animal and State bird. Ladakh became a Union Territory 

on 31st of October 2019 after the division of J and K. 

Black-necked crane (Grus nicricollis), only found in Ladakh’s Changthang region, was 

the State bird of J&K before August 5, 2019. The black-necked crane is found in eastern 

Ladakh's high-altitude wetlands and marshes. It is listed as an Endangered on the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) red list. These birds arrive in 

Ladakh in March for breeding and migrate by October end or early November. 
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Snow leopard, scientifically called Panthera uncia is also an elusive creature and found 

in Arunachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh and Sikkim. The snow 

leopard is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN-World Conservation Union's Red List of 

the Threatened Species. 

Union territory of Ladakh 

  Radha Krishna Mathur has been appointed as the first Lieutenant-Governor (L-

G) of Ladakh. 

 Ladakh is a mountainous region which is sandwiched between Karakoram Range 

in North and Himalayan Range in the South. 

  It is composed of two districts: Leh and Kargil. 

ASSAM TO DROP ‘RAJIV GANDHI’ FROM NATIONAL PARK’S NAME 

 

The Assam Cabinet has decided to drop former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s name 

from the Orang National Park. 

Orang was declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1985 and was upgraded to a national park in 

1999. Situated on the north bank of the Brahmaputra River, Orang is one of Assam’s 

seven national parks and among the top three rhino habitats. The Park is home to many 

animals such as the Royal Bengal tiger, pig (pygmy hog), Indian rhinoceros and wild 

elephant. 

INDIA TO BE THE FIRST ASIAN COUNTRY TO LAUNCH A PLASTICS 
PACT 

 

World-Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF India) and the Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII) have joined hands to develop a platform to promote a circular system for 

plastics. The new platform called, the ‘India Plastic Pact,’ was launched by British High 

Commissioner to India, Alexander Ellis. 

India generates 9.46 million tonnes of plastic waste annually, of which 40 per cent is 

not collected; about half of all plastics produced in the country are used in packaging, 

most of it is single use in nature. 
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About the ‘India Plastic Pact’: 

 The new platform ‘India Plastic Pact’ envisions to create a world where plastic is 

valued and does not pollute the environment. 

 The Pact targets the businesses to transition towards a circular economy for 

plastics by 2030. 

  It aims to define a list of unnecessary or problematic plastic packaging & items 

and take measures to address these problems with the help of redesign and 

innovation, by 2030. 

  Under the pact, 100 percent of plastic packaging will be made reusable or 

recyclable, 50 percent of plastic packaging will be effectively recycled and 25 per 

cent average recycled content will be made across all plastic packaging. 

The initiative is supported by UK Research & Innovation (UKRI) and WRAP, a global 

NGO based in the UK, and endorsed by the British High Commission in India. 

RAMBUTAN FRUIT 

 

Rambutan is a tropical fruit with peculiar red spines on the surface and a uniquely 

flavoured white edible portion on the inside. This fruit may be linked to the spread of 

this virus. It has come to light that all the people in Kerala who have contracted Nipah 

have eaten this fruit. Therefore, this fruit has been sent to the Institute of Virology, Pune 

for examination. This fruit is found mainly in South Asian countries like Malaysia. If 

the fruit is eaten by bats, it can spread the virus. 

Health Benefits of Rambutan 

This fruit contains nutrients like protein, fiber, calcium, iron, phosphorus. Compounds 

called phytochemicals are also found. They are considered to be antibiotics and 

microbes that help protect the body from many diseases. Also, these fruits are rich in 

calories and carbohydrates as well as vitamins C and A. This fruit helps in maintaining 

a good digestive process. This fruit is also beneficial for beauty and hair strength. 

Excessive consumption of this fruit can cause vomiting or diarrhea. If the fruit is left 

untreated, it can cause viral infections. 
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Nipah Virus 

 Nipah virus (NiV) is a zoonotic virus (it is transmitted from animals to humans) 

and can also be transmitted through contaminated food or directly between 

people. Nipah virus is also known to cause illness in pigs, dogs, horses and 

people. 

 Nipah virus was first recognized in 1998 during an outbreak among pig farmers 

in Malaysia. Nipah virus is one of the top 10 life-threatening diseases of the 

World Health Organization. The case fatality rate is estimated at 40% to 75%. 

Symptoms and Treatment 

Symptoms typically appear in 4-14 days following exposure to the virus. The illness 

initially presents as 3-14 days of fever and headache, and often includes signs of 

respiratory illness, such as cough, sore throat, and difficulty breathing. A phase of brain 

swelling (encephalitis) may follow, where symptoms can include drowsiness, 

disorientation, and mental confusion, which can rapidly progress to coma within 24-48 

hours. 

Currently there are no licensed treatments available for Nipah virus (NiV) infection. 

Treatment is limited to supportive care, including rest, hydration, and treatment of 

symptoms as they occur. 

ZOJILA TUNNEL: KASHMIR TO LADAKH 

 

At 14.15 km, the Zojila tunnel will be India’s longest road tunnel, and Asia’s longest 

bi-directional tunnel. A connecting tunnel from Z-Morh on NH1 to the Zojila tunnel 

will be built in the Zojila Ghats between Sonmarg and Kargil. The Zojila tunnel and Z-

Morh tunnels will strengthen India’s defence system & economy of J&K and Leh-

Ladakh. 
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Once the tunnel is completed, travel between Srinagar and Ladakh throughout the year 

will become a reality. While the distance will be reduced (from Baltal to Minamarg) 

from 40 km to 13 km, travel time too will be reduced by 1.5 hours between the two 

Union Territories. 

The first part involves development and expansion of the 18.475-km highway between 

Z-Morh to Zojila. A 3-km stretch will be expanded; the rest will be newly developed. 

The highway will have 2 twin-tube tunnels, 5 bridges, and 2 snow galleries. 

The second part is building the 14.15-km Zojila tunnel itself — 9.5 m wide, 7.57 m 

high, 2 lanes, in shape of a horseshoe. 

In addition, a 2,350-m concrete ‘cut and cover’ tunnel will be built, along with 3 

ventilation caverns/shafts. Works also include construction of portals, control buildings, 

ventilation buildings and muck disposables along the route. 

THE WORLD'S LARGEST KHADI NATIONAL FLAG HAS BEEN 
UNVEILED IN LEH 

 

The world's largest khadi national flag was unveiled in Leh on October 2. The tricolour 

was erected on the occasion of the 152nd birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and was 

inaugurated by Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh R. K. Mathur. Indian Army Chief Manoj 

Narwane was also present on the occasion. The 57th Regiment of Engineers of the 
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Indian Army has built the largest khadi flag, which is hoisted at an altitude of 2,000 feet 

above sea level in Leh. 

The flag, which was raised at a height of 2,000 feet in Leh, is 225 feet long. The flag is 

150 feet wide. This flag is made entirely of khadi and weighs as much as 1000 kg! The 

flag was hoisted on a 2,000-foot-high hill by 150 soldiers from the 57th Engineer 

Regiment. 

INDIAN RAILWAYS’ 1ST VERTICAL LIFT SEA BRIDGE AT 
RAMESWARAM: 

 

The New Pamban Bridge in the state of Tamil Nadu is all set to become the nation’s 

first Vertical Lift Railway Sea Bridge. The new bridge, which would be 2.07 kilometres 

long, will connect Rameswaram to the mainland in Tamil Nadu. 

The new bridge will help the railways to operate trains at higher speed, carry more 

weight and increase the volume of traffic between Pamban and Rameswaram. The 

existing Pamban Rail Bridge, which connects Rameswaram to mainland India, is 105 

years old. 

Upon construction, Indian Railways’ New Pamban Bridge, will be more than 2 

kilometres long with 100 spans of 18.3 metres as well as one navigational span of 63 

metres, that will move towards upside vertically, enabling the movement of ships or 

steamers. In the old bridge, the Scherzer span is manually operated to enable the 

movement of ships. While the upcoming one will be equipped with an electro-

mechanical controlled system. This will be interlocked with the train control systems, 

providing seamless system connectivity. 

CYCLONE SHAHEEN HITS OMAN 

 

Cyclone Shaheen strikes parts of Oman and Iran on 5 October 2021. It is rare for storms 

of this power to hit Oman's northern Arabian Sea coast. The cyclone has been named as 

Shaheen by Qatar. Just a few days cyclone Gulab hits eastern coast of India. 
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regional specialised meteorological centre New Delhi will be responsible to name 

tropical cyclones forming over the North Indian Ocean including Bay of Bengal & the 

Arabian Sea. It picks from a list of 169 names suggested by 13 member countries. 

List of cyclones hit Indian: 

no Name Meaning When hit India 

1 Tauktae (Myanmar) Gecko-highly vocal lizard 18th May 2021 western coast 

2 Yaas (Oman) Jasmin 25th May 2021 Eastern coast 

3 Gulab (Pakistan) Rose 25th Sept 2021 Eastern coast 

 

Where Do Tropical Cyclones Form? 

Tropical cyclones generally form in any ocean where water temperatures are greater 

than 80 degrees Fahrenheit and the upper-level winds are benign. Here are oceans where 

they can form and their commonly used names: 

 North Atlantic (including Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico): Hurricanes 

 Eastern and Central North Pacific: Hurricanes 

 Western Northern Pacific (China sea): Typhoons 

 Arabian Sea/Northern Indian Ocean: Tropical Cyclones 

 South Indian Ocean (northwest Australia): Tropical Cyclones/Willy-Willy 

 Coral Sea/South Pacific: Tropical Cyclone 

There are several tropical oceans where colder water currents and strong upper-level 

winds usually prevent tropical cyclones from forming. These locations include the parts 

of the Atlantic Ocean near the African coast and south of the Equator and Pacific Ocean 

off of the South American Coast. 
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MOUNT ASO ERUPTED IN JAPAN 

 

 Mount Aso volcano in Japan, erupted on October 20, 2021, and emitted a giant 

column of ash about thousands of metres into the sky. 

 Mount Aso is one of the world's largest active volcanoes and the largest volcano 

in Japan. The 1,592-meter (5,223-foot) volcano is a popular tourist destination. 

 Mount Aso last erupted in the year 2016 

Kyushu Island 

It is the third largest island out of five main islands. It is mountainous and home to 

Japan’s active volcano called Mount Aso. 

Japan on the 'Ring of Fire' 

 Japan is one of the most volcanically active countries in the world.  

 The island country sits on the so-called "Ring of Fire," where several of the 

planet's quakes and volcanic eruptions are recorded. 

 In 2014, Japan saw its deadliest volcanic eruption in almost nine decades on 

Mount Ontake, in the central Nagano prefecture. The eruption killed 63 people. 

Last month la palma volcano which on Canary Island Spain was erupted  

WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN (12 OCTOBER 2021) 

 Maharashtra became the first state to release its own Wildlife Action plan (2021-

30). 

 The new plan, which will be implemented over the next 10 years, recognises 

concerns about climate change impacts on wildlife, coastal ecosystems, marine 

biodiversity, flora and fauna. 

 The plan focuses on 12 areas— Conservation of the species, Control of Poaching 

and Illegal Wildlife Trade, Mitigation of Human-Wildlife Conflict and Rescue, 

Wildlife Health Management, etc. 

 Andhari Sanctuary Area of Tadoba Andhari Tiger Project is Increased by 78.79 

sq km. 
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THE NOBEL PRIZE 2021 

The Nobel Prize is awarded annually to individuals (rarely organizations) who have 

worked best in the past year in the fields of physics, chemistry, physiology or medicine, 

literature and conservation of international brotherhood (i.e. peace).  

The Nobel Prize ceremony is held annually in Stockholm at the hands of the King of 

Sweden and the Nobel Peace Prize is awarded in Oslo on the anniversary of Alfred 

Nobel (December 10). Most of the time, they accept the prizes by appearing before the 

winners. If the winner fails to appear, the ambassador of his country may accept the 

prize. 

No.  area  2021 Nobel Prize Laureate  

1 Physics   Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann, Giorgio Parisi  
 syukuro Manabu (Princeton University, USA) and Klaus 

Hasselmann (Max plank Institute for meteorology, 
Hamburg, Germany) for physical modelling of Earth's 
climate, measuring variability, and reliably predicting 
global warming. 

 Giorgio Parisi (Rome, Sapinza University of Rome, Italy) 
was awarded for his discovery of the interaction of 
disorders and fluctuations in physical systems from atoms 
to planetary scales. 

2  Medicine     David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian  
 receptors for sensing temperature and touch sensations,  
 During his research David used peppermint on the skin, 

which caused skin irritation. In doing so, they discovered a 
gene called cDNA, which forms an ion channel (TRPV1) 
near our skin, something we didn't know until then. This ion 
channel starts working at the temperature when you start 
having pain. David and Ardern then researched TRPM8, 
which makes you feel cold. 

3 Chemistry   Benjamin List (Germany) and David WC McMillan 
(United States) 

 for the development of asymmetric organocatalysis. Its uses 
include research into new pharmaceuticals, and it has also 
helped make chemistry greener. 
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 He has been awarded this prize for his work on developing 
a new way of producing a molecule called asymmetric 
organocatalysis. The use of this technology is very useful 
in making medicines. This technology can also be used to 
make dyes in solar cells. 

4 Literature   Abdulrazak Gurnah  
 their "uncompromising and compassionate penetration of 

the effects Nobel Prize for this book. 
 Born in Zanzibar (Tanzania) in 1948, Gurnah came to 

England as a refugee in the late 1960's. Gurnah is 73 years 
old. Until his recent retirement, he was professor of English 
and post-colonial literature at the University of Canterbury, 
Kent. He is the author of 10 novels, including the famous 
novels Paradise and Dissertation 

5 Peace    Maria Resa (Philippines)and Dmitry Muratovha 
(Russia) 

 for their efforts to safeguard freedom of expression, which 
is a precondition for democracy and lasting peace 

 Maria Ressa uses freedom of expression to expose abuse of 
power, use of violence and growing authoritarianism in her 
native country, the Philippines. In 2012, Maria founded 
Rappler. She is the co-founder of this digital media 
company, and this company works in investigative 
journalism. 

 Dmitry Andreevich Muratov is also a journalist. Russia has 
co-founded a newspaper called Novaza Gazette. On behalf 
of the Nobel Committee, the Novaza Gazette is the most 
independent newspaper in Russia to date. According to the 
Nobel Committee, Muratov has been defending freedom of 
expression in Russia for decades. 

6 Economics    David Card, Joshua D. Angrist, Guido Imbens 
 David Card, a Canadian-born professor at the University of 

California, Berkeley, will receive half of the award, while 
the rest will go to Joshua Angrist of the Massachusetts 
Institute and Guido Imbens, a Dutch-born economist at 
Stanford University. 

 They have devised a scientific method to study the impact 
of minimum wage, migration, and education on the labor 
market. 
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 He and his late research partner Alan Krueger found that an 
increase in the hourly minimum wage did not affect 
employment, challenging conventional wisdom which held 
that an increase in minimum wage will lead to less hiring. 

 Card’s work also challenged another common 
misconception that immigrants depress wages for native-
born workers. He found that incomes of the native-born can 
benefit from new immigration, while it is earlier 
immigrants who are at risk of being negatively affected. 

RAMON MAGSAYSAY AWARD 2021 

Four individuals and an Indonesian organization were awarded the Ramon Magsaysay 

Prize, considered the Nobel Peace Prize, at a formal ceremony in Manila, the capital of 

the Philippines, on 31 August 2021. 

 So far, 52 Indians have been honoured with the award.  

 The first recipient of this award Vinoba Bhave (1 9 58), in the 2019 ravish Kumar 

received the award  

No.  individual 
awards  

Country  works  

1  Roberto 
Belana 

Philippines create a sustainable marine environment and the 
fishing industry in the revival of dying with the 
help of other fishermen. 

2  Steven 
Munsie, 

American  For dedicating his entire life to humanitarian 
work, refugee assistance and peace building. 

3  Ferdowsi 
Qadri 

Bangladesh  leading scientists and vaccine development, 
advanced biotechnology, the treatment is being 
given to the contribution to the award of 
important research. 

4  Muhammad 
Amjad Al 

Pakistan  About the creation of the largest microfinance 
institution in Pakistan and the work done towards 
poverty alleviation  

5  WatchDog: Indonesia  A production house combining creative 
documentary filmmaking, investigative 
journalism and alternative platforms to underline 
issues. 
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SHANTISWAROOP BHATNAGAR AWARD 

 

This year the names of the 11 scientists, who received the country’s highest science 

award, Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize, were announced on the 80th foundation day of 

the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

The recipients of Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar (SSB) Prize for Science and Technology 

2021 are as follows: 

1) Biological Sciences - Dr. Amit Singh, Department of Microbiology and Cell Biology, 

Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru 

2) Biological Sciences - Dr Arun Kumar Shukla, Department of Biological Sciences 

and Bioengineering, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur 

3) Chemical Sciences - Dr Kanishka Biswas, International Centre of Materials Science, 

Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bengaluru 

4) Chemical Sciences - Dr T Govindaraju, Bio-organic Chemistry Laboratory, 

Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bengaluru 

5) Earth, Atmosphere, Ocean and Planetary Sciences - Dr Binoy Kumar Saikia, Coal 

and Energy Research Group, CSIR North East Institute of Science and Technology, 

Jorhat 

6) Engineering Sciences - Dr Debdeep Mukhopadhyay, Department of Computer 

Science and Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur 

7) Mathematical Sciences - Dr Anish Ghosh, School of Mathematics, Tata Institute of 

Fundamental Research, Mumbai 

8) Mathematical Sciences - Dr Saket Saurabh, The Institute of Mathematical Sciences, 

Chennai 

9) Medical Sciences - Dr Jeemon Panniyammakal, Achutha Menon Centre for Health 

Science Studies Sree Chitra Tirunal institute for Medical Sciences and Technology, 

Thiruvananthapuram 

10) Dr Rohit Srivastava - Department of Biosciences and Bioengineering, Indian 

Institute of Technology Bombay 
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11) Physical Sciences - Dr Kanak Saha, Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and 

Astrophysics, Pune 

According to the official website, the purpose of the award is to recognise outstanding 

Indian work in science and technology. 

The SSB Prizes, each of the value of Rs 5,00,000 (Rupees five lakh only), are awarded 

annually for notable and outstanding research, applied or fundamental, in the following 

disciplines: (i) Biological Sciences, (ii) Chemical Sciences, (iii) Earth, Atmosphere, 

Ocean and Planetary Sciences, (iv) Engineering Sciences, (v) Mathematical Sciences, 

(vi) Medical Sciences and (vii) Physical Sciences. 

PROFESSOR ERIC HANUSHEK AND DR. RUKMINI BANERJEE 
RECEIVED 2021 YIDAN AWARD 

  

Professor Eric A. Hanushek and Dr. Rukmini Banerjee have been awarded the Yidan 

Award for Education Development to improve learning outcomes in schools. The Yidan 

Award is the highest education award in the world, recognizing their important work in 

addressing an important part of their academic work. 

SATYAJIT RAY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

 

 2021 is the birth centenary year of Satyajit Ray. The 'Satyajit Ray Lifetime 

Achievement Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Film' has been launched 

this year.  

 The award will be presented annually at the Iffi, the Indian International Film 

Festival. The award will be in the form of Rs 10 lakh cash, certificate, shawl, 

silver peacock medal and honorarium. 

 Veteran Hollywood actor Martin Scorsese and renowned Hungarian filmmaker 

Istevan Szabo will be honored with the Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement 

Award at this year's International Film Festival (IFFI). 
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 It features American film director Martin Scorsese, who has directed a number of 

hit Hollywood films, including The Wolf of Wall Street and Taxi Driver. The 

name is Hungarian filmmaker Istvan Szabo. He has won the hearts of audiences 

with films like 'Sunshine' since the 60's. 

Satyajit Ray 

 Satyajit Ray is a renowned filmmaker as well as an accomplished writer, 

ingenious sketcher, creative graphic designer and expert musician.  

 He began his career in advertising. 

 While drawing Bibhutibhushan Bandopadhyay's novel for children, he got the 

idea for his first film 'Pather Panchali'. This film brought him international fame.  

 After that, he made more than one great film, Charulata, Agantuk and Nayak. 

Born by this creative writer, spy Feluda and scientist Professor Shonku became 

famous in Bengali literature. 

 He was honored by the Government of India in 1992 with the highest civilian 

honor, the Bharat Ratna. 

International Film Festival (IFFI) 

 Established at the International Film Festival (IFFI) 1952 Goa The  

 The 52nd edition will be held in Goa from 20 to 28 November 2021. 

EARTH GUARDIAN AWARD  

 

 The Parambikulam Tiger Conservation Foundation (PaTCoF) has won the “Earth 

Guardian Award” which was instituted by the NatWest Group. 

 PaTCoF is a non-profit organisation under the forest department which seeks to 

facilitate conservation of tiger and biodiversity in the Parambikulam tiger reserve. 

 Eight winners of the award were felicitated by secretary general of “UN 

Convention on International Trade in the Endangered Species of Wild Fauna & 

Flora”, Ivonne Higuero in a virtual ceremony on October 20, 2021. 
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Parambikulam Tiger Reserve 

 It is a protected area in Palakkad district of Kerala. 

 The sanctuary lies in the Sungam range of hills in between Anaimalai Hills and 

Nelliyampathy Hills. 

 The sanctuary is home to four different tribes of indigenous peoples namely, 

Malasar, Kadar, Mala Malarsar and Muduvar. 

 The Parambikulam Wildlife Sanctuary is a World Heritage Site 

RASHMI MADHURI CROWNED MISS EARTH INDIA 2021 

 

 Rashmi Madhuri from Bengaluru a 27yr old entrepreneur of pharmaceutical 

company was crowned the title of Miss India Earth 2021 by the former queen 

Tanvi Kharote. 

 At the same time, 18 years old Vanshika Parmar from Himachal Pradesh was 

crowned as a Beauty with a Responsibility winner this award aims not only to 

acknowledge the work done by the beauty queens in order to bring a substantial 

change but also support the future endeavors of their project. 

RAJINIKANTH RECEIVES DADASAHEB PHALKE AWARD 

 

 Superstar Rajinikanth received the 51st Dadasaheb Phalke Award at the 

presentation ceremony of the 67th National Film Awards on Monday. 

 The winners of the 67th National Film Awards were announced back in March. 

The awards honoured outstanding achievements in cinema for the year 2019. The 

ceremony was supposed to take place last year but was delayed due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

 Born as Shivaji Rao Gaekwad on December 12, 1950, Rajinikanth worked as a 

bus conductor before joining film industry. 
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 One of the most popular stars in India, Rajinikanth has been honored by the 

Government of India with the Padma Bhushan in 2000 and the Padma Vibhushan 

in 2016. 

 Rajinikanth made his Tamil film debut with Apoorva Ragangal. 

List of 67th National Film Award winners 

 Best Actor (Divided) - Manoj Bajpayee (Bhosle), Dhanush (Asuran) 

 Best Actress - Kangana Ranaut (Panga, Manikarnika) 

 Best Hindi Movies - Chichhore 

 Best Marathi Film: Bardo 

 Best Supporting Actress - Pallavi Joshi (The Tashkent Files) 

 Best Supporting Actor - Vijay Sethupati (Super Deluxe) 

 Best Film (Critic's Choice) - Sohini Chattopadhyay 

 Best Playback Singer - b. Prak (Teri Mitti- Kesari) 

 Best Playback Singer - Sawani Ravindra (Ran Petlam - Bardo) 

 Best Popular Movies - Maharshi 

 Nargis Dutt Best Feature Film Award - TAJ MAHAL 

 Best film on social issues - Anandi Gopal 

 Best Children's Film - Musk 

 Best Director - BAHATTAR HOORAIN (Hindi) 

 BestCinematography - Jallikattu (Malayalam) 

V R CHAUDHARI TAKES OVER AS IAF CHIEF 

Air Chief Marshal (ACM) Vivek Ram Chaudhari, who took over as the 27th Chief of 

the Air Staff (CAS) from ACM R.K.S. Bhadauria on Thursday has said his focus 

would be to enhance the overall capabilities of the IAF. Vivek Chaudhary is from 

Maharashtra. He has received the Distinguished Service Medal, the Extraordinary 

Service Medal and the Air Force Medal. 

The IAF chief was commissioned into the air force’s fighter stream in December 

1982. Before taking charge of his current appointment as vice chief, Chaudhari was 
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the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the operationally critical Western Air 

Command (WAC). 

Vivek Ram Chaudhary has mastered the art of handling various types of fighter jets. 

He has been part of some of the Air Force's most important missions like Operation 

Meghdoot and Operation White Sea. 

TUNISIA’S PRESIDENT NAMES NAJLA BOUDEN AS COUNTRY’S 
FIRST FEMALE PM 

 

Tunisian President Kais Saied named Najla Bouden as the country’s first female prime 

minister, two months after assuming executive authority. 

Bouden, 63, was assigned to form a new government amid growing domestic and 

international discontent over the president’s power seizure. 

Najla Bouden Romdhane is a 63-year-old geologist with little experience in politics. 

Bouden is a lecturer at the National Engineering School of Tunisia. Before being 

appointed as the Prime Minister of Tunisia, Bouden was assigned by the Ministry of 

Higher Education and Scientific Research to implement programmes with the World 

Bank. She was appointed as Director-General in charge of quality at the Ministry of 

Higher Education. 

Jasmine Revolution 

On 17 December 2010, Mohamed Bouazizi, a young itinerant greengrocer, set himself 

on fire in front of the headquarters of the Governorate of Sidi Bouzid in Tunisia. 

Following this tragic act, popular uprisings broke out across the country that led, on 14 

January 2011, to the removal of President Ben Ali, who had been in power since 1987, 

and the end of his authoritarian regime. 
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TOKYO OLYMPICS 2020  

 

The Tokyo Olympics 2020 came to an end on August 08, 2021. The international multi-

sport event was held from July 23 to August 08, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. This was the 

32nd edition of modern Olympics. The Official Motto for this Olympics is ‘United by 

Emotion’. Six new sports will be contested this year at the Tokyo Olympics – baseball, 

softball, karate, skateboarding, sport climbing, and surfing – the most since 1920, when 

11 new sports were added to the mix.  

 This was for the fourth time that Japan hosted the Olympic Games, after previously 

hosting the Tokyo 1964 (Summer), Sapporo 1972 (Winter), and Nagano 1998 (Winter) 

games. Apart from this, Tokyo is the first Asian city to hold the Summer Games twice. 

 The United States has topped the overall medal table with 113 medals, which 

includes 39 Gold, 41 Silver and 33 Bronze Medal. 

 Indian Contingent managed to win 7 medals comprising 1 Gold, 2 Silver and 4 

Bronze Medals. The country stood at the 48th position in the medal table out of 

86 countries. 

 The 2024 Olympics will be held in Paris, France. 

 The 2016 Olympics was held in Rio, brazil. 

 MC Mary Kom, and men’s hockey team skipper, Manpreet Singh, were flag-

bearers for the Indian contingent at the opening ceremony. 

 Bronze-medallist Bajrang Punia was the flag-bearer at the closing ceremony of 

the event. 

no  Medal  Who wins 

1 Gold  Men’s Javelin Throw: Neeraj Chopra This is India’s first-ever gold 
medal in athletics in the history of the Olympics and second 
individual Olympics medal. He threw the javelin to a distance of 
87.58m. 7th August to be named as javelin throw day in  honour of 
Olympic gold medallist Neeraj Chopra. 

2 Silver Women’s 49kg Weightlifting: Mirabai Chanu  
Men’s Freestyle 57kg Wrestling: Ravi Dahiya 
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3 Bronze  Women’s Welterweight boxing: Lovlina Borgohain 
Women’s Singles Badminton: PV Sindhu. Sindhu scripted history by 
becoming the first Indian woman and the only second Indian athlete 
to win two Olympic medals in individual events. 
Men’s 65kg Freestyle Wrestling: Bajrang Punia  
Men’s hockey: India men’s hockey team 

 

TOKYO PARALYMPICS 2020 

 

India finished their campaign at the Tokyo Paralympics 2020 with an all-time high of 

19 medals which includes five gold, eight silver, and six bronze. This is the best medal 

tally for India in a single edition of the Paralympic Games. India is placed at 24th 

position in the overall medal tally out of a total of 162 nations. 

Indian Flag Bearers: 

 Javelin thrower Tek Chand was the flag bearer at the opening ceremony of the 

Tokyo Paralympics. 

 Shooter Avani Lekhara was India’s flag-bearer at the closing ceremony. 

 India sent its biggest ever contingent of 54 para-athletes at Tokyo Paralympics to 

compete across as many as 9 sporting disciplines at the Games. 

 Prior to this, India had won a total of 12 Paralympics medals, since making its 

first appearance at the Paralympics in 1968, till the 2016 Rio. 

 The Indian theme song of Paralympics 2020 “Kar de kamaal tu”. The composer 

and singer of the song is Sanjeev Singh, a Divyang cricket player from Lucknow. 

  

Sr no medals Who wins 

1 Gold  Athletics: Sumit Antil (Men’s Javelin Throw) 
 Badminton: Pramod Bhagat (Men’s Singles) 
 Badminton: Krishna Nagar (Men’s Singles) 
 Shooting: Manish Narwal (Mixed 50m Pistol) 
 Shooting: Avani Lekhara (Women’s 10m Air Rifle Standing) 

2 Silver   Athletics: Yogesh Kathuniya (Men’s Discus Throw) 
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 Athletics: Nishad Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 
 Athletics: Mariyappan Thangavelu (Men’s High Jump) 
 Athletics: Praveen Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 
 Athletics: Devendra Jhajharia (Men’s Javelin Throw) 
 Badminton: Suhas Yathiraj (Men’s Singles) 
 Shooting: Singhraj Adhana (Mixed 50m Pistol) 
 Table Tennis: Bhavina Patel (Women’s Singles) 

3 Bronze  Archery: Harvinder Singh (Men’s Individual Recurve) 
 Athletics: Sharad Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 
 Athletics: Sundar Singh Gurjar (Men’s Javelin Throw)  
 Badminton: Manoj Sarkar (Men’s Singles) 
 Shooting: Singhraj Adhana (Men’s 10m Air Pistol) 
 Shooting: Avani Lekhara (Women’s 50m Rifle 3 Positions) 

 

INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY FEDERATION STARS AWARD 

 

Indian hockey players swept the 2020-21 edition of the FIH Stars Awards, the 

international hockey federation (FIH) announced. The winners were decided based on 

an online poll conducted from August 23 to September 15 which saw national 

associations, represented by their respective national captains and coaches, players, 

media and hockey fans cast their votes. 

Votes from national associations counted for 50 per cent of the overall result, while fans 

and players (25 percent) as well as media (25 percent), accounted for the other half. 

FIH Stars Awards 2020-21: Winner’s list 

 Player of the Year: Harmanpreet Singh (men) and Gurjit Kaur (women) 

 Goalkeeper of the Year: PR Sreejesh (men) and Savita Punia (women) 

 Rising Star of the Year: Vivek Sagar Prasad (men) and Sharmila Devi (women) 

 Coach of the Year: Graham Reid (men) and Sjoerd Marijne (women) 
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FIFA UNVEILED THE OFFICIAL MASCOT OF THE U-17 WOMEN'S 
WORLD CUP 2022 

 

 FIFA unveiled the official mascot of the U-17 Women's World Cup 2022 -'Ibha'- 

on October 11,2021 to mark exactly one year to go until the tournament kicks off. 

Ibha is an Asiatic lioness representing 'Nari Shakti' or women power. 

 As per an official release by FIFA, Ibha aims to inspire women and girls across 

India and around the world to realise their potential. The announcement coincided 

with the International Day of the Girl Child. 

 "Ibha translates to ‘one with good vision or judgement’ and is a strong, playful 

Asiatic Lioness aiming to inspire women and girls using teamwork, perseverance, 

kindness and by empowering others." 

 The FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup will be held in India from October 11-

30,2022, nine months before the FIFA Women’s World Cup kicks off in Australia 

and New Zealand in 2023. 

 The biennial competition will comprise a total of 16 teams. Spain had won the 

tournament in 2018. The 2020 edition was cancelled due to the outbreak of 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

WRESTLER ANSHU MALIK BECOMES 1ST INDIAN WOMAN TO WIN 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS SILVER 

 

At the 2021 World Wrestling Championships, Indian wrestler Anshu Malik created 

history as she became the first Indian women finalist at the World Championship, and 

the first female player from India to claim a silver medal in 57 Kg Category.  

Till date, Indian women wrestlers Alka Tomar (2006), Geeta Phogat (2012), Babita 

Phogat (2012), Pooja Dhanda (2018) and Vinesh Phogat (2019) have been able to win 

a bronze each. Wrestler Sushil Kumar (2010) is the lone wrestler from India to win a 

World Championship till date.  
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Besides this, Sarita Mor claimed her maiden medal by winning bronze in the 59kg 

category at the 2021 World Wrestling Championships being held at Oslo, Norway from 

October 02 to 10, 2021. 

DIVYA DESHMUKH BECOMES INDIA'S 22ND WGM  

 

Fifteen-year-old Divya Deshmukh became India's 22nd Woman Grandmaster (WGM) 

in Budapest, Hungary on Wednesday. 

IPL 2021 WINNER (16 OCTOBER 2021) 

 

The Chennai super kings won the 14th edition of IPL (2021) by 27 runs over the Kolkata 

Knight Riders. KKR scored 165 runs while losing 9 wickets in 20 overs. In the same 

match, CSK scored 192 runs while losing 3 wickets. 

Kings XI Punjab changed its name to Punjab Kings in February 2021 ahead of the IPL 

2021 

It was originally named as Delhi Daredevils which later changed to Delhi Capitals in 

IPL 2018. 

There were five more teams which got dissolved. Kochi Tuskers Kerala Pune Warriors 

India Rising Pune Supergiant Gujarat Lions Deccan Chargers. 

winners of all the major awards and the top performers across categories: 

 Gamechanger of the season, Most Valuable Player of the season and Purple Cap: 

Harshal Patel (Royal Challengers Bangalore) for 32 wickets in 15 games. 

 Emerging player of the season and Orange Cap: Ruturaj Gaikwad of the Chennai 

Super Kings for his 635 runs, including four half centuries and one hundred. 

 Super Striker of the season: Shimron Hetmyer (Delhi Capitals) for his strike-rate 

of 168.  

 Most Sixes in the season: KL Rahul (Punjab Kings) with 30 sixes 

 Catch of the season: Ravi Bishnoi (Punjab Kings) for taking Sunil Narine’s catch 

in Ahmedabad with a full-length dive at deep mid-wicket. 
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 Power player of the season: Venkatesh Iyer (Kolkata Knight Riders) 

The professional Twenty20 cricket league series was founded by the Board of Control 

for Cricket in India (BCCI) in 2007.  

Winners list from 2008-2021 

 Mumbai Indians: - 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2020 

 Chennai Super kings: - 2010, 2011, 2018, 2021 

 Kolkata Knight Riders: - 2012, 2014 

 Rajasthan Royals: - 2008 

 Deccan Chargers: - 2009 

 Sunrisers Hyderabad: - 2016 

TENNIS GRAND SLAM 2021 

  

Men’s  

Tournaments  Winner  Runner-up  Year  

Australian Open Novak Djokovic (Serbia) Daniil Medvedev (Russia)  2021 

French Open Novak Djokovic (Serbia) Stefanos Tsitsipas (Greece) 2021 

Wimbledon Novak Djokovic (Serbia) Matteo Berrettini (Italy) 2021 

U.S Open Daniil Medvedev (Russia)  Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 2021 

 Women’s  

Tournaments  Winner  Runner-up  Year  

Australian Open Naomi Osaka (Japan) Jennifer Brady (USA) 2021 

French Open Barbora Krejcikova 
(Czech Republic) 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 
(Russia) 

2021 

Wimbledon Ashleigh Barty 
(Australia) 

Karolina pliskova (Czech 
Republic) 

2021 

U.S Open Emma Raducanu (UK) Leylah Fernandez 
(Canada’) 

2021 
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Novak Djokovic won his sixth Wimbledon title and 20th Grand Slam trophy. With this 

win, he has equalled his total major men’s singles titles record with Roger Federer and 

Rafael Nadal, with each of them winning 20 titles.  

ICC WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

What is The ICC World Test Championship? 

 The ICC World Test Championship is a premier Test cricket competition which 

is administered by the International Cricket Council (ICC). 

 The competition is part of the ICC's plan to have an international tournament for 

all formats of cricket to complement the World Cups in the ODI and Twenty20 

formats. 

 The championship involves the top nine Test teams playing in a series of 71 

Test matches across two years. 

 Each side will play three home and three away series across the two-year 

tournament, at the end of which the top two placed teams will play off in a final. 

First ICC World Test Championship 

 The ICC World Test Championship commenced in August 2019 following the 

2019 Cricket World Cup. 

 The Ashes series between England and Australia was the first fixture to kick off 

the tournament. 

 New Zealand defeated India to win the first ICC World Test Championship. 

 New Zealand chased down the target of 139 to win the first-ever World Test 

Championship final with eight wickets in hand. The last day of the match was 

played on June 23, 2021. The match saw 6 days played in place of the regular 5 

days due to the rain factor. 

 Kyle Jamieson (NZ) has been adjudged as the “Player of the match”, while 

Kane Williamson (NZ) is the “Player of the series”. 

The second edition of the tournament is scheduled for June 2021 and will run to April 

2023. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS  

 

 A geographical indication or GI is a sign used on products that have a specific 
geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin. 

 Geographical Indications are part of the intellectual property rights that comes 
under the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property. 

 In India, Geographical Indications registration is administered by the 
Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act of 1999. 
Geographical indications are typically used for agricultural products, foodstuffs, 
wine and spirit drinks, handicrafts, and industrial products. 

no GI Tag Important Points 

1 Wada Kolam   famous Wada Kolam rice of Palghar got 
GI tag 

 also known as Wada Kolam, Ginny or 
Zini rice.  

 There is a traditional variety grown in the 
Wada tehsil of Palghar, whose grains are 
white in color. 

 It is known as a small grain, fragrant, 
light in taste and easy to digest. It is 
gluten free. 

2 Mihidana Sweets  received GI nomination in 2017,  
 The first consignment of sweets from 

West Bengal, which has been exported 
from Bardhaman, West Bengal to 
Bahrain (Oct 2021). 

3 Alibaug white onion   Alibaug in Maharashtra's Raigad district, 
the white onion health benefits for GI tag 

 its unique sweet taste and is therefore 
known as the world its medicinal 
properties 

4 Kashmiri Saffron   Kashmiri Saffron is the only variety of 
saffron in the world found at an altitude 
of 1600 meters  

 Kashmiri saffron is superior to other 
types of saffron because of its long 
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fibers, natural dark red color, excellent 
smell, bitter taste, chemical-free 
production process and unparalleled 
taste. 

5 Sirarakhong Chili and 
Tamenglong Orange 

 Manipur, two well-known products 
Sirarakhong Chili and Tamenglong 
Orange Hand Chili 

 act as good antioxidants and have high 
calcium and vitamin C levels. 

 Tamenglong Mandarin Orange is large in 
size, weighing an average of 23 grams. It 
has a unique sweet and sour taste.  

6 Karuppur Kalamkari paintings 
and Kallakuri wood carvings 

 are both traditional art forms in Tamil 
Nadu. 

 Pictures are drawn using a pen or brush 
made from bamboo and coconut tree 
sticks. 

 Wooden upon this essentially is a related 
substance in which artisans using 
traditional designs and furniture tribes 
Temples.] 

 Inlay is' section or make something 
brush. Traditionally, only three colours 
are used - black, red and yellow. 

7  Kanyakumari Clove   A unique clove spice grown in the hills 
of Kanyakumari district in Tamil Nadu 
has been given Geographical Indication 
(GI) as 'Kanyakumari Clove'.  

 In India, the total production of cloves is 
1,100 metric tonnes, of which Tamil 
Nadu produces 1,000 metric tonnes per 
annum, while Kanyakumari district alone 
produces 750 metric tonnes. 

8 1. Kumaon’s Chura Oil 
2. Munsiyari Rajma 
3. Bhotia Dann is a rug 

made by Bhotia tribes 
which is a nomadic 
community 

 Uttarakhand’s seven indigenous products 
were given the Geographical Indicators 
(GI) tag. 

 Tejpatta, the first state product of 
Uttarakhand to get GI Tag. 
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4. Aipan is a traditional 
art which is made on 
special occasions 

5. Ringal craft is an art of 
making products by 
knitting bamboo 
strands. 

6. Copper products 
7. The Thulma blanket is 

renowned for its 
luxurious fur and 
intriguing designs made 
from locally sourced 
fabric. 

9 Edayur Chilli and Kuttiattoor 
Mango 

 The Edayur chilli is distinguished by its 
low pungency. 

 Edayur chilli is grown in Malappuram 
district's Valanohery and Angadippuram 
Block Panchayats. 

 The Kuttiattoor mango is a popular and 
delicious traditional mango cultivar 
found in Kuttiattoor and the surrounding 
Gram Panchayats of Kannur district, 
Kerala, India. 

 Kuttiattoor mango, is also known in 
Kannur as ‘Nambiar manga,' 
‘Kannapuram manga,' ‘Kunjimangalam 
manga,' and ‘Vadakkumbhagam manga.' 

10 gucchi mushroom  The Jammu and Kashmir Government 
recently sought GI tag for Gucchi 
mushroom. 

 The Gucchi mushrooms are highly 
expensive and are full of health benefits. 
500 grams of Gucchi mushrooms cost Rs 
18,000. 

 The Gucchi mushrooms are locally called 
“Thuntoo”. 

11 willow cricket bat  Kashmir’s willow cricket bat gets GI 
tag.   
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IMPORTANT INDEX AND REPORTS  

 

sr Report / Index Published by Important 

1  State of the 
Education Report 
for India-2021 

 UNESCO   State education is the third version 
of the report  

 is the need to 11.16 lakh additional 
teachers to India to meet the current 
teacher shortage in the country, 
which is mentioned in this report 

 in the country 50% There are 
female teachers.  

 19% of schools in the country do 
not have internet facilities.  

2 The State of the 
World's Children 
2021 

UNICEF  The State of the World's Children 
2021: On My Mind: promoting, 
protecting and caring for children's 
mental health 

 The report highlights the significant 
impact of COVID-19 pandemic on 
mental health of the children. 

 This report is significant because 
mental health is an old issue & 
emerging issue. Furthermore, 
COVID-19 was a test of mental 
stress for the entire world. 

 As per UNICEF report, about 14 
percent of 15 to 24-year-olds in 
India, accounting for 1 in 7, 
reported feeling depressed or they 
were having little interest in doing 
things. 

3 passport Index  2021 Henley & 
Partners of 
London from 
data 

 Rank 90 last year 84 
 Tajikistan and Burkina Faso take 

number along with India 
 58 countries have visa-free access 

to Indian citizens 2020. 
 Most powerful Japan and 

Singapore (1); Germany, South 
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Korea (2); Finland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Spain (3) 

 last countries - Afghanistan (1); 
Iraq (2); Syria (3); Pakistan (4) 

 4 Gender equality 
report2021  

World 
Economic 
Forum (World 
Economic 
Forum)  

 140 in ranked 156 
 fell 28 places to  
 India was ranked 112 in 2020 of 

153 countries. 
 Bangladesh has 65, Nepal 106, 

Pakistan 153, Afghanistan 156, 
Bhutan 130 and Sri Lanka 116.  

 5  World Press 
Freedom Index 
2021 

Reporters 
without borders 
France  

  The ranked 142 out of 180 
 first 3 countries: - Norway Finland 

and Denmark 
 last 3 countries: - Eritrea, North 

Korea, Turkmenistan 
 Neighbouring countries: - China 

177, Nepal 106, Sri Lanka 127, 
Pakistan 145 and Bangladesh 152 

 6  World Peace 
Index 2021 

Institute for 
Economics and 
Peace (IEP) 
Sydney, 

 15th Edition 
 India has moved up two places 

from last year's rankings and has 
become the 135th most peaceful 
country in the world and the 5th 
most peaceful in the region. 

 The most peaceful Iceland (since 
2008), followed by New Zealand, 
Denmark, Portugal and Slovenia. 

 Afghanistan has been the least 
peaceful country for the past four 
years, followed by Yemen, Syria, 
South Sudan and Iraq. 

 Bhutan and Nepal are the first and 
second most peaceful countries in 
the region, respectively. 

 Bangladesh- 91/163 globally and 
the third most peaceful country in 
South Asia. 

 Sri Lanka is the 95th most peaceful 
country in the world and the fourth 
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most peaceful in South Asia, down 
19 places from 2020. 

 Pakistan - Globally, it has risen two 
places compared to 2020 to 150th 
position and 6th position in the 
region. 

 7 Global Hunger 
Index 2021 

International 
Food Policy 
Research 
Institute 
(IFPRI) and 
Welthungerhilfe 

 India ranks 101 out of 116 
countries.  

 In 2020, India was ranked 94th out 
of 107 countries in the world. in 
2019 it was ranked 102nd out of 
117 countries. 

 47 countries have alarming or 
extremely severe hunger levels 

 10 countries with moderate, severe, 
or alarming hunger levels have 
2021 GHI scores higher than 2012 

 47 countries will fail to achieve 
zero hunger targets by 2030. 

 According to the 2021 Global 
Hunger Index (GHI), the climate 
crisis, the Covid-19 epidemic, and 
the increasingly intense and 
prolonged violent conflict point to 
the dire situation of hunger, 
creating food problems. Progress 
towards zero hunger by 2030 is 
already showing signs of slowing 
down, stabilizing or even reversing. 

 Calculation: It is calculated on the 
basis of four indicators: 
Undernourishment, Child 
Wasting, Child Stunting, Child 
Mortality. 

 In the Global Hunger Index 2021, 
Pakistan (92), Nepal (76) and 
Bangladesh (76) have all performed 
better than India. 

9 Global 
Multidimensional 

he United 
Nations 
Development 

 and accumulated knowledge of 
indexes for 10 countries 9 5.9 
billion. 
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Poverty Index 
2021  

Program 
(UNDP)and the 
Oxford Poverty 
and human 
Development 
Initiative 

 1.3 billion people are 
multidimensional poor. 

 About half (644 million) are 
children under 18. 

 About 85% live in sub-Saharan 
Africa (556 million) or South Asia 
(532 million). 

 More than 67% live in middle-
income countries. 

 The Scheduled Tribes group in 
India, which is 9.4 per cent of the 
total population, is the poorest. Of 
the 129 million people, 65 million 
live in multidimensional poverty. 

 Out of the 283 million Scheduled 
Caste people, 94 million are living 
in multidimensional poverty. 

 In total, five out of six 
multidimensional poor live-in 
families headed by Scheduled 
Tribes, Scheduled Castes or Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs). 

 The Multidimensional Poverty 
Index (MPI) was launched in 2010 
by UNDP and OPHI. MPI uses 
three dimensions and ten 
indicators: 

 Education: years of schooling and 
enrolment (1/6 weightage each) 

 Health: Infant mortality and 
nutrition (1/6 weightage each) 

 Living standards: Electricity, 
drinking water, flooring, sanitation, 
cooking fuel and Assets (1/18 
weightage each). 

10  Global Food 
Security (GFS) 
Index 

Economist 
impact  

 GFS Indian to 113 in countries 71 
has wonplaces2021. 

 Pakistan (75th), Sri Lanka (77th), 
Nepal (79th) and Bangladesh (84th) 
and China (34th), 
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 However, in terms of overall food 
security scores over the last 10 
years, India's surplus has Pakistan, 
lagging Nepal and Bangladesh. 

 Ireland, Australia, the UK, Finland, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, 
Canada, Japan, France and the 
United States topped the index with 
a total GFS score of 77.8 and 80, 
respectively. 

 The GFS Index measures the basic 
elements of food security in 113 
countries based on the factors of 
affordability, availability, quality 
and safety, and natural resources 
and resilience. The United Nations 
has considered 58 unique food 
security indicators, including 
income and economic inequality, to 
draw attention to systemic gaps and 
actions to accelerate progress 
towards zero hunger, the goal of 
sustainable development by 2030. 

11 2021 Production 
Gap Report 

UPEP  Report measures the gap between 
“governments’ planned production 
of coal, gas & oil” and “global 
production levels consistent with 
the limits of the Paris Agreement”. 

 As per report, despite increasing 
climate ambitions and net-zero 
commitments, governments are 
planning to produce more than 
double the amount of fossil fuels in 
the year 2030 than what was 
required for limiting global 
warming to 1.5°C. 

 This year the report presents the 
first comprehensive update of 
production gap analysis since it 
was first launched in 2019. It tracks 
how governments across the world 
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are supporting fossil fuel 
production by means of their 
policies, investments and other 
measures. It also features the 
profile of individual countries for 
15 major fossil fuel-producing 
countries. 

12 Rule of Law 
Index 2021 

World Justice 
Project’s 

 India has ranked 79 out of 139 
countries. 

 In 2019 India ranked 68 out of 126 
and in 2020 69 out of 128 

 Since 2009, World Justice Project 
has documented rule of law trends 
in its index, expanded this year to 
cover 139 countries and 
jurisdictions 

 It covers such rule of law factors as 
constraints on government power, 
fundamental rights, corruption, 
discrimination, security, and the 
functioning of regulatory, criminal 
and civil justice systems. 

 Top three countries: - Denmark, 
Norway, Finland 

 Bottom three countries: - 
Venezuela, Cambodia, DRC 
Congo  

13 The Changing 
Wealth of 
Nations 2021 

 
World Bank 

 Latest edition of the report has 
measured wealth creation and 
distribution among 146 countries. It 
covers a 20-year period from 1995 
to 2018. 

 World Bank included gross 
domestic product, human capital, 
human-produced capital, and 
natural capital such as renewable & 
non-renewable natural resources to 
measure the wealth. 

 According to the bank, human 
capital is defined as “earnings over 
a person’s lifetime.” 
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 As per report, human capital was 
the largest source of worldwide 
wealth. In the year 2018, it 
comprised of 64 per cent of total 
global wealth. 

 Wealth in South Asia has increased 
since 1995. But its per capita 
wealth is among the lowest across 
the world due to population growth, 
as compared to sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Gender disparity: about 80 per cent 
of wealth in the region was 
attributed to men.  

 

INDIA OFFICIALLY JOINED THE HIGH AMBITION COALITION (HAC) 
FOR NATURE AND PEOPLE 

 

On 7thOctober2021, India officially joined the High Ambition Coalition (HAC) for 

Nature and People, a group of more than 70 countries encouraging the adoption of the 

global goal to protect 30x30. 

HAC members currently include a mix of countries in the global north and south; 

European, Latin American, Africa and Asia countries are among the members. India is 

the first of the BRICS bloc of major emerging economies (Brazil, Russia, India, China 

and South Africa) to join the HAC. 

What is HAC for Nature and People? 

 The High Ambition Coalition (HAC) for Nature and People is an 

intergovernmental group of 70 countries co-chaired by Costa Rica and France 

and by the United Kingdom as Ocean co-chair, championing a global deal for 

nature and people with the central goal of protecting at least 30 percent of world’s 

land and ocean by 2030. 

 The 30x30 target is a global target which aims to halt the accelerating loss of 

species and protect vital ecosystems that are the source of our economic security. 
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IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL SUMMITS  

 

N summit organize
rs 

place important issues 

1  One Planet 
Summit for 
biodiversity 

United 
Nations 
and the 
World 
Bank, 

France, 
4th 11 

January 
2021 

Theme: - “Let's act together for nature!” 
The summit aims to advance the 
protection of nature. 
Discussion topics: 

 Protecting terrestrial and marine 
ecosystems  

 Promoting agroecology, a more 
sustainable way to grow food 

 increase funding to protect 
biodiversity 

 Identifying links between 
deforestation and the health of 
humans and animals 

The summit also launched a program 
called PREZODE which the French 
President presented as an unprecedented 
international initiative to prevent the 
emergence of zoonotic diseases and 
pandemics. 

2  Global 
Sustainable 

Development 
Summit 2021 

India 20 from 
10 to 12 
February 

2021 

‘Redefining our common future: Safe and 
secure environment for all’. 
Summit was organized by The Energy and 
Resources Institutes (TERI). 
India’s Stand at the Event 

 Emphasis on Climate Justice 
 Reassurance to Climate Mitigation 

Efforts 
 Commitment to Enhancing 

Disaster Resilience 

3  G-7 Britain 
Cornwall

, 

47th, 
June 11-
13, 2021, 

  The G7 include Britain, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan and 
the United States. 

 Themes: - Building Back Better 
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 Leading the global recovery from 
the Novel Coronavirus while 
strengthening resilience against 
future pandemics 

 Promoting future prosperity by 
championing free and fair trade 

 Tackling climate change and 
preserving the planet’s biodiversity 

 Championing globally shared 
values in open societies.  

 2022's (48th) G-7 summit has been 
held in Germany  

 USA 2019 (46 Way) 

4  G-20  Italy, 
Rome, 

16th 30 
and 31 

October 

 2022 G-20 (17th) meeting will be 
held in Bali, Indonesia.  

 India chairs the G-20 from 
December 1, 2022 and will host the 
18th G-20 Summit in 2023. 

 India will be hosting the summit for 
the first time. 

 Union Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal has been 
appointed as India's Sherpa in place 
of Suresh Prabhu for the G-20. 

 The G-20 is a major international 
group that includes 19 of the world's 
major economies and the European 
Union. 

 India has been a member of the G20 
since its inception in 1999. 

 The G-20 member nations include 
India, China, Japan, Canada, 
Germany, France, Italy, Australia, 
Russia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
Indonesia, South Korea, South 
Africa, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, 
the United Kingdom, and the 
United States. 
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5  BRICS India Virtual 
13th 9th 
Septemb
er 2021 

 BRICS is a group of countries 
Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa 

 India will host the BRICS summit 
for the third time since 2012 and 
2016. 

 India welcomed Bangladesh, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Uruguay as new members of the 
BRICS New Development Bank 
(NDB). 

 The concept of this conference is 
based on the triad of continuity, 
unity and consensus. 

 The first BRICS summit was held in 
Russia in 2009. 

 2020 (12th) Russia.  
 2022 (14th) China  

6  International 
Solar Alliance 

Virtual 4th 
18 to 21 
October 

2021 

 Approval of 1 trillion for Operation 
OSOWOG (One Sun One World 
One Grid) Initiative 

 Mixed Financial Risk Mitigation 
Facility. 

 ISA's strategic plan for the next five 
years. 

 Strategy for private sector 
engagement. 

 Feasibility Distance Finance 
Scheme to facilitate affordable 
financing for solar energy projects 
under ISA membership. 

 Discussions on partnership with 
Global Energy Alliance (GEA) to 
enhance technical and financial 
support to LDCs and SIDS 

Some other issues  
1. ISA was established in Paris in 

2015 and  
2. is headquartered in Gurugram.  
3. Ajay Mathur is the Director 

General  
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7 ASEAN-India 
Summit 

Virtually 
Brunei 

18th Strategic Partnership and take stock of 
progress made in key areas including 
Covid-19 & Health, Trade & Commerce, 
Connectivity, and Education & Culture. 
In 2022, the India-ASEAN partnership 
will complete 30 years. 
India became a Sectoral Partner of 
ASEAN in 1992, a Dialogue Partner in 
1996, and a Summit level Partner in 2002. 
Ten Members: Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. 

8 East Asia 
Summit 

Brunei 16th  Matters of regional and 
international concern including 
maritime security, South China Sea, 
Indo Pacific region, terrorism, and 
Covid-19 cooperation. 

 The Summit saw participation from 
leaders from 10 ASEAN member 
states and others including India, 
the United States, China, Russia, 
Japan, Republic of Korea, New 
Zealand and Australia. 

 The East Asia Summit, which was 
set up in 2005, is a regional forum 
that convenes annually. 

 India is one of the founding 
members of the East Asia Summit.  
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IMPORTANT ARMED FORCES EXERCISE 

 

Exercise name Country Latest edition Held at 

Surya Kiran (army) Nepal 15th from 20 Sep 
to 4 Oct 2021 

Pithoragarh, 
Uttarakhand 

Mitra Shakti (army) Sri Lanka 8th, from 4-15 
Oct 2021 

Ampara Sri Lanka 

KAZIND (army) Kazakhstan 5th from 30 Aug 
to 11 Sept 2021. 

Aisha Bibi, 
Kazakhstan 

Peaceful Mission SCO member 6th from 13 to 25 
sept 2021 

Oregon, Russia 

ZAPAD Multinational 
Exercise 

from 3-16 Sep 
2021 

Nizhny in Russia 

Malabar Exercise 
(navy) 

USA, Japan, Aus. 25th From 26 to 
29 Aug, 2021 

Western Pacific 

AUSINDEX (navy) Australia 4th from 6-10 
Sept 2021 

North Australian 
exercise area 

SIMBEX (navy) Singapore 28th from 2 to 4 
Sept 2021 

 

Samudra 
Shakti(navy) 

Indonesia 3rd from 20 to 22 
Sept 2021 

Jakarta Indonesia 

Yudh Abhyas(army) United States 16th 8-21 Feb 
2021 

17th 15-29 Oct 
2021 

Rajasthan India 
 

Alaska USA 

Al-Mohed Al-Hindi 
(navy) 

Saudi Arabia 1st from 9-11 
Aug 2021 

Saudi Arabia 

Zayed Talwar 
2021(navy) 

UAE From 7 Aug 
2021 

off the coast of 
Abu Dhabi. 

JIMEX (navy) Japan 5th 06 to 08 Oct 
2021 

Arabian Sea 
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VARUNA-2021 
(navy) 

France 19th from 25th to 
27th April 2021 

Arabian Sea. 

INDRA NAVY 
(navy) 

Russia 12th from 
August 1 to 13 

2021 

Baltic sea 
Volgograd 

Konkan (navy) UK From 16 to 18 
Aug 2021 

English Channel 

AJEYA WARRIOR UK 6th from 7 to 20 
Oct 2021 

Chaubatia, 
Uttarakhand 

Joint sea 2021 Russia-China joint 
naval exercise 

14 to 17 October 
2021 

Peter the Great 
Gulf of Russia 

Konkan Shakti 2021 
(Tri-Service) 

UK 24 to 27 October 
2021 

Arabian Sea 

 


